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Chat of the
Boudoir.
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Every season there is some distinguish-
ing feature of dress, some dominating
mode which is continually employed u:til
its continual reproduction gives it &
prominencs sbove everything else in sight.
This yearitis the tsfista silk coat and
skirt gown, usually black but somstimes
dark blue, pale grey, or beige, and so0
tucked and strapped sll over that there is
hardly a plain space to be seen.

Such a costume appeals to every woman
on account of its useful as well as its ve-
«coming qualities -and because of the fact
that she will appear equally well dressed in
it in the morning and afternoon. It is a
silk gown which is something between a
dressy frock and a severe tsilor-made cloth
<costume and it has an air of dignified
-elegance about it which makes it suitable
for women of all ages, an attribute
peculiarly attractive to the matron for some
aysterious reason.

Gowns especially designed for matrons,
-are exceptional in these days when age is
pot determined by any such trifle as a
amatter of dress, and young women and
dowagers have almost equal chances iu
the ficld of modes. @ To be placarded,
s0o to speak, with your ac-
cumulated years by a special mode of
dress is not at all flittering to feminine
+vanity and will never obtain favor again
now that the subtle line of diff:rence is so
lightly and generously drawn. Fashion
does not force a woman to look old before
her time, and if she does, it is more or less
her own fault. Shc has a boon in this
taff.ta gown, and is wise enough to ap-
preciate it.

It is both youthful and suitabls, 8 com-
‘mendation which will assure the success of
almost any reasonable fashion, and for
morning and afternocon wear, either walk-
ing or driving, it is most useiul, while for
a second travelling gown in the outfi: for a
European trip there is nothing like it.

There are all grades and conditions in
these silk gowns which are more or less
dressy as the occiasion demands, and some
of them are made of peau de soie trimmed
with bands of velvet ribbon. A Paquin
amodel of this order shows a gathered skirt
with a narrow flat front breadth. Gradu.
ated bands of velvet begin at either side of
the front, with a loop and a gold buckle,
and extend all around the skirt.

The ekirt is in the Louis XV style with
4 long bazque laid in groups ot flit pleats
over the hips and back. Little cross bands
of velvet ribbon with small buckles orna-
ment the tucks, buttons decorate the front
-of the coat, which is short st the waist line
-only, and the collar and revers are faced
with lace and gold embroidery.

This is an extreme style and as yet the
grand exception smong all the short
jackets so generally worn. But the dis
position to study the old tashions as &
means of giving & new textis very evident
in some of the tentative models shown. As
for the coat which is at present the reign-
ing mode, the bolero bas the lead, especi-
ally as the part of the spring suit.

Among the garments which are classified
as strictly for outdoor wear there are the
long and three.quarter length coats in
addition, betides some very fancy shoulder
capes. And newer than all others is a
loose bolero of tsffeta with flowing sleeves
and & hood effect draped around the
shoulders. To wear over thin gowns, and
made of gray taff:ta, it is charming. This
one of Worth's fancies, and a model is
shown in one of the illustrations finished
around the edge with & narrow ruche. of
silk tringed on the edge. * The sleeves are
tucked down to the elbow,below which the
fulness forms the fl:re.

Some of the new costumes have .a loose
sacque effect, made by kiltin g the material
into a yoke. Graduated bands of stitched
toff ;ta trim this kilting, which exds a little
sbove the waist 1oe. O:ber li tle loose
juckets are cut s'raight and plain, either
scalloped or cutin equarcs oo the edge.
Tuis sort ot jicket usually fasteus at the
theont, only roundirg cut a littls below tue
¢ r lice, sed r fivighed  will
) i tiste' esllar,
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This shors loose paletot is decidedly
the latest thing in Jackets and while it
does not define the fizure like those which
are more closely fiited, it is ex‘remely at-
tractive on a slender woman since it is
short enough to show the belt. For sum-
mer wear with thin gowns, these coats are
made of flowered teffetta with a white,
gray or beige ground, and trimmed
around the edge with three rows of black
velvet ribbon, and it must be remembered
that they can be plaited into & yoke, shir
red around the shoulders to form a yoke
and the fulness all in one, or cut straight
and plain without any yoke at sll. They
are cut out in the neck in different degrees
as may be most becoming, sometimes slop-
ing a little down the front, and nearly
always being finished with a collar varying
in width to suit the wearer.

