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Kitchener has made a tour of all the
positions in South Africa; and is now
$a Capetown in consui¢#ifion with Gen.
Roberts. The Sirdar is noted for the de-
Eberation of his movemeénts, and it may
Be some time before his purposes become
apperent, but it will not be surprising if
some grand. scheme to strike a blow that
will break
rgmigm should unfold. itself.

{

That - the

Roers are mow. anxious ‘and uncertain

of what is in store for them is appar-

ent from the dispatches this morning: |

The great losses they are reported to

Tave sustained in the fighting with Gen. j

Baler's forces may be ptaken as substan-

beaten army would have taken some af
vambage
#he whole the clouds are lifting, und the:
sppareat uncertaimty of Jou-bert» as
to where the mext blow is to fall in-
ereases the chances of the suoccess of

Buller's present advamce to the reﬂ'iefl

of Ladysmith,
THE POLITICAL SITUATION.
EECI LS
We think a mistake was made by the

government in refusing .to adjourn the
debate on the €oal Mines ' Regulation
Bill when first requestéd to de so last
might, for the opposition should be al-
Iowed to advance all the argumeénts they
Rave at command in support of the po-
sition they have taken in defence of ‘the
employment of Chinese in mines.  No
doubt it is desirable that no time should
Be lost in the dispatch of public business,
But when great interests are involved, as
great interests are involved in this in-
stance, it is desirable that the matter
should be discussed from every possible
point of view. We do not know what
pesition Mr. Prentice occupies on the
. ®oer of the House, but after the pro-
ecedings last night he can hardly be de-
seribed as a thick and thin supporter of
the government.

This morning the Colonist appeals to
the member for East Lillooet to ring
down the curtain on the present govern-
mrent and make clear the path for a
stable, and we may presume, ‘“business,”
administration. But suppose Mr, Pren-
tice transfers his allegiance to the op-
positign, what will happen? We are toid
it woild not be necessary to appeal to
to tio country, and if that be a fact, up-
am ohom can the Licut.-Governor call
wli.» zould be likely to form an adminis-
tri\ .« which would command a magor-
ity o the present House? Clearly not

M.. iurner, the present leader of the ;

epy-vition, -for not only have we been
#old. chat he is impossible as the head
of any future government in British Co-
Tembia, as a generation has arisen that
Enows him not, but during the life of
the present 'legislature ‘he has already
‘Been dismissed from office by His Honor,
and his recall would be an anomdly and
without precedent, we’ believe, in the
Kistory of parliamentary government.
With Mr. Turner out of the question,
who ameng his followers is capable of
farming a government strong enough to
.atfcact supporters from ' the other side

use?  Mr. Eberts is vehement

is attitude on thé mem-
‘on which he told His

or thit it was |
ncial - strong .|

Box withgut his UPe has been for-
‘golteniéther” by FRS#Shor or the ¢oun-
ﬁ/y.‘lVV 'j; ¥ .,;;ibv\%@.fiave‘ exhausted the
- Jist, of . pos Rremiers, but let us’ sup-
' ' -8 dark horse somewhere in
und, capable of forming a

€ yddivecting the affairs of

the provipce and Mr. Prentice did join
e Hoppers; what would the position of
the parties ‘then be? All the members of

%

t!;e government party appear to be firm
~im’ their, allegiance to Mr. Semlin, but

"Bt us’ admit that ongdes them, might. bt

induced to takéui}ﬁkﬁaif of ‘the speaker.
Mr. Higgins seeMs at last to have land-
ad firmly -on, ;" y feet, but what ‘about
Kr. Martin?‘:(]?__h speaking in the House
Yesterday,; Affernoon the third member
for Vancdliver spoke in terms of the
most withering scorn of the late ‘I'urner
sdministration, and it is ¢lear any gov-
ernmment which might be formed would
Bave his uncompromising opposition. So
we find a change of -the character ad-
wacated by our own ingenious contem-
porary would land us exactly in the
position we now occupy, with the ex-
eeption that ‘the new government would
Be at the tender mercies of Mr., Martin,
as Mr. Prentice is said to hold ‘the life
of the present one in his'hands.

Look at the matter from any stand-
point, and ‘the conciusion is inevitable
that if the present government be de-
feated, thére is oaly one way to secure
# stable one, and that is _through the!
agency of- a general election.

