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THE MINING INDUSTRY.

The owners of mining properties in
British Columbia have petitioned the
Dominion government to appoint a royal
commission to investigate the conditions
under which they are compelled to carry
on their business. The request should
be granted and the inquiry made as
searching as possible in order to. settle
forever the controversy ‘“’l&(’h has been
carried on for some time between those
who claim to be oppressed and those who
say over-capitalization and other evils
which have been brought about by the
proprietors themselves are responsible for
the alleged stagnation. It should be pos-
sible to determine whether the mines are
paying more than their share towards the
cost of the government of the province
as compared with other business. If the
burdens are shown to be fairly appor-
tioned, all the circumstances being taken
into consideration, then we suppose the
managers of the mines will be satisfied,
will cease all agitation and devote the
energies which appear to have been
unduly spent in grumbling to the work of
earning dividends for their shareholders.
The debt of the province is no doubt
large—far larger than it ought to be con-
sidering the objects for which it was
contracted—but agitation will not wipe
it out. A greag part of it was entered
into for the purpose of opening up the
country and making the mines accessible
and workable. The residents of the pro-
vince are worthy of as much considera-
tion as the capitalists who live out of
it. If the wealth of the country cannot
pay for the means necessary to its ex-
tracfion it might as well remain where it
is; if it cannot afford fair wages to the
workmen who are spending their lives
in its exploitation, if it be necessary to
engage Orientals and fill our province up
with an inferior class of people in order
that capital shall receive dividends upon
investment, the treasure might as wel
remain in the custody of the rocks which
at present guard it. The eight-hour law
was enacted ahead of its time, perhuaps.
It was passed through the House with-
out proper discussion and hrought into
force without sufficient notice. But it
is liw and ‘there ‘will never arise a legis-
lature with the courage necessary to re-
peal it. . No doubt there are other griev-
ances and it may be that the government
will be able to redress some of the in-
equalities complained of. It will not be
forgotten that there were times when
certain mines were earning large divi-
dends. They were sold, and undet the
new management came a change, Was
the whistle bought at too large a price
or was the capital bag unduly distended {
by means of water or wind? The mining
men have no right to blame the laws of
the province if through the. instrumental-
ity of promoters they have been ipduced
to pay too high a price for their proper-
ties, nor have they been discreet in issu-
ing such a memorial if it should prove
true that extravagant inflation is at the
bottom of wue failure to earn dividends.

The* Dominion ;government has re-
moved: the duty on all mining maéhinery
that cannot be " obtained 'in" Canada,
it. has complied. with the réquest 'of the
men interested in lead. properties, and
will give a bonus on every ten--of lead
smelted in the country!’ Now there is

.complaint of customs duties. “Will noth-

ing less than annexation to, the United
States satisfy the desires of these worthy
gentlemen who abound so freely in the
neighborhood of Rossland? The mines of
Vancouver Island, and of the Nelson and
the Boundary Creek districts appear to
be doing fairly well, yet they are con-
tending with precisely the same difficul-,
ties as are set forth in this important
memorial.

Nevertheless we hope the government
will pay the deepest attention o the |
prayer of the memorialists and that
everything possible will be done to re-
store harmony and prosperity in the min-

ding regions.

INDISCREET.

Our estcemed morning contemporary
was in a frame of mind on Sunday that
was entirely out of harmony with the
spirit of the day of rest. It said things
which must in the usual hour or two
devoted to meditation have sadly dis-
turbed the serenity of a mind seeking the
approval of conscience. The respousi-
bility for the entire failure of the gov-
ernment’s notorious railway poliey is
thrown upon the Dominion government,
accempanied . by a slap at Mr. Bodwell
as a Victorian whose motives as an ad-
vocate of a competing line are entirely
mercenary. That is a phase of the sub-
ject, we submit, that it would have been
well for the Colonist to avoid the dis-
cussion of. Newspapers have Boen or-
dered by their proprietors to advocate
causes which were not in the best in-
terests of the country. Even editors are
sometimes mere hirelings, with the option
of writing as they are bid or making way
for ofhiers with a more pliable disposi-
tion. Fortunately for the country, sueh
instances are rare. The public journals
of the Dominion are usually actuated by
patriosic motives, and the men engaged
upon them generally write from convie-
tion. This business of prying into meo-
tives opens up a very wide field. People
have been heard to wonder at the mys-
terious influences which seem to direct
the currents of thought in our own Brit-
ish Columbia Legislative Assembly.
Members have gone there pledged to ad-
vocate a certain policy and have either
remained neutral or have Worked like
Trojans to achieve something the very
antithesis. of the course to which they
had bound themselves. Of course the
motives are not “metallic.” Nothing so
base could stem the tide of patriotism
which flows so fiercely in, say, the veins

of ‘the leader of the opposition or the
member for North Nanaimo. The At-
torney-General’s soul floats in an atmos-
phere several degrees removed from such
sordid influences. The Premier, too, has
been taken in hand by circumstance and
gently placed in a position where noth-
ing in this world need trouble him save
a gang of pesky strikers, We have
heard the patriots who are giver. to much
speaking proclaim their own political vir-
tues and the vices of those who think
differently from them; we have seen the
agents of corporations flitting through
the lobbies; and when the vote was taken
we have been too astonished to more
than inwardly wonder at the potency of
the eloquence which has brought-ahout
such a marvellous change of opinion.
But we have scrupwously avoided even

a suggestion of mercenary influences; and

we think it a mistake on the part of the
Colonist to bring it up.