One little model in flowered tafista
shows the shirred yoke, thrge rows of vel-
vet ribbon on the edge, a marrow lace col-
lar around the low-cut neck and a roseite
bow of black velvet ribbon with ends at
one side. The straight plain jickets are
sometimes fiaished with a velvet edged
ruffls of the silk.

The striking feature of the long, and
three-quarter length coats, is the collarless
neck, which gives them something of the
effect of a Japanese garment. Of course
the wide shoulder collar of 1ace or embroid
ery is the finish, but this does not fill the
place ot the high standing collars to which
we have become so accustomed. It will
require soxe tims for womea to become
fond of the drooping shoulder effect which
these garments give, but all the same they
have & certain chicness which is very
attractive.

Some of them have an Empire yoke,
with vertical tucks below, others are al-
most straight loose sacques trimmed liber-
ally with stitched bands, and one dressy
model shown in the iliustration is striped
up and down with cream lace insertion, the
silk being cut out underneath. Another
fancy in this style of coat is closely tucked
up and down all round, and the Empire
yoke is formed with bands of black velvet
ribbon sewn on in a trellis design, fasten-
ing on the bust with a bow and long ends.
The lace turn down collar and revers are
the finish.

The lace coats are the most elaborate
wraps in sight, either in black over white,
all black or ecru lace over a color. Oae
novel shape in ecru over a soft dull rose-
colored silk fits the fizure in Empire style,
falling a little below the waist at the back,
and with long tab ends in front. It is ap-
parently made of a series of lace flounces
aod chiffon rosettes with ,ends are the
finish in front. A!l.over lace in a heavier
quality forms other lace coats with a frill
of plaited chiffon for a finish.

Extravagance beyond description is dis-
played in the long coats, some of which are
called ‘dust cloaks.’ They are variously
made of taffats, pongee and a silky mobair,
which is vary light in weight. Tne same
broad drooping shoulder eftect which is
seen in the shorter ones, characterizes these
garments, and they are similarly treated
with tucks and stitchings.

To return to the inexhaustible subjsct of
boleros once more, there is a very short
jaunty little aft ir made of tucked black
taffeta, worn with the thinneat sleeve lawn
blouses. It rounds up in the back, and
points down in front to the waist line, and
small as it is, you see the same quaintly
shaped collar of lace or embroidered
batiste. TLhe little coat is & great feature
of the outipg suits this season, and we see
them in bright contrasting colors which
make the costume very striking. For
example with a white cloth or white mohair
skirt, a blue green or red cloth ceat is
worn. It may have reveres of the white
trimmed with rows of stitching or braid,
‘but the bright color with the white skirt is
wonderfully eff-ctive.

Usually there is a finish of 'white pearl
buttons and the sleeves are flowing in
shape, showing the shir. sleeves below.
Faience blue is one of the new and most
attractive colors for this sort of coat, and
we see it again among the linen costumes
for morning wear.

Thesa, by the wiy, are 8 conspicuous
clement o! tha new outfi: for summer, aud
dall ping, gray, beige, and whie
tashionabla colors, Embroid
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the use of various nets set in with irregular
shaped insertions of lace.

A great variety of combinations can be
found in the robe dresses, the skirts be-
ing made all ready to hang, and with mat-
erial enough for the bodice and sleeves.
Silk Bruges lace in designs faintly colored
and arranged in & pale ecru net is one of
the novelties, and .less expensive are the
nets variously trimmed with ruches of nar.
row gauz) ribbon and littla plaited frills of
the same material.