XQ CHINESE IN MINES,

We assure our morning contemwporary
that the object of the bilk now before the |
wgislature is mot to prohibit Chiuese'ﬁ
from working in the mines of Mr. :
Dunsmauir, but to exclude them from all |
ghe «codl mines ‘of the province, The ,
government dees not attempt to dleny}
that that'i¢ the real purpose of the bill,"!
and we ‘aré’satisfied that the great mai-
jority of the people of the px"_m'in('e are
bebitvd them . im their determinntion - to
nvake this-the law and enfoxjéé it.”' No
wonder’ - the ' opposition’look “'depréssed |
ever this mattet, for they are perfectly |
aware of their, fate if they go.to the
country ;on. their reeord as opposing tHis -
MeARUPL L W s B

In décidifig that the ‘Bill iiv quéstion

i
i

the back of the Boer cam- '

. ‘avedl mimers; is there any reason why ali the
tialy correct, for any but a practicallye R

Ot Brosat ot S ‘f'"fiié numerous undertakings in- which the

Provincial
Legislature.

h&kﬁe‘ume lnw we do not bglieve .th-at
private  individpajs bave been copsider-
ed at aM; il - consideration was:
Wilh it be inthen ople |
as a whole?  ¥Pyoprietors of coal mines
or companies OWDINg coal mines (':anmot
be considered from the same point of
view @as those engaged in ordinary com-
mencial occupations, They have sgcur-
! od valuable franchises from the province,
! and surely it wil not be denied -t?l-at t}.xe
' people through their rcuvresemtun'vesm
the legislature have the right to impose
| certuin conditions and restrictions upon
‘‘those who wconduct the operations of
" these industries. Some of the coal mines |
1'in ' British  Columbia have proved finan-

Mr. McPhillips Speaks a Couple !
of RHours or so on Coal Mines
Regulation.

Mr. Joseph Martin’s Views There-
anent -Mnch Routine Busi-
ness Di:posed Of.

b ein) successes without the aid of Chinese

ines should not pay without the aid
¢ know that in

¥ Mongolian lubor? Captain Irving’s Patriotic Resolu-

tion--Mr. Kellie's Long-
frm of R. Dunsmuir & Sons are engaged

: : = Haired Bill.
they employ many people, as stated in

the Colonist, and we have mever heard 3

lany complaint as to the " salaries paid;
but these things have nothing whatever
to do with the questiom of the employ-
ment of 'Chinese in «coal mines. The |
mines in which. Mongolians are emp‘roy-‘
ed are nmot as safe for the miners ‘as S

those from which Chinamen ure excind- ' Victoria, Feb. 1st, 1900.
ed; the people of this province believe | Mr, Speaker: took the chair at 2 p.an.
that Chinamen should mot be employed Prayers wete ‘offered by Rev, Dr. W“T,
in the coal or metalliferous mines, and { g5y " The atfendance of the public at
wil insist on their will.being carried the apening "of -the proceedings was
out, and in opposing the measure now ! small, but as the afternoon wore on'the
before the House the opposition are pro- F throhi . inckoased. to quite respegétable
Yiling the govermnent . Wil some Fery . dimensions, the ladies aga'n turning out
effective campaign material. “The point i L ’

of paramont importance to the people
of British Columbia is, what would the
effect be on the [province if in sel\f-de-|
fence, and in ordes to.compete with the
| Mongolian-mined coal, 41l the mines put
Chinese in - their Sworkings? That ‘is, 5 :
something to thigk over, and-we believe | Pho?’mx, B. C., in favor of
the government are justified in pesorting law.

to any measures within the law: to avert ; By Mr. J. M. Ma.r't'm, frorq M. G. pen-
such a colamity ¢ {ny and others, ecitizens and -business
: ' men of Phoenix, B. C., in favor of

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT.'.misht-hour law.”