It was pointed out at the time the
government’s railway policy was brought
down—that mighty conception that was
to alter the whole face of nature and
turn the waste places into “hives of in-
dustry”’—that the effect would be pre-
cisely the same as no policy at all. Some
went farther and ‘maintained that that
was the object of those who drew up the
plan or scheme of development. The
Times poinfed out that it was absurd
to ask the Dominion government to join
hands with the administration of Mr:
Dunsmuir in such an ill-balanced ar-
rangement. The federal authorities were
asked to double the subsidy given by the
province and surrender all rights of con-
trol of rates and profits from the under-
takings, if there were any, to the gov-
ernment of British. Columbia. The
master minds in the business goverir:
ment undertook to say what reads shenld

. be built, how long they should be, :{ndj(

into whose hands they should\be com-
mitted. 'They would be pleased gracious-
ly. to accept subsidies of from eight to
ten- thousand dollars a mile from the Do-
minion government for the benefit of the
companies=which had had the good luck
to win their favor. "The acceptance of
such proposals would have bLeen very
pleasing to the opposition at Ottawa, 1t
would have left the opening for legiti-
mate criticism which has been searched
for .in vain for several years. Any ad-)
ministration which could be so.careless
of the interests of the people ‘of the Do-
minion as a whole would not 'be fit to
remain in power. : A

If the governgent were to call in new.
advisers and; remodel its ‘poliey there
would be 110, necessity to raise tbe cty
of mércenary motives nor to semd”out
expéditions which are admittedly an
after-thought and an excuse for the pre-
sent conditions of affairs to be placed be-
fore certain members,

THAT RAILWAY POLICY,

QOur esteemed contemporary announces
its determination of valiantly defending
the policy- of the governmient from the
attacks of its foes through. the swhole
of the heated term. As an evidence of
good faith it devotes a’' column and a
half of ‘space:to the job this morning.
Readers of the newspapers are:probably
a8 tired of the subjeet as they dre .of
the government which is responsible for’
it. The decree has gone forth. The. sur-
vey will bé made and there will be no
railway bu"ilding this year. That point
is settled. | The people are deerly disap-
pointed and business is depressed. For
a time the provinee 1is helpless. and
criticism is useless. If the administra-
tion be acting in good faith the proof of
it will be forthcoming. In the meantime
the people are suspicious, and in the
light of the occurrénces of last session
they have good ground for restiessness.
The railway policy which was to revolu-
tionize the business of the province has
failed to secure the construction of a
single line of road. ™There is a certain
amount of activity in the interor, but it
is not the result of, but rather antagonis-
tic to, the policy of the government.
The friends of the Times whom the
Colonist sneers at as the promoters of
legislationi did not ask for a subsidy or
encouragement of any kind from the pro-
vince. They asked for permission to
build the Crow’s Nest Southern road.
They pointed out that the revenue of a
province which was mwuch in need of
funds would be greatly augmented as
a result of the increased royalties which
would ensue from the enlarged output of
coal. It was also shown that the pro-
duet of the coal mines would be brought
to its highest state of development be-
fore exportation, and that the utmost
care would be taken to provide a full
supply of+fuel for Canadian ' smelters.
Even with such prospects and guarantees
it was for some time a question whether
a charter would be granted. The govern-
ment which was beseeching the Domin-
ion to come to its assistance in building
railways for the development of the re-
sources of the province and the -legisla-
ture which was willing to pledge the
credit of the constituencies it represents
for a large amount for the same object,
were on the point of refusing permis-
sion to a company to build at its own
expense a line which would result in an
increase of our provincial trade by mil-
lions of dollars yearly. Beyond doubt
the Crow’s Nest Southern charter would
have been refused if the power which
operates behind the government and the
legislature had not made the timely dis-
covery that public opinion was too power-
ful for them to cope with, The privilege
the legislature granted was attacked
through the ecourts, which shows that
monopoly will fight to the last ditch in
defence of its privileges,

The V., V. & E. people were no friends
of the Times except in so far as we, in
common with all who have the interests |

of the province at heart and place the
welfare of Victoria above all other con-
siderations, were convinced that competi-

secure healthy business conditions on the
coast and in the interior. It was evi-
dent to all from the first that the gov-
ernment was antagonistic to the V., V.,
& E. The Premier and Mr. Hunter
maintain as practieal railway men that