Renaissance lace robes show more nat
than formerly, and yet there is no rule
about them, for anything and everything in
lace is worn, both in black and white.
Nets with dots and tiny rings are very
much used, especially our old friend, point
d’esprit dots of all kinds and in all mater
ials, are favored, & fact which brings the
old time dotted swisses into vogue again.

Pretty simple gowns of white point
d’esprit are trimmed with stitched bands of
thin, white silk, a combination which is
both novel and effective. The bands may
encircle at rather wide intervals below the
knee, a skirt which is tucked vertically
above' thus forming the flounce effsct be-
low. Of course, the bands may|be arrang-
ed in any form which taste can suggest,
but the simpler the design the more suit-
able tt is to the material.
silk mull forms one of the prettiest of all
the thin gowns, and it is puffed, tucked
and shirred without limit. Ouae pretty
model has three six-inch ruffl ;s around the
skirt with three fine tucks in each rufil s, at
the head of which is another group of five
tucks arranged in scallops. Thus is a clever
piece of needle work, but it is impossible
these days to baffl , the skill in hand work,
especially as it applies to tucks.

Othsr swell gowns are shirred into two-
inch puffs from the bust to the kaee, and
finished at the hem with one, two, or three
tiny ruches. A scarf of chiffsn covers the
joining of the lace yokas and puffad bodice
and also finishes the elbow sleeves arranged
with a small gold slide and one soft end
falling at the back. It is well to remember
that sll-over lace used for yokes, sleeves,
snd entire gowns, is always made over
chiffon or mouseling de soie to soften the
effuct.

FRILLS OF FASHION.

Lacs mitts are here again, but their re-
newed popularity is something to be maas-
ured later on. They are in lovely
Chantilly, are mide with a thumb piece
and are run through at the top with velvet
ribbon which ties just below fhe elbow.
Very quaint and pretty are the lace
fichus and berthas to wear with thia gowns
as a shoulder wrap, and a befitting accom-
paniment to the becoming picture hats.

White petticoats ot sheer fine lawn  bave
resumed their righttul sway in the world ot
fashion this s2ason, and developed great
possibilities in the way of decoration. Ex-
quisite flounces of fine embroidery are
edged with lace ; lace insertions and motifs
are inset in all sorts of designs, and lace
frills fall over each other quite as generous-
ly as if the garment were to be worn on
the outside. In fact, these fancy skirts are
very pretty indeed to wear with wash
gowns, and th.n there are dainty petti-
coats of thin wash eilk trimmed prettily
with lace.

Gilt crinoline very gauzy in texture
makes 8 charming toque with a few green
leaves and a black velvet bow for trimming.
The stylish bow of black velvet ribbon is
the crowning touch on many of the light
tancy straws, even though flowers are used,
and nothing else sets them off so prettily.
The simple hat is the one which gains dis-
tinction just at present, as millinery in
general is a bewildering confusion of mat

erials, blossoms and feathers. Pisited ba's
of moussseline with a straw facing and a
wreath ot flowers for trimming are charm-
ing, -

One of the tancies of the day is fastening
the belt at one side, instead ot directly in
front. Buckles are used in the usual way
at this point or if tha belt is wide it may be
laced up at both sides.

The whito lioen or piqie skirt is a nec-
egeary article ia the summer wardrobe,and

1
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tzn tucks around the edge are very chic
with carved handles of wvory.

White silk roses with black velvet leave
make a lovely trimming on a white straw
bat faced with black.

Gray suede gloves have greater favor
than any other one kind, and they certsin-
ly are as all around suitable with all gowns
as any one color can be.

The linen batisie collar with lace appli-
cations is favored especially by Parisian
dress designers. It is large, drooping
well over the shoulder and, appears on
almost all the gowns.

The vogue for large Gainsborough hats
is expected on account of the recovery of
lost Dachess of Davonshire, but large hats
very similar in shape have never really
gone out offashion.