In the article on “Workers in Coal By Mr. J. M. Martm., from W. ‘H.
Mines,” in last night's Times, it was Hamilton and others, residents o‘f White-
stated ithat owing to the early age at ‘ water, B. C.. in favor of "“Eight-hour
which boys started to work in mines in l law.” :
the Old Country they had not much of | By Mr. J. M." Martin, frqm Sa'm.uel
an opportunity to attend school. Our ; Feeler and -others, of Rossiand mining
attention has been called to the present distriet, in favor of “Eight-hour law.”
law of Great Britain, which in effect! By Mr. McPhillips, from the B. C.
is that no boy or girl who has mot pass- | Mills Trading and Timber Co., ﬂl}d
ed the fourth standard and can produce | others, opposing certain clauses. in bill
a certificate to that effedt shall be em- \ to cop.?olidatfe the ﬂ\l’anc&mlr:;eglt{)fai;sé

i a2 U m the e
plo.ye(.i i gt Sntlegmene Rl e W’I;Iel?ntg:gi IrEOxtennsion aﬁd Wellington
BT"?allu' o i 12'yeans g coal mines were" presented by Mr. Bry-
age shall be employed in a mine. ! don, but'ruled eut of order by the chair
i !as containing no prayer to the House.
{ The petifions in question read: - “The
Nelson Tribune. | petition c;ff" e ‘Wellington (lor Wellmgi;(;r:

Two years ago the electors withdrew | FeXtension) C0i#l mine employees agal
the priV'l)Iege wh%c.h enabled D. M. Bberis Section 3, bill 1,."1900, to amen'd.tjhe Coal
to be rude to every member of the legis- ;'Mines Regulation Act, prohibiting -the
iature whom he did not like, as H. D.,employment underground of any person
Helmcken will probably attest.
Forster will no doubt become more parlia-
mentary as he becomes accustomed to his
job, but until he does it would become
men like Eberts to hold ‘their peace. |

e .

. Liquor License Bill Pfé@hces In-
teresting Discussgion--Supreme
Court Act Amendments.

Petitions,
The following petitions were read and
ordered to be printed: i
By Mr. J. M. Martin, from John Rior-
dan and others, miners and residents of
“Eight-hour

ONE ON MR. EBERTS,

| printed in English, and to ‘understand
the same to the satisfaction of .the in-
gpector,” .. L. o -
By Mr. Prentice:
The petition of William Farrell, of the
A NICE AGGREGATION, ICity of - Vancouver, banker, humbly
Fort Steele Prospector. ' ghoweth: . SR N
“Politics makes strange bedfellows,” il 1 That a petition has'been presented
a true proverb and well illustrated by the . to your honora,ble'HOL‘se in behaif of 'W.
presence in the same hard bed of opposi-| B. Davey, J. B. Donald, and Aler'{andgr
tion” of the renowned quartette, Turner, of :Miller, praying for the inc(_)rporatxon'by
companies fame; our own DBaker, late of ' private act of a telephone and telegraph
St. ‘ Joseph's prairi€; Joe Martin, of Mani- | company, with power to operate in ‘the
loba and the Rossland banquet; and toe ' province of British Columbia generally.
muech'wearied Higglius, our champion poli- f 2. That T am a shareholder in the New
tical acrobat, Westminster & Burrard Inlet Telephone
’ ' - ! Qo., operating’ in New!'Westminster and
TORONTO. ITEMS: | 'Vancouver; and-in the Vernon & Nelson
; (As‘sod——o_‘—zi'ted Préti} , ‘Telepione Cb operatin.g m the Mam-
; ; et e | land of British Columbid, and my inter
Toronto, Feb. 3.—At . meeting of the | sibs (ha -goeh' shareldier 'will be:prejo-

;E&l%idﬁnwagagé‘égi,d Iﬁ,isotcgﬂ;lg:m I:esﬁ' - dicially affected by the passing of such

out the season’s output to' a syndicate, | ?
but to stand together. ;
Ontario Rugby: Union has determ

ct. s 43
3. That the said petitioners have not
ined | complied with1 th(;_ rules;f Wit;lﬁ:{el%ar%“tlg

mj 0 fonadista w31 3+ notice of applications~ for 1te

b e ctiomtiets nd will I 07 e ereetion of feegraph and_tele
comstitution. against: it. { phone lines, nor have Yhey.comphed .w1th
Local customs returns for . January the rule requiring a deposit of a prmtgd
show an increase of $250,000, compared ¢€ODPY of the bill with the clerk of t t;
with the spme month of last year.  House eight days before the openm.gﬂ(:
-Aceording to the figures of the new di- ; the session, together with a copy of re
‘rectory, just out, ‘Toronto has now a i petition and notices, and the payment (t"
popullation of 250,000. {the clerk of the House of the sum o