tween railways. If they will read the
evidence .which. has thus far been col-
lectéd by thé commissioner appointed by
the Dominion government to inquire into
that very matter, they will-be .constrain-
ed to admit they are mistaken. The
competition of railways in the United
States with the twe great Canadian
lines, in conjunction with unreasonable
charges in localities where there is no
competition, in spite of the fiscal . tariff,
have resulted in the handing over of a
large part of the trade of Ontario to
American business houses. The border
towns of Michigan and New York owe a
large part of their prosperity to the
business which has been magnanimously
turned over to them by railways which
were for the most part built with the
money of Canadian people. The struggle
which has been begun in British Colum-
bia against the building up of TUnited
States cities with our wealth will prob-
ably be extended over the whole Domin-
ion if it be possible to devise means of
compelling the railways to fulfil the ob-
jects for which they were intended. The
Premier has set his face against compe-
tition—his organ cannot deny that—and
it is apparent that the electors have as
a result set their faces against the Pre-
mier. There is a strong suspicion, that
the® govermment hgs an understanding
aith the C, P..R. There was plenty of
eridence brought out during the re-
cent session of the House in support of
that theory, and there has been no laek
of it since the Legislature'was prorogued.
The administration may be sincere in ‘its
belief that it would: be .unpat#otic to
encourage an American line to come in
here when there is a Canadian one ready
to respond to every demanid m#de wpon
it. “But it"is wrong to attempt to throw
the responsibility’ for railure to begin a
work ‘the compan;y which controls the
government did not want to.see under:
taken just at present upon the Dominion
authorities. ’

The Colonist has several times hinted

at the dire results which would follow if
it' ¢chose to raise the party cry. If it
thinks the eause of the Dunsmu'r govern-
ment can be strengthened by raising such
an issue it cannot begin too sodn. The
government' needs all the strength it
“can gather and need not beé particular as
to the quarter to which it appeals. The
leading newspapers, in the Bast . of its
party held the: proposals which were
placed before the Dominion government
in derision and: Jaughed scornfully at
them.
“/Phe ‘programme of the government in-
claded two projects of prime importance
+the building of 'a. railway 'from the
‘Coast“to Kootenay and the extension of
the 'E. & N. to the north end of the Isl-
and. . Sir: Wilfrid Laurier declared that
the . Coast-Kootenay road should be built
and conveyed the impression that the
government was preparad to subsidize
the undertaking. There is but one com-
pany prepared to give the service which
the people” of the province desire—to
handle local and through business and
give competition with the existing trans-
continental line. The provincial govern-
ment has ' chosen to impose such condi-
tions as will keep this company out of
the field and prevent an application for
the subsidy which the Dominion is will-
ing to give. For the continuation of the
line to the north end of the Island a
subsidy is asked which we believe no
government will be prepared to give when
all the circumstances ‘are taken into con-
sideration, ‘'and which have been alluded
to in the Times before. We advise
our ceontumacious  contenporary not to
probe too deeply into these matters.

® s dn. e

A POLITICAL DERELICT,

Mr. Foster is not anxious for a seat in
Parliament at present. George always
was a canny, caleulating chap, When
the political horizon looks a trifle brighter
for the Consgrvative party and there is

a job worth eight or nine thousand dol-
lars a year in sight the political derelict
will trim his sails once more and be
ready for another venture. At present
there is more money in guiding the af-
fairs of some financial institution, Per-
haps Mr, Foster would not mind either
f the present leader of the party
should prove as dismal a failure as some
of his predecessors. It is not improbable
that he may be gratified. Mr, Borden
is not the man to create enthusiasm.
Able he is, no doubt, and moderate in
tone and language, a man to respect and
cefer to, but not one to inspire the de-
votion which was compelled by Sir Joan
Macdonald and is voluntarily accorded to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, But the exit of
Borden would not imply the advent of
Foster, ' Tt would take a mew generation
of politicians and the possible mellow-
ing influence of time to bring about such
a consummation. The time which would
bring on the new generation might re-
move the ambitious politician. There is
the chance that in a moment of weakness
the lieutenants of the party might be
carried away by the enthusiasm aroused
by one of George’s bitter attacks on the
Grits whe turned him out of a job and
should select the rejected.of St. John
for the leadership, They would be sorry
for it immediately afterwards and the
country would be likely soon to convinee
them that they bad good reason to be

tion in transportation was necessary to !

there is no such thing as competition be- !

isorry. No constituency has ever stuck
| to Mr, Foster long; and the feeling of
constituencies is generally a pretty fair
index of the feeling of the country. A
leader who cannot win the permanent
confidence of the few people with whom
he often comes personally in contact is
not likely to add to the strength of the
party as a whole. A man who could
not carry-a city with all the strength,
influence and wealth of the C. P. R.
ranged on his side, with that corporation
threatening the ruin ‘of 'the ¢ity if-his
opponent were elected, is lacking in some
of the. elements mecessary to a success-
ful politician, Mr. Foster also still has
many enemies in his own party, men who
will probably live as long as he and who
tre not of the calibre which forgets and
forgives, On the whole it seems as if
the better course for the financial critic
of the oppisition would be to give up
scheming and either reconcile himself to
a life of service in the ranks of the party
which made him or give up the public
life which does not pay altogether.

LORD ROBERTS'S REWARD.

There are few men within the bounds
of the Empire, even in the ranks of the
taxpayers of Great Britain, who will dis-
approve of the reward which the Im-
perial Parliament has bestowed upon the
man whose prasence wrought such a
magical change within such a short
time in the situation in South Africa.
The nature of the task which Kruger
had set before the army was greatly
under-estimated at first and the disposi-
tion of a large part of the ostensibly
loyal population The
commander-in-chief realised at once’the
magnitude of the problem, and reguested
an army and prepared a plan of campaign
equal to the  oceasion.
under the direction of the military genius
whe. wis' at their head speedily turned
back. the tide of invasion which White,

misunderstood.