THE HOUSEM 41DS UNION.

Organized at Cinclunati—What are Constitu
@ tions and by laws are, BLL

EA few months ago & number of servant
girls of Cincinnatti held a meeting for the
purpose of consideriog how they could best
improve their conditions and protect their
interests in & genral way. Oae feature of
the meeting was the absence of labor lead-
ers, the girls being loft entirely to them-
selves. The girls at that meeting decided
to organize themselves into & union, to be
known as the Housemaids’ Uaion. Their
progress has been very rapid and they now
number 500 mombers and are under the
protection of the American Federation of
Labor.

At a recent meeting the girls adopted
the following constitutions and by laws.

CONSTITUTION.

The motive of this housemaids’ Uagion is
to better the condition of girls employed
at housework. The word ‘servant shall
not be used, as each member has a dis-
tinct line of work, and shall be known as
cook, housemaid, waitress, laundress, etc.

The qualifications nacessary to jin the
union are ability to do your work, good
character, and the payment of $1 annual-
ly. Every infraction of the rulesis pun-
ishable by a fiae of 50 cents. Members
when sick or out of work shall receive $2
& week for not mere than six wecks

Election of cffi :ers shall take place an-
nuslly upon the first ot January.

This union being inthe nature ot an ex-
periment, and absolute secrecy for & time
being necessary to its success, any mem-
ber known to reveal the secrets ot the
union or to mention the fact of ite exist-
ence to other than working girls, and then
only after ascertaining their willingness to
join, will be expelled in disgrace and boy-
cotted by all members.

WHAT THE BY LAWS ARE.

1. Members of this union, when hired
tor one kind of work, shall confize them-
selves to the daties for which they are paid
A girl emloyed as housemsid found doing
& cook’s work, or vice verss, shall be
warned the first time, fined $1.00 for the
second offence, and expelled from tne
union on the third offanca.

2. Members of this union shall, under
no condition, submit to impertinent or ir-
relevant questions from employers when
seeking employment.

8. Members shall ask all needful ques-
tions in & business-like way before taking
a position, and satisfactorily settle sll
peints of difference with their employers.
4, Members shall look at the rooms they
are to occupy before taking nsw, places,
and, are forbidden to accept a situation
unless they are provided with & room fit
for & human being to sleep in.

5. Members shall not ask unreasonable
favors or give reasons for leaving their
places that are not true, nor obtain holi-
days under false pretences.

6. Members must have an agreement
with their employers about receiving com-
pany. Every girl is entitled to a beau, else
she will never get married, and she owos it
to her sslf respect not to meet him jon the
corner.

4.7. Members shall ksep themselves clean
end osuitably dresssd for their duties.
When the union is strovger it will insist on
cmoloyers doing likewi

liaving

Tonlght

If your liver is out of order, causing
Biliousness, Sick Headache, Hearte
burn, or Constipation, take a dose ef

Hood’s Pills

On retiring, and tomorrow your &b

. gestive organs will be regulated and
ou will be bright, active and ready
or any kind of work. This bas
been the experience of others; i§
will be yours. HOOD’S PILLS are
sold by all medicine dealers. £5 ete.

sips about her employes’ affsirs, or enters
their rooms without their knowle ige to
pry into their private belongiags.

A Taking Motto,
S.ippery Sam—Have you heard the
motto of the Pickpockets unionP
Blick Fingered Pail—No ; what is itP
Slippery Sam—Whoever is worth doing
is worth doing well.

SIS R SIS

Oné Short Puff Clears the
Head.—Does your head ache? Have you
pains over your eyes ? Is the breath offen-
sive? These are certain symptoms of
Catarrh, Dr. Agnew's Catarrhal Powder
will cure most stubborn cases in a mar-
vellously short time. If you’ve had Catarrh
a week it's a surecure. i'f it'sof fifty years®
standing it's just as effective. 50 cents.—57

‘1 have come,’ sa1d the O.d Subscriber,
‘to complain about your report of my
daughter’s wedding.