» | three hundred dollars ($300).
RIOT AT RIO JANEIRO. | Wherefore your petitioner prays that
: S geren leave shall not be granted to the said pe-
Sl Al | titioners to presemt their said bill to
Rio- Janeiro, Feb. 3.—In consequence ' your honorable House, and that your
] of serious disturbances yesterday and to- petitioner may have leave to appear by

day, four naval officers and a number of counsel to oppose the same.
marines have been arrested and will be | Dated the 1st day of February, 1900.

tried by court-martial on the charge of (Signed) W. FARREL,

provoking riots. Lyman N. Duff, parliamentary agent of

The End is Paralysis. W. Farrell

If the Wasted Nerves are not Restored
and Revitalized by Dr. Chase’s
Nerve Food.

Motions.

Mr. McPhillips asked leave to intro-
| duce a bill intituled the “Queen’s Coun-
' sel Act Amendment Act, 1900.”

Bill read a first time; second reading
next sitting of the House.
. Mr. Green asked leave to introduce a
: bill intituled “An Act to make special
- provision with regard to the qualifica-
. tions of the members of the Council or
i the City of Sandomn.”

Bill' read a first time; second reading
next sitting.

“A living mind in a dead body” is the
way paralysis is sometimes described.
What can be more horrible than to lose
all control of the body.and feel death-
gradually claiming you for its own?

Sleeplessness, nervousness, headache; !
botngs, cosy Smagve e ooy 107 | Mz, Tigins asked the Hon. the Ator
the body are symptoms of ‘the nerve ex- | ney-General the following questions:

: g ¢ h 1. If he is aware that the salaries paid
haustion which will finally end in paraly- | S ;
sis, nervous prostcation or insanity. y each member of the British Columbia

: | judiciary is one thousand dollars per an-
Whether overwork, worry or irregular ;num less than the salaries paid the On-
habits were the cause, .restoration 'can tario and Quebec judiciary? §
.?fwmxzts);‘tif:??rl;?tlr;egio?wgi?; f&)tio%hge’z f 2 If he is so aware, wh'ether it is his
i . intention to call the attention of the Do-
Nerve Food, the great restorativé in pill minion government to the anomaly, and
form, | request that the salaries of B. C. judges
Dr-_Chase’s Nerve Food instils vital en- ' be raised to a level with that of the pro-
ergy into the body, stops . the wasting. vinces of Ontario and Quebec?
process and gradually but surely buildsf Hon. Mr. Henderson replied: 1. Yes..
up. the system, creates new -nerve force' 2. A resolution will be introduced touch-
and permamently cures all nervous disor- | ing the question referred:to,
ders {md weaknesses of men, women | Mr. McPhillips: asked the Hon. the
and children. : |Minister of Finance and the Hon, the
As a restorative its efficacy is unrival- l

Chief ~Commissioner” of . Lands and
led by any preparation known t¢ science, | Works the following duestions:

It‘ restores color to the ‘cheeks, round-! 1. Has any tablé of rates chargeable
ness to the form and elasticity to every ' for rents, royalties, tolls and charges’in
movement: of the body. 50 cents a box. respect of the waters of the crown, un-
at’ all ‘dealers, or Edmanson, Bates & der the “Water Clauses Oonsolidation

Questions,

' Chief .
. Works, not the Minister of Finance, who
' answers - the question,
: 1. Yes; a schedule of rates was fixed by

:with a view to the development of a high

\pepmsideration by the government.
\ qﬁﬁgs of those who have recorded water
; .;3'6&3—;13,_1899, so, fas as returns have been

Speaker | who is unable to read the special rules as |;

5
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solidation Act Amendment Act, 1899,” i'would : bei as. well.to let . the ,se.ctipn

been fixed?

2. What rates (if any) have .beem col- .

lected from individuals or corporations
during the calendar year 1899 for the
users .of waters of.the crown on waters
of the crown that they may have records
of, and the names of such individuals |

and corporations?

