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CHE STORY OF MAY DAY

Total No. of Subs for
issue of April 20

9,956
Temsamen 1§ 300

W. U. COTTON, Editor

This is No. 187

The Origin of May Day

PR RS

NRSEE
Geo. Edward. Jules Lavenns.

May Day came into existence
hrough a u
.dopted at the International Worl-:lhrley and Lamandin were ele '. d to
agman’s Congress, held in the yeu:’the Fr‘“uh W.ol Deputies by
§%0 and afterwards at the Brussels | the French Federation of the Ar-
Zurich. 1893, London
1900  and Amsterdam

ongress 1891,
1896, Paris
1904,

The resolution ealls upon the work-
rs of the world to unite in eelebrat-
.ng ‘the Ist day of May as a holiday
\od further that henceforth they shall
lo their utmost to establish g uni-
ersal eight hour \\'u{k day.

May Day is typical in most coun
iries, as being the dawn of brighter
.nd better times or in other words|
of the glorieus summer about to ar-

du Nord et du

miners; held their convention at Lens,
P. de C. At this econvention it was

requested to present the 8 hour day
bill before the French Chamber. It
was also resolved to keep the first of
i May as labor day.

did all they could to make the min-

ive and the end of the cold winter |ers work the first of May. They sue- {slaves heard and listened. More and own strength, their numbers and their
|ceeded in keeping about balf of -the |more the slaves became attentive. myutual spirit, and did the capitalist
But the same Many of the slaves took up the mes- yress (el the truth the revolution
Socialist | sage and
|slaves. “Workers of the world umite.
| You have nothing to lose but vour

ust finished. €
The day was well chosen by our |men at their tasks.
Gomrades in Paris on which the pro- |year the Internatiomal
stariat of the world should express|Party endorsed the Lens résolutiom.
their joy at the signs of decay, al-|Since then the first of May bas been
ready so pronounced in the present | recognized as the international Labor
.bominable wage slave system and |day.
“he ushering in of 3 new era when allé Now all the workers of France,
<hall be free from exploitation and !I‘ﬂ!- Belgium, Switzerland, Ger-
he evils that are mow so prevalent |many, a big porticm of England and
‘s our body politic. ‘This holiday isyof the United States keep the first of
.ot generally understood by the pro- !May as Labor day and carry a red
‘tariat of Canada, England and the
nited States, on account the
,ackwardness of the . class-conscious

'is the twenty-second ammiversary of

'the celebration of Labor Day

of

Sgcialist movement in these coun R
<ries. but wherever the workers do| There are reforms everywhere
omprehend its meaning their en- masters are planning old age pens

{husigsm for it knows no bounds. and workmen’'s

Mav Day is celebrated differently
according to place and conditions. things. Why do they do these things
For instance, should there be serious For the love of God 7 Do not believe
abor troubles, great strikes are often | it. God been held up to the
ommenced, but should therc be workers as the fearsome grediture why,
labor trouble our German comrades would punish workers if they did not
isually spend the day at a pienic or in | remain content in the sphere wherein
.né of their favorite concert gardens. | God had placed them. Are they doing
in France where most of the workers it for the love of humanity ? Don’t
clebratg.this holiday; some take ad-'you believe it. The ruling class has
antage of it to have a day’s rest;  pever loved humanity. It has always

componsat
and model dwellings ana r

has

no

sthers to visit some favorite place, sppréssed and enslaved it. No. The
theatre or lecture hall. rulers are weakening and trying to
Austria, Belgium, Switzerland, Rus- placate labor. The masters have felt

<a and other Furopean countries
elebrate May Day in a like manner
This ~ holiday is very diflerent w
.ther holidays in as much as it is the

the rising wrath of the toilers. They
have felt 5 slave class tuggiog at its
(bonds. Priest and warrior, judge
{and orator. all have been used to
only ope which has been named by keep the workers in physical and
the workers for themselves. They |mental slavery. Now the slaves are
iave declared that May Day sball be thinkiog. The spirit of the slave is
their own, that on that day they will!gying. The workers are looking at
recognize no master. Hence the an-|their masters and the light of free
ragonism displayed by the eapitalist|dom burns with 3 steady light in the
class against all ecelebrations, par-|eyes of a class that omee cowered
ades, Socialist meetings, etec., held { Wherefore the masters fear. Whereiore
pon the 1st of May. {they try to win with flattery and

