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" REACTION

Good government receives its. power
by, and with the consent of the gov-
erned. Any contravention of this rule
becomes despotic.

It is the duty of all intelligent people
to overthrow tyranny in every shape
and form. An administration that
usurps the prerogatives of the people—
by imstituting measures which do not
conform to the ideas and aspirations
of the people must be turned out of
office. There is mo moral obligation
to obey an unjust law. Any person
who submits to despotic rule repudi-

ates the elements of citizenship and,

becomes & slave:
to a}ruev .nmlen g

Thére ds only one
“Tho

DAM IT.

Political Democracy has been chal-
lenged by the Borden administration.
The “Military Service Act,” and the
“Disfranchisement Act” are measures
which do not conform to democratic
principles. This is Boss rule, in 8o far
as it is a subversion of all constitution-
al precedent, We are now called to
obey the mandate of usurpers, who
rightly should be our servants.

POLITICAL PROSTITUTION.

We are face to face with the greatest
danger that has confronted the pcople
of this country  since the franch'se
was granted, and now with a Federal
election drawing near you will be. re-
quested to vote for those who have
stolen your birthright.  .In the name
of democracy you will be requested to
vote for “Union Government,” and the
prosecution of measures to which you
have not given consent. The policy of
these usurpers is to divide the forces
that are opposed to them. Be no: led
astxﬁy by their duplicity, or deceived
by the lies of their hireling scribes ard
intellectual prestitutes. The hypo-
critical veneer of “Union Government”
is so thin that -thé counterfeit can
easgily be discerned.

REFERENDUM VERSUS AUTO-
CRACY.

The Social Democratic Party has
unswervingly held to the attitude “that
the only honest method by which these
questions could be settled ‘amicably

was to apply the “referendum vote.
-principle.” This would have cleared

the issues, and a true expression of
the péople’s Mire would be obtained
by its application. The demand for a
referendum vote has been incessant,
and tho oulr obvwng; reuon why it

question now

‘ threatso

LIBERTY
tary age are literally falling over each
other in order to claim exemption. The
is—will the ‘ends of
autocracy be accomplished by fraud
and trickery, which could . not . be
achieved by the applieation of sound
principle? In the presehee of such
grave dangers it is imperative that
every effort should be made to defeat
their evil purposes. In order to do
this «it. is necessary to preserve the
principle of “Free Speech,” inviolate,
You have a right to criticize, discuss,
or condemn any act of the late mis-
government. . Let the welkin ring with
your - voluble protests. Fear = not

penalty by, the sacrtﬂce of civil llberty,
than any which can be imposed by the
cohorts of brute force or legalized
despotism. The liberty of children
yet unborn is reposed im you. Will
you deliver them into bondage?

TO END THE WAR.

The exigencies of war conditions
demand a re-statément of the things
for which we stand. We strictly ad-
here to the declaration of the Inter-
national Socialist Congress which met
at Amsterdam in ¥910, and re-affirmed
at Berne, Switzerland in 1913, which
reads in part as follows: “Should war
break out, it is our duty to bring it
promptly to an end, and with all our
energies to use the ' Political © and
Economic crisis to rouse the populace
from  their slumbers and hasten the
fall of Capitalist dominion.”’

RACE SUICIDE,

We have now suffered four years of
war, and we still hear talk of another
two years in the trenches. The tide
of battle ebbs and flows. All available

resources in men and the products of -

labor are still being wantonly thrown
into the bloody vortex. The day of
victory is ptill.far distant. The lust of
the war demon is still insatiatae. Ap-
_proximately, 20,000,000 of men have
been placed “hors de combat.” Poverty

and want stalk the earth. The world -

is a vast charnel house, for the beast
of militarism is supreme. The wvast

armies stagger onward in their blind-

ing fury, gradually becoming weaker
and weaker. Now they are falling by
utter_exhaustion. The victory mirage
stijl enchants’and leads them on

: fhronch the mists and swamps to self-
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THE WORLD HASBEEN ONLY PURGED FR
WHO HAVE ENLIGHTENED IT. "-.Lord Erskine, Defence of T. Pain, 1792.
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foudal nations of medieval Burope,
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our poverty. To continue means the, _, asserting his right of 'free publication.

destruction of the race. “The paths
of glov} lead but to the grave.” War,
the product of rivalry and hate, can
only be ended by reason and co-opera-
tion.