1. It is the
Lands and

Hon. Mr, Cotton replied:
Commissioner = of

The answer is:

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor in i
Council on the 18th August, 1897, and

| was published in the B. C. Gazette. 2. .
| The rates prescribed by the schedule,
' except ‘id ‘the case

of companies who
have recorded large quantities of water*

horse power, in which case the rates |
" provided by the schedule would be exces- |
sive. In such cases the payment of fees

has been held in abeyance, pending a re. | countries where legisiation of this char-

It would be impos- |
. sible for him to ecite precedents, for this

vision of the schedule, which is under
The

re(':éi.‘v'éd from the various offices through-

out the province are as follows (here fol- |

16w ‘thé: Rames of 152 persons, firms and
* incorporaliycompanies).
\ Mr, A/ WaiSmith asked. the Hon. the
' Minister 'of - Mines the following ques-
tions}

W'hy was it necessary for the Minister

of ‘Mines to issue the notice, as publish- !

@d in the Gazette, 20th April, 1899, that
the ;powers conferred upon mining re-
corders by section 6, “Placer Mining Act
Anmendment Aet, 1899,” ard by section
8 of ‘the “Mineral: Act’ Amendment Act,
1899.”. should -not be exercised by them
until so directed By the Minister of
Mines? :

Was the noticé issued by authority of
section 150 of the “Placer Mining A¢t,”
|.’md section 13 of the “Mine'm} %c_tf!l_’:’
| If yes, has the .order or regulatxon\begn
"laid before the legislative assembly,: as
. required by Placer Mining and Mineral
Acts?

Hon. Mr. Hume replied: This depart-
ment considered these sections quite
! clear as to their intent and meaning, as
| only -legalizing the acts of a 1aining re-
corder should he be called upon—by the
exigencies ‘of the service or by this de-
partment—to act in the place or stead of
a gold commissioner who might be un-
able: to so act owing to sickness, absence
or. other cause, viz: that the powers of a
gold commissioner “May be performed
by a4 mining recorder,” and that the sec-
fion was in no sense mandatory. As an
example of its application, I might say
that the mining recorder at New Denver
has been instructed to act as gold com-
missioner within the Slocan mining diyi-
sion, pending the appointment of a gold.
commissoner - for that district, and his

4 acts as such have force under this sec-

tion. The notice in the Gazette of. the
20th ‘April, 1899, was issued by.me:to
the: mining recordens as officers of' this
partment, to assure a uniform pragtice
in:the service, and inasmuch as any’other
interpretation would have caused:great

instructions were not issued under-seetion’

tion 13 of the Mineral Act.
: Question of Privilege. :* (',
‘. ‘Mr: A, W. Smith rose to ‘a .quesfion:

had reported him on January 3lst..as
saying, in reference to the Small Dgbts
A¢t; that he had seen an instance-of the
fee .system in Vernon. . He begged to
say he had never been in Vernon in his
life, that he had never seen gny instance
of the kind mentioned, and that he never
miade such a remark,

The - Legislative Assembly has some
wionderful acoustic properties.

The Asylum Inquiry,

Mr. Higgins said it would be neces-
sary for the members of the committee
appointed -to .enquire" into the condition
of New Westminster asylum; to visit the
establishment to -inspect it themselves.
He moyer ‘the 'suspension of the rules
and ' thie adoption of the report.

The Premier asked if Mr., Higgina
could give the House some idea of whit
the committee wouyld -attain ' by~ this;
what such a procedure would do.

Mr. Higgins could not enter into detail;
it would be most indecent to do so-as it
was a most delicate question to touch
upon, as it would wound the. feeiings of
the friends of the unfortunate persons.
The report was adopted.

A Small Gale,

Mr. Higgins rose to @ question of priv-
ilege. He would continue to rise until
the business of this House was conduct-
ed in a manner more in accordance with
his preconceived ideas of what that con-
duct should be, He had asked many
days ago for 'a return of ali correspond-
enze dealing with the eight-hour law,
and he now finds only a mutilated ab-
stract. The House had a right to have
that correspondence in its entirety. He
moved the rules be suspended and the
correspondg'm)e brought down forthwith,
In reply to a question from the govern-
ment Mr. Higgins continued angrily:
“You want me to tell you' what has
been done with that correspondence?
Well, it's been held back.,” It was a
disgrace this legislature should be so
treated. He was surprised the honor-
able gentleman did not attempt expran-
ation as to why fhis correspondence was
not printed. .

Mr. Xidd thought Mr.
charge quite out of place.