TBaden-Powell and others had temporarily”

checked, andva wat which has. beendseri-
ots enough’in its ¢onséquences was pre-
vented from becoming almost disasirous.
It is gratifying to observe that the Lib-
. eral party has been guided by wisdom,
lprolmbly bought by experienge, on this
subject in connection with the war, The
! radical section was kept well in the
background, - and “the task of attacking
the - proposal- was left to the Na-
tionalists. . They accused Lord Rob-
eérts © of  unnecessary harshness in
the face of thé testimony which
has been given from all quarters that if
the methods which have been customary
in all the wars of the past had been re-
sorted to the campaign would have been
at an end long ago. - Lord Roberts as a
man of war from his youth up has be-
come. thoroughly, acquainted with .all the
evils which accompany ‘his' trade and
the records bear testimony to the fact
that it has ever been- his sincere desire
to avoid burdeiis for which
they were not responsible. too hardly up-
on the innocent and helpless. He has
suffered, too, in common with many
other British-and{Boer- families, on ac-
count of the vaulting ambition of Kruger
and his coterie. His Irish fellow-coun-
trymen will hardly join with their re-
in Parliament who  con-

pressing

presentatives

character of the commander-in-chief with
the mistaken idea of making a point
against the government.

The organization-of workers is not
very complete yet,” but the disturbance

create is graplhuically illustrated by the
situation in San Francisco. There is a
possibility of the whole coast being af-
fected by the struggle. What will hap-
pen when the organizing work of the or-
ganizer is complete and all who depend
upon their day’s iabor for their daily
bread have been brought under
the banner of unionism? So far
a large number of the unions have
contained within thémselves the elements
which brought about their own dissolu-
tion, But a leader may arise with fhe
faculty of maintaining harn‘mly, and
then the state will be confrdnted by a
problem which will test its stability—or-
ganized labor and united eapital in con-
flict. ;
* L L °

The police of San Francisco have de-
cided to permit non-union men to carry
arms to protect themselves from strikers.
It this does not result in bloodshed it
will be contrary to all former experierices,
Such an order is a severe reflection
upon the adminiétration of the law in
San Francisco. The most effective means
of securing liberty to all who desire to
peacefully pursue their oecupations
is to prevent the carriage of deadly
weapons by anyone and prompt dealing
with those who are inclined to resort to
Experience on the Fraser
river proves this.

- * L

Our able contemporary the Nanaime
Herald has misapprehended the spirit in
which a certain article in thesTimes was
written. The following paragraph was
penned in bitterness if the sarcasm = is
not on the surface:

violence.

“Japan is too valuable an ally to be
lost to the British over trifles at the
present time; and after all the grievances
of a few thousand people in British Co-
lumbia weigh but little when placed in
the scale in opposition to the political
schemes of the Empire.”

Ld * Ed

The passage in the British House of
Commons of the estimate of £2,000,000,
Britain’s share of the cost of the Pacific’
cable, calls attention to the fact that
that important work is well under way
and that another year may see it in
operation, The cable is now being
manufactured and the stations prepared.

The actual work of depositing the cable
in its slimy bed will:not take long.

These  forces:

ceive it to be their duty to asperse the'

of business a strike in a _few lines can’]

FINISHED ‘HIS LABORS.

Census Enumerator for Cassiar Has Re-
turned to Skagway—His
‘Wanderings,

Geo, Coutts, census enumerator for
Cassiar, has arrived at Skagway en route
to Atlin, where he will report to J. W,
McFarlane,

He left Atlin, says the Skagway Alas-
kan, in its account of his wdnderings,
on May 4th, and followed the line of the
telegraph-with a dog team-230 miles to:
Telegraph ereek. .From. here: he went
250 miles further to MeDame's' creek
at the héad of Dease lake, From here
he went down the Dease river to Mec-
Dame’s landing, There are many more
Indians in the country than there are
whites, and' a number of Chinese. Most
of the latter are old men who have re-
mained in the district for thirty years
and have made good money in mining.
They don’t wear queues, speak good Eng-
lish -and seem prefectly satisfied with
their surroundings.

When at Glenora Mr. Coutts met:an
employee of the Chinese government who
had come to disinter the bones of all
dead Chinese in the district for shipment
to China. While the great fortunes that
were taken out of the Cassiar in the old
days has denuded the district of its value
as a pick and shovel field the miners of
the Cassiar maintain that the whole
country is rich with pay for. hydraulic
working. All the stores, excepting at
Glenora, are in the hands of the Hudson
Bay company. The fur trade of the dis-
trict only amounts to about $30,600 now.
The trapping 1s - about all dome by the
Indians, and only three whife trappers
are seen in the country. The transporta-
tion of freight into the country, aside
from the Hudson Bay pack traim, is con,
fined to bateaux.on the rivers @nd lakes,

acking on-the backs of Indians and .dog
sledding in the winter, 'The Tibbitts
,Creek "Mining; Co., at the head of Dease

ke, id the only hydraulic proposition in
the district. This, is their first working
season, and 1o clean-ups have been made
so far, ..They ‘are rurming fwo nozzles,
‘have’ spléndid power ‘and dumping facili-
tiee,7ahd # 18 said ‘that their prospecting
| promises exeellent pa¥. All the hardy
| vegetables grow Vigorously and the Chi-
‘nese -have very good fruck . gardens.
About Glenora there are a few small
farms that produce .good erops.of tim-
othy, oats. and barley. There are 1o
mission stations in the. distfict  except-
ing one that has been established this
season at Tahltan.

