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The Truth about Sweet Clover
(889) 91' II K (i'll AIN (I ROW I ns’ <i r i o k.Iulv 22. 1914

MALTE,By M.

1 lining the last twvlw months or so 
the interest in Swo t < luv.-r, shown l»y 
farim rs in different parts «>f ( amnia, has 
assumed surprising proportions. Numer­
ous artides in the agrivultural press and 

more numerous ‘letters to the editors 
of the agricultural papers have diseus.-a 
the Sweet < lover question, Imt so far no 
definite conclusions as to the merits or 
demerits of the Sweet ( lover have hern 
arrived at.

A certain number of the writers cannot 
condemn it strongly enough, claiming 
that it is a ‘nuisarn c’ 'and a ‘pe>t* which, 
when introduced on a farm, will spread 
beyond control and which will lessen the 
value of the farms. Instances have been 
quoted in which the selling price of farms 
has dropped as much as two thousand 
dollars on account of their being overrun 
by Sweet Clover, wilfullv introduced by 
their owners. On the other hand a great 
number of writers are enthusiasts who 
look upon Sweet Clover as a forage crop 
of extraordinary Value, which, unfortun­
ately, has been misjudged and altogether 
underestimated in Canada. Articles have 
appeared in which the writers remark 
that ‘colleges across the border are loud 
in its praise* and that it is a ‘staple crop 
in Kurope,’ etc. The result of these 
contradictory statements is that the 
unfortunate farmer who is unfamiliar with 
the plant in question is at a loss as to its

farm crops prove a failure. I his aluPl y 
to live and, in faqt, to do well in soil 
where the food supply is scant, is largely 
responsible for t he glowing praise bestowed 
upon Sweet ( lover during recent years.

As a Soil Improver
Like most other biennial plants. Sweet 

Clover develops a strong and somewhat 
fleshy tap root which penetrates t In- 
ground to a considerable depth. Its 
numerous brandies break thru even very 
compact soil, thus making it porous 
and penetrable to air and water. I he 
fleshy nature of the tap roots makes them 

y readily when the plants, after tin- 
end of the second year, die. ( onsideruble 
humus can also be added to tin- soil by 
incorporating with it' the rather rank 
top growth. For these reasons Sweet 
Clover is no doubt of great value on old, 
worn-out land,and on soil the mechanical 
condition of which needs improving, 
bike other leguminous plants Sweet ( lover 
thru the assistance of certain bacteria 
has the faculty of gathering nitrogen 
from the air circulâting in the soil Soil 
deficient in nitrogen will consequently 
be improved thru the growing of Sweet 
( lover. In this connection it must be 
mentioned that the bacteria occurring 
on the roots of Sweet ( lover, seem to be 
identical with those occurring on the 
roots of Alfalfa. At any rate, they act in

A rough shelter from the sun is indispensable for the comfort and proper development
of the young stock

real value. In the following paragraphs 
a few facts will be given which, it is 
hoped, will help to clear the situation.

Varieties
l nder the name of Sweet (.lover are 

recognized a number of legu miplants - 
characterized by a very pr<moiinrc|l sweet 
odor. They all belong to tty- same1 genus, 
viz;: Melilotus, and atc.^^.f'en called 
mejijot.s. .Alt 11o callcd^wcet X lover, ;||icy 
have not much in com mon with flu true 
clovers, represented bv tile Red, wfcit.e 
ami Apiike varieties : As^ a matteiy of 
fact, they are mon- n |;£t* d to alfalfa than 
to any other hguminoif^plijuit.

There are two varieties of Swc. t Clover 
i i/( a parla, the w hite and t he ve||ow. lie 
former, Xb lilotus alba is tie- more com­
mon arid ia considered somewhat superior 
to the latter7Aimfim>tiis bW'lhalisj. Both 
these Sweet (lovers are biennial, ie. 
live two years. A third ? Variety, called 
Melilotus indica, is a small armijM plapt, 
wliich is grown in California, 1 tab ami 
other Western .states of the l nion. In 
f.anada, only the White Sweet, (’lover 
is of any agricultural interest. White 
Sweet ( lover, also called Bokhara ( lover, 
is a native of Asia. It was introduced 
into Kurope over two thousand years ago 
and was brought to America about the 
middle of tin eighteenth century. In 
( anada it is now found quite commonly, 
especially in the Ka.sfern provinces.. 
Sweet. ( Lover can be grown successfully 
on almost any kind of soil. It is often 
found in sterile, dry places where nothing 
else will grow on account of lack-of food. 
It will thrive surprisingly well Ui sandy 
fields, on 'tiff clay, in sour soil, on alkali 
land ami in man Mother places where most

exactly .the same way as the Alfalfa 
bacteria, and soil from a Sweet Clover 
field can, therefore, be used to advantage 
for inoculation of fields prepared for 
Alfalfa. For the same reason, Sweet,
( lover can be used, on poor soil, as a 
preparatory crop for Alfalfa.