Public Bills,

The Hoouse went into committee of tha
whole to consider the message of ‘His !
Honor the Lieut.-Governor’s transmit- |
ting bill intituled An Act to amend the |
Liquor License Act, 1899. * The commit-
tee reported the bill complete, report ad-
opted and bill read a first time; reading
next gitting. ;

The reports on the Jurors Act Amend-
ment bill and the Game biil, the latter |
with the Attorney-General’s amendments '
included, were adopted and the bills ad- '
vanced for third reading next sitting,

Supreme Court Bill,

‘The House went into committee on the
Supreme Court bill, Mr. Ralph Swmith ia’
the chair. = Mr, McPhillips said it was -
the opinion of the bar of Vancouver-that
two sittings of the court would be too
few and suggesdted that there be three
sittings. e aE R S
The Attorney-General quite agreed
with this. Representations’ had been

Higgins's

Co., Toronto:  Book free, v i lAct, 1897,” and “Water Clauses Con-!

received from the Vancouver bar and it

" moved

: the- debate.

confusion and been inexpedient. " These |.

150 of the Placer Mining Act, nor Q'g-{s'e,c--

‘of priviiege: The Victoria Daily Timhes’

stand.
Mr. Joseph Martin said as that was

| this legislature ag respects the empl

reaily the' whole bill the whole bill bet-

ter stand. This was agreed to and the
committee reported progress and asked
leave to sit again.
The Companies Bill.
The House went into committee of the

whole on the Companies bill, Mr. Rob-
Reported progress, '

ertson in the chair.
The adjourned committee in the Small
Debts bill followed the same course,
Coal Mines Regulation Bill,
Col. Baker was not ready to proceed

with the adjourned debate which he had
the previous day, owing to ab: !
sence of cerbain information he was exs:

He moved the adjournment of
Negatived.

Mr. McPhillips would have expected
the President of the Council in bringing
in sucha bill would have instanced other

pecting.

acter was enforced.

| bill requires that no one be employed

{ underground who is not able to read and |

understand the rules. In this western
. province, with all the experience of other
i countries extending over a long period

{ of time, it is strange that it should re- |
madn for this province to introduce 9egis-
iation of such a-drastic character, with- ; U :
! Norway,

out precedent whatever, The failure on
the part of the President of the Council

of this country are so dissimilar to those

cial legislation here was a tribute to the
ineffectiveness of his reasoning. We
were again to be ‘treated to the shameful
illustration -of a rTesponsible government
under ‘the British crown .endeavoring by
indirect: methods 'to break down the high-
est tribunals, .“Such proceedings ecould
not. be' charaecterized properly except in
the strongest language. This government
was _arrogating to itself a position no
reasonable men should affect; they were
usurping the functions of the govern-
ment at Ottawa, It was not within the
power ‘of ‘this legislature to do that

had no right to enter upon at all. It
was for the Dominion government to de-
cree what rights and privileges foreign-

this country.

ple who come here as to what they shall
learn.

this country, (hear, hear), but he was
not going to make himself a party to

the. Privy Council. He had been very
 genuity the President of the Council had
introduced this bill. If that gentleman’s

the Privy Council who had given their
‘deeision so..emphatically—

Mr. Ralph Smith—What in?

Mr.. : McPhillips—On the question of
the, introduction. of - Oriental labor into
| the industries of - "this country—that
-speech ‘would have immediately impress-

¥ .ed “them as an dttempt being made in-

argue that this bill was palpably a sub-
sterfuge  to exclude Chinese from the
minés and quoted copiously - from a
judgment of Liord Watson to show that
this was improper Jegislation. He held
the Dominion government had exciusive
right in such matters, and blamed the
President of the: Couneil for not reading
-And ‘studying -the ‘B.N.A, Act. He had
always- found that.the very men who
talked most about the rights of the pe>-
ple iare the very ones who place shackles
on the people.