Down at Liard: there is’ the old pioneer

Hudson Bay fort-in‘a very good state:
of preservation, but it is now used as
a warvehouse for telegraph supplies, The
country is more mountainous than about
Atlin. The  highest_peak in the country
is Mt. Sylvester,  near McDame's creek,
and is 7,000 feet high: There are prom-
ising. copper prospec¢ts 20 miles east of
Glenora and on the Clearwater, 25 miles
up the stream from the Stikine a num-
ber of claims have been staked on a
quartz lode, The lode is in a granite
formation which, with serpentine, is the
country rock  for many ' mniiles about
Glenora. Along MeDame’s creek the
forthation turns to_slate and limestone.
but’ no fossil imprints are observable.
" Pwo days before Mr, Coufts got into
Telegraph ‘creek the government tele-
graph outfit had :gone .out to fill a
90-mile gap between Hazelton and Tele-
graph  eréek, which is expected to be
closed before the end of September.

There are three 'tribes -of Indians in
the country, all speaking different dia-
lects, There are the Tahltans, the
Liards and the Dames’ ereek tribe. The
Liards are still prone to belief in witch-
craft-ard the Kkilling of people among
them who are deemed ‘to have bewitched
is not rare, Mr. Coutts saw 13 bears
while on his way up the river from Me-
Dame’s creek. "Moose and caribou are
also numerotis, : There are more half-
breeds ‘among the Liards than any other
of the tribes. :

Many of the customs of the old Hud-
Lsen Bay regime are still prevalent in
the country, The people are prone to
fiddle, rollick and dance, the white men
being quite content with the company
of young squaws, many of whom are
quite comely at these jollifications.

VANCOUVER CARNIVAL.

Committee Making Good Progress—
Merchants’ Exhibits Will Prove
Attractive.

The citizens’ committee on the Van-
couver Street Fair announces that the
progress so far made by it has now
rea¢hed that point: where sucoess is
assured. - Vancouverites ‘have decided
not to leave to' the amusement pait of
the show all the attractions. On: the
contrary, while insisting’” that these
amusement features will be varied, npm-
erous and first class, theyThave taken
care to do everything in their power to
see that the natural exhibits of the city
are not neglected.

Mineral and matte from thc upper
country, fishing, lumber and minor pro-
ducts will be represented, The mer-
chants individually are putting up large
sums of mondy in making special ex-
hibits, and the row of booths at the en-
trance to the fair will be one of its best
attractions.

The surprise of Monday’s voting for
the Queen of the Carnival was the bold
bid made by the supporters of Miss Lulu
Blackburn for first honors. Voting will
only continue for the next two days, and
the result will soon be known. As each
day passes on the balloting becomes
more and more active, and some startling
changes dre to be looked for before the
Queen is ‘definitely elected.

IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER.

Berlin, July 81.—The court marshal at
Cronberg, speaking of the Dowager Em-
press Frederick, declares that Her Ma-
jesty, concerning whosé health alarming
reports- have again been circulated, is in
no immediate danger, -

INFLAMED FEET.

Foot Elm relieves the inflammation and
soreness of chafed, swollen and sweat-
ing feet, It soothes and cqols bunions,
corrs and ingrowing toenails.

There is no sore, painful, or disagree-
able' qondition of the feet that Foot Elm
will not relieve and cure. Refuse sub-

.gists. or mail,
manville, Ont,

/
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Asked Them
To Resign

Creditors of Green-Worlo’qk &
Co. Estate Digsatisfiled With
Trustees.

A Meeting on August 12th Will
Oonsider ‘the. Question' of
New Management.

At a meeting of creditors of the estate
of Green, Worlock & -Co., held in the
board of trade building yesterday after-
noon, the resignation of the trustees,
Robert Beaven and J. Stuart Yates, was
asked for, and a committee appointed
to recommend a trustee -or trustees to
manage the affairs of the estate at a
meeting to be held on August 12th.