‘What was the matter with it » demand.
ed the editor.

‘Well, her name is Gratis, but you
printed it ‘Gratis.’

‘That’s notso bad. She was given
away, wasn’t she.’

Bed-ridden 15 years.—"If any-
body wants a written guarantee from me
personally as to my wonderful cure from
rheumatism by Soutg American Rhefmatia
Cure 1 will be the gladdest woman in the
world to give it,” says Mrs. John Beau-
mont, of Elora. *“I had despaired of re.
covery up to the time of taking this wonder.
ful remedy. It cured completely.”—58

_Don't you kinder hanker af:er respecta-
bility now an’ den P’ asked Ploddington
Peta.

‘Oa, I dunno,’ answered Mo ndering
Mike. . ‘Sometimes I t'ink dat respects—
bility ain’ much more dan permission to
work hard for what us people gits for
nothin,’

D NS

Fossil Pills.—The demand is proof of
their worth. Dr. Agnew's Liver Pills are
beating out many fossil formulas at a quare
ter a box. They're better medicine, easier
doses, and 10 cents a vial. A thousand
ailments may arise from a disordered liver.
Keep the liver right and you'll not have
Sick Headache, Biliousness, Nausea, Cone
stipation and Sallow Skin.—61

Magnetic Pabulum.—Tramp—1I ast one
of these yere Christian Science wimmen for
a cup o hot coflee.

T other Tramp—What'd she say P
Tranp— She said her fi:st waz ont; but
’f I'd set down off in th* yard under a tree
she‘d gimm treatment.

Like Tearing the Heart
Strings-—* It is not within the concep-
tion of man to measure my great sufferings
from heart disease. For years I endured
almost constant cutting and tearing pains
about my heart, and many a time would
have welcomed death. Dr. Agnew's Cure
for the Heart has worked a veritable mire
acle.”—Thos. Hicks, Perth, Ont.—59

‘Why are statutes generally placed on
such bigh pedestals P’

‘For the reason, msybe, that they are
supposed to represent peopls who should
be looked up to.’

Where Doctors do agree!—Phy-
sicians no longer consider it catering tor
‘‘quackery” in recommending in practice
so meritorious a remedy for Indigestion,
Dyspepsia and Nervousness as South Amerie
can Nervine. They realize that it is a step
in advance in medical science and a sure
and permanent cure for diseases of the
stomach, It will cure you,—60

Gladys Gotrox—Since I refused Tom
Puorly hahas said he will nevér love ‘again.
E jith Wayupp—Well, he won‘t have
to! He has just inherited & million !

Kidney Experiment.—There's no
time for experimenting when you've dis-
covered that you are ‘a victim of some one
form or another of kidney disease. Lay hold
of the treatment that thousands have pinned
their faith to and has cured quickly and per-
manently. South American Kidney Cure
stands pre-eminent in the world of medicina
as the kidney sufferer’s truest friend.—62

‘Jonzs, next door, is gatting old.’
‘What do you go by ¥

‘Ha‘n quit (alking basuball and gone to
talking garden.’ .

r Agnew’s Cintment Cures
nd Blind Piles.
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oss aad Nowes'in the Head by Dr. Niowoi
on Artificial Ear Drums, bhus sent £1,000 to his
{ titute, so that deaf people uaable to procare the
far Droms may have them frce, Apply to The
npotitute, 780 Eigbt Avsane, New York,
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‘Doa’ you *Hmka man ba- to be well
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"N j boing boru lazy will do just as

A Cosket of Fearls.—Dr. Von

i Stan's Pineapple Tablets would prove a

great solace to the disheartened dyspeptia
if he would but test their potency. They'ra
veritable gems in preventing the seating of
stomach disorders, by aiding and stimulate
ing digestion—60 of these health * pearls'
in a box, and they colt '35 certs. “Recoms
mended by most eminent physicians.—64 |
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