Mr. McPhiliips. to illustrate his point.
declared there were thousands of people
n Scotlm;td who eould not read English.
This brought a swift protest from some
members - opposite, but Mr. McPhillips
stuck ‘to his point and promised to back
it up with statistics,  He said “thous-
ands in iScotland couid read nothing but
Gaelic. The same -could be said of
Wales and Ireland, yet these

Mr. McPhillips then used “Tommy At-
kins” as an example of the men who
cannot read English and yet are first-
rate 'workmen, - This was also protested
against by several members, but Mr,
MePhillips said he was prepared to
prove kLis contention from statisties in
this also. He next mentioned the
French-Canadan, contradicting Dr. Me-
Kechnie’s statement that there were no
Franch-Canadian miners in British Co-
lumbia. There were many of them in
the Crow’s Nest coal mines. He deciar-
ed this legislation was on a par with a
great deal of the legislation which had
emanated from the same source. He then
moved the adjournment of the debate.
This was negatived. Mr. 3McPhillips then

ing the following amendment
bill:

‘“To strike out ali the words after ‘that’
and to insert in lieu thereof:

‘““Whereas it is provided in b1l No. 14
being ‘An Act to Amend the Coal Mines
Regulation Act’ in section 8 thereof, ‘No
owner, agent or manager of a mine shall
employ underground or allow to be un-

to - the

Regulation Act’ applies, any person who
is unable to read the special rules for
82id mine as printed in Fmglish, and to
understand the same to the satisfaction
of the inspector,

2

probd

upon the exclusive authority of the par-
Hament of Canada.

“And whereas it has been held by Her
Majesty in ber privy couneil that "egis-

the provincial legislature and illegal,

“And whereas the effect of any such
legislation will not be of any beneficial
effect in iphibiting the employment of
-Orfental Jabor; which is so. much depre-
cated i’ this province, in that it has bHeen
held by Her :Majesty in her privy coun-
cil that the legislature of the Dominion
s invested with exclusive authority in
all matters which directly concern the
rights and privileges and disabilities of
the class of ‘Chinamen who are resident.
in the provinces of Canada,

“And whereas any such treatment will:

. . . . 1
lation of this character is ultra vires of

{ well knowmn principle of law, and fur-

—

be valueless and without the powens of

ment of “Oriental Tabor. or, the- emy),.
meat of aliews or naturalized aliens,
“And nwhereas the proposed legislat,,
is an attemypt ‘to do indirectly that whic:,
cannot-be ‘done directly, ‘contrary ¢, .

oy-

)

| ther against the decision of the highest

i held to be within
' legislature it would be miost banefu)

to demonstrate also that the conditions Wil
| miother tongue

of all other countries as to warrant spe- |

which - that government refuses to do; ,
it was a trespass upon an authority they i

ers or aliens may enjoy in any part of ;
But. he denied the right |1
claimed by this governmentabout the peo- ; in any bill.”

Not every one who opposed this |

measure was a favorer of Oriental la- |
bor; he was opposed to Oriental labor in |

legislation which is valueless. He would :
like to see this govenment endeavor to !
carry out the decision recently given by :

much amused to see with what little in- !

speech were read out to the lordships of i

people |
were, many of them, ffirst-class workers. ,

derground for the purpose of employment i
in any miné to which the ‘Coal Mines |

tribunal of appeal in the Ewmpire,

“And whereas even if' ‘such PIopose
legistation became law the test calle
for, ‘read in English and understand ¢
rules,” wou’d lbe as easy ofcomipliay.,
with by many of the Asiatic miner.
by many of the miners of other nat; :
ality and not result in ‘eliminating (O,
ental Jabor from the mines. '

“Amd whereas also if any such ens
ment icould have the force of law ang
the power of ().
its effects in that it would imesult in 1
dismissal of and the loss of the emy
ment ta hundreds of miners in this I
vince thoroughly capable as miners, 1,
who are not able to read English, ..
though in tke great majority of syl
cases it is their mother tongue.

“And whereas there are many minep
who are French-Canadians who, whil.:
they may be able to read French, ¢a
not read English.

“And whereas there are many ot
miners ' British' subjects by ‘naturaliza
tion, the countries of their birth beinz
Sweden, Germany, Francc
Denmark, Belgium,” Spain, Portugal and
Ita’y, who may be dble to read-in their
although not able to read

.In BEnglish. :

“And whereas no such legislation as i
contemplated to' be enacted obtains in
Great Britain to-day, the''act in force
there being the “Coal Mines Regulation
‘Act, 1887 1 ;

“And whereas in’ England, Ireland,
Scotland and Wales thousands of miners
empioyed in.the coal mines are not able
to read English, it cannot be contended
that the legislation is warranted upon
any grounds of publie policy, but on the
other hand, will be legislation hurtful to
the best interests of British subjects and
white labor, and inimieal to the develop-
ment of industries in this province,