CAPITALISM’S WATERLOO.

Borden and his satellites of the
profit order say: ‘“More men, more
economy.” This means more war,
more starvation. Blind themselves,
they still desire to lead the blind. But

‘look—Rising in the BEast is the red

spectre of Social Revolution. Modern
Capitalism, which has hitherto tri-
umphed over all that has hitherto been
the pride of mankind, which reveals
its naked form as irreconciliable, not
alone with the interests of the workifig
class, but with the elementary con-
ditions of Human Association, is about
to meet its Waterloo. The civilization
of Hgypt, Persia, ' Babylon, Greece,
Assyria, and other nations have passed

ay with the wretched slayves who

whose lords and nobles inherited all
the vicious and heartless character-
istics of the ancient ruling c¢lass,
especially their disdain and brutal con-
tempt for their outraged -slaves, have
followed into the wake of their pre-
decessors, ‘and nothing remains but
the memory of their bloody reign—
the midnight horror of their history.

The curtain is about to risé. The
last act which will sweep away the
travesties of secret diplomacy, and
the last vestige of Human Slavery is
about to be staged. Capitalism is to
meet her Waterloo. The hands on

the dial of human progress point the’

hour of human liberty. The day-dawn
of Secial Democracy is at hand. Vote
for Socialism and save your lives.
"Tis the final conflict;
Let each stand in his place;
The International Party
Shall ‘be the Human Race.

MAKING THE WORLD SAFE FOR
DEMOCRACY,

“The liberty of the press has been
in every coun’tr.y the last liberty which
subjects have been able to wrest from
power. Other liberties are held under
governments, but the liberty of opinion
keeps governments themselves in due
subjection to their duties. This has
produced the martyrdom of truth in
every age, and the world has bden
only purged from ignorance with the
innocent blood of those who have en-
ughtened it.” |

The above noble defence of opinion
was utteerd by Lord Erskine in. ‘his
ever memorable Isht tor the right to

The argument set up by the star
chambers in 1917 is, that unfettered
opinion to-day may endanger the safety
of the State and lead.to unrest, sedi-
tion and revolt. But if our learned
statesmen would but turn to the pages
of history, they would be astonished
to find that precisely the opposite is
the faet. No good government need
fear the utterances of truth, much less
the utterances of falsehood, and -if
our government needs. the support of
such reactionary deeds as the supres-
sion of free opinion, it is dnmnlﬁz
evidence that they have not fulfilled
their sacred frust as legislators and
administrators.

The -establishment of the court of
star chamber was the first restriotion
of the freedom of the’ press of Eng-
land. That censorship was contlnuéd

through the reigns of the Stuarts until

the revolution of 1688, when it

Did the " .'-' on
lead to peace lnd safety? Most em-
phatically No! That very perfod was
the most turbulent and revolutionary
in all the annals of British history.
By suppressing the free utterances of
the people regarding their just griev-
ances, the government was lulled into
the delusion that all wag well, but
slowly the fires of revolt were stirred
up in the hearts of the people until
the Stuart dynasty was hurled to the
ground in dust and confusion.

It has always been the belief of
statesmen of wide vision that to take
away the, l!berties of ‘subjects is te
encourage the: Jigense of rebels. Rob
a people of m conptltuuonal rights of
criticism of the deeds and misdeeds
of iw‘ goVernorq, qmd you leave nothing
to it finally but resort to violence. In

" the name of demoeracy, our Canadian

Government, by, its censorship of the
press, by conscription, and by the in-
famous franchise bill, which it has
railroaded through the holise, 'has
pressed upon the necks of this free
people the galling chains of a more

humiliatiig ignominy than  English- -

speaking people have ever before suf-

fered. But in spite of the cheap clap-

trap about fighting for democraey, our
so-called democratic countries are. al-
ready beginning to shake in their
shoes at the rising power of the

of democraty. Mr. Huover, ‘the United

States food controller, the otm
said:

ideu d'urtn¥ the past tm‘
‘Yoomit

.“The wide spread of socialist
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