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by year. Prosperity, greater than the country
had ever known, prevailed everywhere in the North
throughout the last two years of the War.

So. too, feeding and supplying an army of mil-
lions of men laid the foundation of many of our
greatest industries. The Northern soldiers in the
early days of the war were clothed in garments so
variegated hat they sometimes had trouble in
telling friend from foe, and not infrequently they
shot at one another; so inadequately were our
woolen mills prepared to supply their uniforms!
But larger government contracts enabled the pro-
prietors to reconstruct their mills, install modem
machines, and build up an organization and a
prosperous business that still endures. Making
boots and shoes for Northern soldiers laid the
foundation of America's great shoe industry. Ma-
chinery had already been applied to shoe manu-
facture, but only to a limited extent; under the
pressure of war conditions, however, American
inventive skill found ways of performing mechan-
ically almost all the operations that had formerly
been done by hand. The McKay sewing machine,
one of the greatest of our inventions, which was
perfected in the second year of the war. did as much
perhaps as any single device to keep our soldiers