The meeting was an adjourned one, the
previous meeting on the 9th having de-
cided upon this course in order to give
the trustees an oppertunity to prepare a
financial report showing thie :ssets and
liabilities, the receipts and disbursements
of the estate, and to report upon what
they -thought should be done with the
estate, . At the meeting on the 9th all
was -not harmeonions;. angd-at_the mnieet<
ing yesterday.there was no. attempt to
conceal the dissatisfaetion which was felt
by “a pjority of the creditors in  the

tate. : ;
+ The-assignment of |Green, Worlock: &
Co. took plage in 1894, seven years ago.
/The estate.was a large one and.a wide
diversity of assets entered into, the busi-
ness. The creditors also were ; many,
ranging from those who had only small
deposits with the firm to these who had
their whole savings. entrusted to their
keeping. From:March 2nd, 1804, to May
21st, of the same year; the estate was
vested ‘in 'L Coltart, ‘H: F. Heisterman
and J. Stuart Yates as trustees.. From
May 22nd, 1894, to the pregent time,
Robert Beéaven and J. Stnart Yates have
aeted in the capacity of trustees for the
estate, “The former has received $75 a
month, the latter $50 a month, with 5
per. ceut. on '.nll collections and- receipts
and 23 per éent. on all disbursements.
The meeting called on the 9th inst. was

¢| called to consider matters in ¢onnection

with the maturing of the mortgage upon
the property extending from (Government
to, Broad street.” This property, at the
time of the assignment, had been mort-
gaged to the Law Wnion . & Crown Life
Association for ($70,000 at . seven per

The mortgage fell due in 1895, about a
vear after the .agsignment, but an ex-
tension of “the time for payment was
effected. ~ Utilizing the moneys  coming
into their hands, the trustees reduced the
mortgage to $40,000. - They also secured
the money. to pay off the old mortgage
from the Independent Order of Foresters
at a reduced rate of interest. The last
meeting of she ereditors was held four
years ago.

The remuneration of the trustees was !
felt by the creditgrs to be exorbitant, and f
they fyeely expressed themselves to that |
effect yesterday, There were about
cighty of the creditors present, including
many ladies.

The chair was taken by C. E. Redfern. |

Col, Gregory took' exception to the re-!
port presented to the shareholders by the
trustees. He could nowhere find in it a
list of the assets of the estate. What
was. represented as such was not/intelli-
gible enongh to warrant ecalling the
creditors together. The statement showed i
liabilities anmounting to $406.000, but the
trustees had not carried out their instrue-
tions and, furnished the valve of the
various assats,

Robert. Beaven said it was impossible
to put values upon all the assets.

Chairman Redfern said that he figured
the assets at $329.244.48, according to
the values givemn by the trustees and
taking the assessed values of property
when such valuations had not  been !

J. Peirson also could not make the
statement inteligible,. He fizured the
assets from it at $422.000.

Col. Gregory, continuing, said the trus-
tees had not shown a disposition to
make clear the affairs of the estate, He
did not wish to gee the business of the
estate continued simply to give an in-
come to the trustees. -Already they had
made $22,000. The ereditors would like
to get what' there was in the estate for
t!l_em rather thau continue in uncertainty.
The recommendations - were also value-
less.' What the!creditors wanted was a
concise recommendation as to what could
be done with the property. He moved
that the creditors request that the trus-
tees who have had the management of
the Green, Worlock & Co. estate since
1894 resign their offices.

J. Stuart Yates, in explanation, said
that at the last meeting he had intended
to resign, but had not been given an
opportunity to do so. Some of the asper-
sions cast’ by Col. Gregory wpon the
trustees were uncalled for. Col. Gregory
had been the receiver of one of the
debtors of the estate, and the trustees
h{\d not' received a éourteous reply from
him in the matter. There was great dif-
ficulty in putting values upon the assets
of such an estate as this one. The trus-
tees could not always divulge just what
was taking place, as it might Thean a
snlg going off. "There wese difficulties
\}'hlch required the most careful hand-
hr}:. To put ‘vialues wpon some assets
might lead to' trustees being charged
afterwards with misrepresenting affairs.
Knowing the value of R. Beaven he
hoped the resolution would not be second-
ed. As for himself his resiznation was
in their hands,

Andrew Ohlsen seconded the motion.

lf}. V. Bodwell, solicitor for the estate,
pointed out difficulties in connection with
such a motion. . Trustees were not open
to resign their office, nor had the credi-
tors the power to say they must resign.

Col. Gregory explained his method of
dealing with the difficulty, and the mo-
tion was allowed. ;

J. Peirson ‘objected to the way in
which the assets were massed together, b
which made it unintelligible to those in-
terested. He objected to massing $216;-
588 of assets in one lymp. After seven

‘stitutes. and imitations that’ injure the | anthority an a 0 ;

L 3 . applieation was made to
feet. ‘Foot Elmyig 25¢c; a box at all drus- | Mr. Justice Drake for extra remunera-
Stott & Jury, Bow- tion for trustees. Many of the creditors

vears' handling of the accounts he
thought a detailed statement might be
made. He would like to know by whose

adminigteation of the affairs of the es-|

cent., or six per cent. if paid promptly. !

to the $125 a month, which wy
paid, that there was 3 per cent
collection and receipts, and 2} |'}. e

on, all disbursements, With Jox. ; “];?'
per ent. having been receive 1.‘”’
creditors, he felt that the pPayment .
$22,000 for the management or 1, ‘t“‘
tate was too much. He thougl o \'1:
ing could be made in not requ 11;
present office kept for the tru-i 'H“‘
statement submitted did not rey 1,,:."
Iy an understanding of the aff.i, of thr:
estate. It would have been 1y or 1:
have slaughtered the estate ; ] tim‘
of the assignment rather thay, o ‘;”“e
with such a poor understandi . .fu“
true state of the estate. g