“Therefore be it resolved that the pro-
vision that persons unable to read in
English shall not be employed under-
i ground in &any mine to which the ‘Coal
| Mines Regulation Aect’ applies and all
other provisions in the said bill having
relation thereto should not be contained

.M‘r. Joseph Martin said this bill con-
'Lzu_ned a number of clauses which were
quite proper, and to which he had no
objection. whatever, except this debated
one, No. 3, to which amendment would
be offered in ‘committee of the whole,
He did not at ail agree with the resolu-
tion which is proposed, or, admit that
because the privy couneil’s decision that
4 previous statute of this province pro-
hibited Chinese this was u'tra vires that
it is impossible to pass this legislation.
He admitted, however, that the decision
places a great cbstruction in the way of
effectively legislating. on this question.
| But it would be very poor poliey for the
 legislature to say because there may
li.begsou‘ne doubt as to the comstitutional-
jAty, therefore it womld not attempt to
i deal with other matters of great mport-
i ance. They were-bound to aim to abate

tht public. evil {the influx of Chinese)

iy every ovay possible;, taking chances

'quect]y to ride down their decision.: The |-as to the constitutionality: of their policy.
speaker-then“went on at great length to’

It woudd be absurd to resemaet swhat has
been declared 'to be uncomtitutional; it
. would only be wupset. by that highest
Ico».urt. As to the question of prohibiting
| aliens of any kind from. working under-
| ground,  that «court may decide that any
attempt made in that direction is an
attempt to do indirectly what could
not be done directly. The province was
pretty well all of one mind as to the
i Chinese Jabor question: there is a .min-
ority ‘which' favons ‘that labor, but the
bulk of public opinien was strongly
against it." The minority objection might
be ‘taken first., The statute says that
all persons employed. . shall be able to
read and understand the special .rules
'to the satisfaction of the inspector, That,
in l_1is o'_pinion, was most ecertaindy vicious
Jegislation. The speaker went om at
some length to show how the inspector
. might be actuated by unworthy niotives.
Such a power might be abused greatly.
He-asked the House to remember they
were passing what must be looked upon
as permanent legislation, and to give
-full‘l iconsideration to what they were do-
ing, Every member of the House could
be excluded under that section as it
stood, and the position of the inspector
would be such they could get no benefit
from any court to which they might ap-
pea’. It is a nwel' known rule of law
{hat once a legislature delegates discre-
tionary powens to an official no court can
frrterfene to prohibit him from exercis-
ing hi"s powers. A proposition of this
- kind would not, he thought, receive the
support of the people of this province.

" opinion with it.

The majority objection is that to carry
out the jprinciple of this bill, with which
be was in perfect sympathy—to exclude

; al] Chinese and Japanese this legis ature
“ would do gross injustice to a large class
conttnued at great lerzth his discussion |
of the measurc. He concludod hr mov- |
! too far.

in the community. The gZovernment
themselves admitted the legislation goex
Length of residence should
have nothing to do with a man’s quali-
fications, and he thought it extremely
unlike’y that a man would learn in the
time mentioned in the bill enough Eng-
lish to read and understand the rules.
He was willing to go a long way to get
round the decision of the privy council:
he had every sympathy with the govern-
ment in its desire to exclude this class,
but e believed they were attempting
something that would not earry public
He supported the bill
generally, but opposed -sdetions 3 for the
two reasons—first, that it is inadvisable

“And whereis in go providing there is |
an attempt made to establish a statutory !
tion which affects aliens or na- |
turalized subjects, and therefore trenches

and improper to place arbitrary power in
the hands of a single individual, and
Second. because this power is against the
ibest interests of the province, not so far
as excluding Chinese and Japs, but in
.etx.eludin-g individuals of other nationa-
ities.

Messns. Booth and ‘Higgins asked that
the debate be adjourned, as they did
not understand the resolution submitted
by Mr, McPhillips, as it was too long
to be grasped at once.

On division the motion to adjourn the

debate . was lost—18 to 16. Mr. Hel-
mcken not voting.
,u\..[r. Helmicken protested against the
“digcourtesy which had just been shown
to this side of the House.” . It was an
atten(pt to press a ‘discussion of an im-
portant measure when the opposition
were not ready for it. Mr. Helmcken
then proceeded to d'scuss the bill, under
protest, until 6. o’clock,
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