Attractiveness To Stock
(tin of the most serious objections 

raised against Sweet ( lover is the state­
ment that farm animals do riot like it 
and that they cannot lx- induced to eat it. 
unless starved. Its d id.astefulness to 
stock is, as is 'well known, due to the 
presence of a bitter element, called 
ou marin, which is especially noticeable 
in the wild plants. On the other h-arid, 
it has been claimed that, animals are very 
fond of it and prefer it to other kinds of 
fodder. Observations made by the writer 
indicate that cat t il- arid horses at least, 
carefully avoid Sweet. Clover in pastures, 
♦ lii^rc other plants are at hand, and that, 
to most animals, the hay is far from 
attractive. But domestic animals^ like 
human beings, can develop a taste for 
and grow- very fond of food which they at 
first refuse to touch. Whether animals, 
unfamiliar with Sweet Clover, will like 
it or not from the beginning also depends 
upon what time of the year they be 
pastured ori it. If turned on to it. early 
in the' spring when tin- plants are very 
juicy and tender, they will have less 
object ion to it than "later when the plants 
arc better developed. This is due not. 
only to the fa et that early in the spring 
the animals arc hungry for green feed, 
but also because th- young plants 
contain a much smaller amount! o f 
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Without a Silo no dairy can 
pay the profit that it should.

No dait-yu^ui pay the profit that it should without a silo.
The average hay crop is les^ than two tons to the acre.
The average silo crop is about lifteen tons to the acre.
Hay is a dry food and contains but very few milk pro­

ducing elements.
Silage Is a succulent food and is rich in milk producing 

elements.
Silage is a much better and cheaper food for dairy cows 

than hay.
If silage is fed twice a day less hay and grain can be fed, 

while the production of milk will increase.
If you keep cows it will pay you to put up a silo at once 

even if you have to borrow the money to do it.

Our Idenl Green Food Silo Book contains a lot of valu­
able information about silos and silage feeding. Every
cow owner should have a copy. Send for it it’s free.

DE LAVAL DAIRY SUPPLY CO., Ltd.
LARGEST MANUI"ACTURERS OF DAIRY SUPPLIES IN CANADA

MONTREAL PETERBORO WINNIPEG VANCOUVER

•.V.v/.vOv:^

LIVE OLDS HENS WANTED
Wo Guarantee to 
pay the Price» 
we quote. These 
price» are for live 
weight, f.o.b. 
Winnipeg. Ship 
now and obtain

HENS ..........................................................13c per II).
YOUNG AND OLD R00HTER8 10c
DUCK» .....................................................14c
TURKEY» ........................ 13c to 16c
.SPRING CHICKEN» . 1 He to 20c

above high price» 
a» the market 
will likely drop in 
the next week or 
two. Cash «ont 

'immediately on 
receipt of goods.

Golden Star Fruit and Produce Co., 91 Lusted St., Winnipej.-

Æ SIMPLICITY— 
*EASE and DURABILITY

Kvery extra moving part add» It» 
weight to the load you must turn and 
adds friction which takes it» toll of the 
life of a separator.

Chooee then the

EMPIRE
DISC SEPARATOR
because these features eliminate waste 
ei power and friction:—

It» bowl 1» » mailer and ao% lighter than any other disc bowl of 
equal capacity. /

It has only 6 pointa of contact of mowing part». Its three main /' 
bearings are of unique design that are infinitely superior to / . 
closed bearing». /

It» exclusive clutch make» starting easy and allow» noth- /' / y 
ing but the bowl to spin In “ running down." /' _/ /

tor the use of » ms 11 dairy herds we recommend the BaUU Z .' 
separator—the smallest of which sells at tlAM. / >\
^JfriUfwMora.tlm.h>iit the fsmeea “Jh-Wr^ gee- y' y ‘‘jjr ■'

CUt •* tmtfm mU mmO it U-imyfrr Mr S..UW- z " * *

The Empire Cream Separator Ce. of Canada, Limited
Toronto end Winnipeg
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