. Bragg thought that tho
alone were not to blame. 1,
also the advisory committeo dppointed
to act with them. The trustee 1 h:v..
given too great latitude Ly t}, 'l'h:{
advisory committee had not oy
of the increase in the amount of
muneration. Iour y Wi
a lapse in which to have no
the ereditors. He believed the o
in good shape, and care s<hoyl
to make a judicious move i

Alex. Wilson, a member of the adyie
ory committee, recalled th hat the
first nieeting: was of the debtors of the
estate, who passed a resolution that the
preferred creditors should be paid iy a),
At the first meeting of the creditors Mr.
Wootton was appointed to have the judge
award what was to be reccived by the
trustees. The estate was a peculiar one
It was “rotten to the heart's (-nrv.';
Robert Beaven had dove a great work in
straightening matters up. \With J. &,
Yate#'s resignfition a solurion of the mat-
ter wihs afforded. He did not i
see the matter muddled up n, as
there svere widows with dependent chij-
dren ‘who were creditors of state.
The" creditors showld look to their own
Ainterests and maintain R,
trustee,

Noan  Shakespeare favored acting
rather than indulging in past experi-
ences, The cost of management, it was
telt, should be reduced GO per cent. Thisg
would be the only satistactory solution
of the matter. The hard work whiclr ex-
isted at first was now past. The draw-
ing of a large salary when the work was
over was an outrage. At the last mo-
ment, perhaps in answer to a little bird,
the trustees had favored a reduction in
their number. There was little use in
meeting every five vears without coming
to some decision, which would effect a
reduction of expenses,

Robert Beaven said that he was acte-
ated to make a reply by the remarks of
Mr, Shakespeare alone, whom he felt
wished ‘to do what was right, but who
had been misinformed. He said person-
ally he was neither a debtor or a credi-
tor of the estate. He had been asked to
act as a trustee, and the court had ap-
pointed him as such. When he accepted
he was led to believe that he would
simply have to look after the manage
ment and would be given a clerk to carry
out the work. But he had been given ap
erormous aimount of work., He had given
nearly the whole of his time and his
thoughts to get the estate in shape. The
unsecured creditors had decided that the
secured creditors should be paid off. The
affairs had been straightened up. There
were practieally no encumbrances upon

s boing
n g}

nown
the re.
v long
cting of

Jeaven gy

the estate. He had been given about
$9,000 for seven years’ work. During
his management of the estate there bhad
been more property brought into the es-
tate than would pay his expenses, so
that his services had really not cost them
anything. Only within the last few
manths one of the largest sunits had been
settled. Personaily he wished he had
never seen the estate. He had done his
duty, and in doing so had stirred up
antagonism with many. At present the
expenses should be kept down as much
as possible, and the estate should soon
be wound up. The present conditions in
the *province were such as to frustrate
the indications of a few months ago; that
the estate could be wound up. There had
been in the last three years one suit
which alone would have cost more to
have handled by any one outside of the
estate than would pay his expenses for
three years.

S. Perry Mills thought it was an easy
matter to critize, but the unsatisfactory
condition of the finances in counection
with the estate arose out of the reduced
state in which property throughout the
province was found to be at the present
time

Col. Gregory, before the vote was
taken, made some explanatory remarks.
He said that the insinuations of «J. Stuart
Yates concerning the speaker's conmee-
tion with an interested estate were un-
called for. The speakcr had been the
receiver for the estate of Belyea & M-
Gregor. Upon finding it indebted to the
Green-Worlock estate he had paid the
debt cheerfully. He had no animesity
towards the trustees. In his opinion the
statenients and recommendations asked
for at the last meeting had not been pre
pared. The insinuation made by some-
one that he was seeking the solicitorship
of the estate was incorrect. He thought
Bodwell & Duff had been doing + work
satisfacterily. He believed Robt. Beaven
and J. Stuart Yates were honest. He
did net wish to reflect their in-
tegrity. The trustees might, according
to statute, have called the creditors to-
gether and had them settle upon the rate
of remuneration, rather than go before
the court to have it fixed.

J. 8. Yates, correcting this statement.
said that the creditors had met and could
not agree as to what rate should. he
fixed.

Col. Gregory expressed his willingness
to withdraw the motion should <" trus-
tees state that they would do the work
for a lesser remuneration, and state what
it would be.

The vote being taken. the motion wis
carried by a vote of 188 to 107.

Messre, Kinsman, Shakespeare and
Coigdarippe were unanimously appoint d
a committee and authorized to find 2
trustee or trustees willing to accept the
office and give security to manage t
affairs of the estate at a remuners !
not exceeding 5 per cent., the committee
to report at a subsequent meeting of the
creditors. :

The meeting then adjourned to meet in
the board of trade building on August
12th at 2.30 in the afternoon.
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were surprised to learn that in addition
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-The Craigflower Road Sub

Again Brought Up at Coun
c:l Meeting.

Provisions of By-Law to Be (
ried Out—Widening Gar-
bally Road.

