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refused them, while it was urging other reforms and demanding other liberal 
measures from the Executive Government. The Assembly complained of the 
oppressive use of the power of the Executive ; the English complained that they, 
a minority, suffered under the oppressive use to which power was turned by the 
French majority. Thus a bold and intelligent democracy was impelled, by its im­
patience for liberal measures, joined to its national antipathies, to make common 
cause with a government which was at issue with the majority on the question of 
popular rights. The actual conflict commenced by a collision between the Exe­
cutive and the French majority ; and, as the English population rallied round the 
Government, supported its pretensions, and designated themselves by the appella­
tion of “ loyal,” the causes of the quarrel were naturally supposed to be much 
more simple than they really were ; and the extent of the division which existed 
among the inhabitants of Lower Canada, the number and nature of the com­
batants arrayed on each side, and the irremediable nature of the dispute, were 
concealed from the public view.

Appeal to arms by The treasonable attempt of the French party to carry its political objects into 
the trench. effect by an appeal to arms, brought these hostile races into general and armed 

collision. I will not dwell on the melancholy scenes exhibited in the progress of 
the contest, or the fierce passions which held an unchecked sway during the insur­
rection, or immediately after its suppression. It is not difficult to conceive how 
greatly the evils, which I have described as previously existing, have been aggra­
vated by the war; how terror and revenge nourished, in each portion of the 
population, a bitter and irreconcileable hatred to each other, and to the institutions 
of the country. The French population, who had for some time exercised a great 
and increasing power through the medium of the House of Assembly, found 
their hopes unexpectedly prostrated in the dust. The physical force which 
they had vaunted was called into action, and proved to be utterly inefficient. 
The hope of recovering their previous ascendancy under a constitution, similar to 
that suspended, almost ceased to exist. Removed from all actual share in the 
government of their country, they brood in sullen silence over the memory of 
their fallen countrymen, of their burnt villages, of their ruined property, of their 
extinguished ascendancy, and of their humbled nationality. To the Government 
and the English they ascribe these wrongs, and nourish against both an indis­
criminating and eternal animosity. Nor have the English inhabitants forgotten in 
their triumph the terror with which they suddenly saw themselves surrounded by 
an insurgent majority, and the incidents which alone appeared to save them from 
the unchecked domination of their antagonists. They find themselves still a mi­
nority in the midst of a hostile and organized people ; apprehensions of secret 
conspiracies and sanguinary designs haunt them unceasingly, and their only hope 
of safety is supposed to rest on systematically terrifying and disabling the French, 
and in preventing a majority of that race from ever again being predominant in 
any portion of the legislature of the province. I describe in strong terms the 
feelings which appear to me to animate each portion of the population ; and the 
picture which I draw represents a state of things so little familiar to the personal 
experience of the people of this country, that many will probably regard it as the 
work of mere imagination ; but I feel confident that the accuracy and moderation 

The French will of my description will be acknowledged by all who have seen the state of society 
not loyally submit in Lower Canada during the last year. Nor do I exaggerate the inevitable con- 
ment 1 nor (evern- stancy any more than the intensity of this animosity. Never again will the pre- 
English tolerate a sent generation of French Canadians yield a loyal submission to a British Govern- 
French majority in ment ; never again will the English population tolerate the authority of a House of 
the Assembly. Assembly, in which the French shall possess or even approximate to a majority.

Nor is it simply the working of representative government which is placed out 
of question by the present disposition of the two races ; every institution which 
requires for its efficiency a confidence in the mass of the people, or co-operation 
between its classes, is practically in abeyance in Lower Canada. The militia, on 
which the main defence of the Province against external enemies, and the discharge 
of many of the functions of internal police have hitherto depended, is completely 
disorganized. A muster of that force would, in some districts, be the occasion 
for quarrels between the races, and in the greater part of the country the attempting 
to arm or employ it would be merely arming the enemies of the Government. The 

Obstruction of the course of justice is entirely obstructed by the same cause ; a just decision in any 
course of justice. political case is not to be relied upon ; even the judicial bench is, in the opinion 
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