©. the Craigflower Road, the Craigfl
Road, L
Again serenely bobs, ;
Qur fancied respite, alas, takes flight
And ealm position robs.
Fternal jaw has rung the changes
“Through universal ranges—
When shall the agony stop ;
—The Man on the Back Ben

2

It was thus that one bard desc
the somewhat prosaic subject of
Craigflower road dispute .at »t.h?
council last night. Routine had just
disposed of, and the” aldermen Werg
ginning to think of home, avhen LL\J
bone of contention was bronsfht \t)-

The eommunication from ¥ vll‘ ¢ 7
ory, svhich had becn received :“}.
fm the table a few weeks 180, ]“ ilf; ;
read, and in connection with 11
Beckwith moved that the (vmfl.ulwﬂ
out e pro\‘i,\'inn.\' of the Craig
Hoad By-law.

Ald, Stewart secon .
Ald. Cameron- strongly ‘j]'l'j'\‘"*l”‘_hl
<aw no reason O gense n lnlv‘\ll.lll'\
Jarge and UNNECesSATY eXPEnse ‘l“f.“
“The council had no money to carry
and the people (\11‘4-('11§ i
ested as a \\'hn‘h‘ «I]ll‘.l l:mt \‘;‘1;1111;-“1“:
wopened. Alds. ail, s
Kinsman coneurred with .\ln?. ,m;
while the other nvl(-nﬂwrs of the
3 orted the motion.
su,lr\)llyd.ltliinsnmn pointed out that 2
tition bearing 140 signatures had
sent in to the council some time ago
ing that the road be not opened up,
also to the fact that a nm.nln-r of]
depuations which had \\'am-d‘ ‘.'El
board in the committee room were
thoroughly representative of the
munity immediately concerned.

Ald. Beckwith, however, ﬂ.l(h.ll;_'llt:
fully 90 per cent. of people living 1
neighborhood desired that the by-la

snacted.
5 The mption pussil}: tl.w mn.ttvr
Jeft/in abevance until this evening

The usual number of communica
read included one from J. Ste
Pierce, in regard to the constructig
a bridge ot Point I'lll}('(n"\'lu'ln.\'\
letter from England and asking t.hn
council do nothing towards lettin
contract for building the strul
antil he could present plans, ete.
writer was of the opinion that
ferro-concrete bridge is the one
should be adopted, it being a stru
largely made of steel, with a substs
stone front. The cost of it was P
by the letter enclosed as being apy
mately within $10,000. The com
cation was received and referred 4
city engineer for report.

$Villianm Walter, agent general fol
province of British Columbia at Lo
wrote notifying the council that he
placed tlte advertisement of the sa
the city debentures in the Times.

Received, filed and city clerk instr
to suitably asknowledge,

. Inving Taylor. secretary of the
perial Automatic Voting .\I:mhim-A |
pany. acquainted the beard of havin
ceived a new machine for municipal
poses, which he invited a committyg
the council to inspect. The invit
was accepted according to request
mayor naming as a committee
Kinsman, Williams and Cooley, cit
licitor and the returning officer.

Thomas Hooper asked that a new
walk be laid about his premises af]
corner of Menzies and Belleville st
as the old one had not only wort
but was becoming dangerous., Refd
to the city engineer with power to
James Smith wrote applying fort
sition of superintendent of the con
tion work on the new Point Ellice b|
‘when that position was created,
ceived and placed on file.

C. C. McKenzie sent in a reques
sewer extension on Stanley avenue.
letter was referred to the city eng
for report.

James Brooks complained of a
drain: in the Taylor mill lecality, w
Ald.; Beckwith urged to have reme
He moved that thg matter be refy
to the city engineer for immedia
port, and this course was pursued.

John Smith, of the Fairfield dairy
plied for permission to keep more
the number of cows mentioned in th
law .within the city limits, his plae
ing situated near Beacon Hill,

Ald. Cameron believed that -thd
quest should be acceded to, the pla
the letter explained, having give
cause for complaint.

The matter was disposed of by
ting it to the sanitary officer for rq

A report from the city engineer, H
ing inspector and city solicitor was
read as follows:

To His Worship the Mayor and Boal

Aldermen:

Gentlemen:—The petition of James
nard and others respecting the sid
*n Douglas street, between Johnson
Pandora streets, having been referred
We have the honor to report as follow]

We are of opinion that the improvd
asked for is a desirable one, and.as i
be nhecessary that the proposed new
ture should conform té6 the proper gra
the street,. several of the buildings fre
On the street would be below the new

We would therefore respectfully su
to your honorable body that the of
Should meet the property owners a
by the sidewalk, and suggest to them
the council would be willing to lay a
Sidewalk to the proper street grade p
g no claim be made by the pro
“Wners for compensation for any al
Injury which they may consider acer
them in consequence of the building d
new sidewalk to the new grade.

On motion of Ald, Williams the 14
Was received and adopted. It was a
that the meeting for the consideratid
the matter be set for Mgnday afte
at 4 o'clock. 0

A report from the city purchd
#gent was then submitted, statin
"Xespect to a letter from Erskine, W4
Co., that groceries not supplied
<ontract were purchased from diffy

led ‘the motion,

the work,