May Day is usually celebrated in aeodxing. But all in vaia
very different manner to other lzﬁ-]workers reply, ““You may give us old
days, because you will find that those | 3ge pensions but that does not eom-
who take part in it are imbued with | pensate for the years of our manbood
a spirit of fraternity and their chief i whieh vou deprived of joy and ease.
desire is to-learn something about lhei\'ou may, give us workmen’'s compen-
great bope of the workers, the So- |sation acts "but vour hell holes of
cialist movement, or else to impart |factorics still blight the earth.
knowledge to their less : iniormedimay give us hospitals but they would
bn'aﬁlers. New hopes are kindled on inot be necessary were our dauvghters
this day of a better system of so-|not forced to prostitution. You are
iety, when they gather together toi, d exploiting eclass. Your
sing their revolutiomary songs or ‘Ogda)‘s are numbered. Prepare for vour

bl

listéen to one of their favorite ora  epd °
tors. G

The drunkefiéss—and rowdvism so — There are a elass of men who prea
ommoi on other holidays is conspic- the gospel. These men are
“ous by its absence among those who ministers. *Manv of them whe hatve
celebrate - May Day The-reason i< wtudicd 5 few muste books and ot
wo-fold, because the class-eonscions gheir knowledge life - from aftes

vorker is more intelligent than the n,on ladies teas  arc not.. worth
iwverage, and also beeause he looks Lothering about. They  have ng in
upon May Day s his mest sacred ifluence.  There are other ministers
ioliday. who know that Socialism is right but
Judge I.amt.-.)l Montreal waxed | Will not preach it because they would
indignant in his ecourtroom oh April lose fheir eomfortable quarters— and
19th over the employment of ehild 1a- | €asy life. The Christian mmistry in

low pair of
filled

a mights
present It i

bor. An undersized bov under four- | Canada is on
teen years of age had been employed | Wheels just at
by the Dominion Cotton Company. |vither with men who do not think,
The judge declared that the company |Rice smooth-cheeked men.. who la'lk
who employed child labor was the one |Soft soap for the dollars there i< in

who ought to be punished. Here is a |it, or with men who preach what
J‘M‘g&:hn sees an evil. But he is | they know to be 4 lie. The Christian
PoWe Nay .more. He must en- | chureh in Canada

foree the conditions which bring | at the chariot wheels of big business
about child labor. He must enforee | and wuecessful dishonesty.  The So
laws which eviet people from their |€ialists are the ones who are bearing
homes. He ‘must give deeisions ge- | the burden fur the frecdom of human
cording to laws which compel wage |ity.

slavery. The Socialists of Canada !’
will confer a' great bemefit on many
human hearted judges of Canada by
bringing about a revolution which
will allow just judges to adjudicate
according to just laws.

The judge on the bemeh is paid. his
mthounnddolhu not to give
*conomic_justice, but to enforce wage
slavery and to deeide in difficult cases

PRIy

Economic interests determine men's
conduct. The parasite will do those
things which will secure him in his
parasite condition. The Socialists
eannot cxpeet to have Socialism eome
through the efforts of the capitalists.
Soeialism will come by the working-
men realizing how well they ean live
if they will only take hold of induns-
try and have it soeially owned and
operated without having the para-
sites getting the greater share of the

rondissment De Bethume, Pa.sde!
Calais, that the Syndicat des mineurs |

jillgottén wealth that
ribbon in their buttonhole. This year |

., their

For the'’

You |

is earnied eaptive |
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THE

of labor go forth to comguer.

The heroes of the social revolutiom,
who gathered the first recruits

Pas-de-Calais, mm—slgain.\l capitalism, cngaged in a des- to protect
| posed of some seventy-three thousand |

perate venture. No master class has
éver allowed the agitators against
slavery to aet with impunity. Our

moved that the Soeialist Deputics be | Comrades of the past have been ex- It is good to be in the thick of

iled, preseribed,“shot down,

Now their heroie struggles are bear-
ing fruit.- Their weak voices crying
amid the babble of slaves have at

The following year the capitalists |length prevailed. Their message feli

on deafl ears. But ome by. onec the

cried- it aloud to other

| chains and 5 world te gain.”

| The slaves have heard. The hosts
lare gathered. The might of the op-
|pressors is shak They trembl
|They endeavor to win some of the

was produced

slaves. Their eries fall on unhearing
ears. The few cowardly slaves who
are tempted and vield and  forsake
Comrades find themselves cut
off fron: the great living world. They
i ranked with flabby

white livered traitors of hu

themselves

manity
The
deaver
other
stalled
sproads
from continent to continent.

international exploiters en
to give aid the one to the
But they find themselves fore
The revolt: of the slaves
from country to «ountry,

Would Germany hurl her soldiers
apon Framece in order to destroy men
and maintain slavery ? Her rulers
dare not. For facing the exploiters
in Germany arve the slaves and were
‘the troops flunz into France,
islaves at bome would revolt. Eng
{land dare not send her troops abroad
| Her rulers fear the Welsh, the Scoteh.
|the Irish, the English slaves

France must kezp her troops at
{home. The railrocad workers, the. vine
dressers. the postal employes are on
the verge of revolt. The exploiters
i fear. c\en'us it'is. the temper of the
troop>

Spain sent ber troops to Merecco
and the momarchy trembled on the
verge oi collapse from the quaking

BATTLE IS

The pight of despair is over. The
It was in 1888 after the gemeral |dawn of the day for the last great The army is being strengthemed. The
resolution which was | election at which our el Comrades, |battle for liberty is come. The hosts cry of imperialism is raised. Why ¥ |never womder whether you were ere- | ant issue of your class today, is that

SRR SRR EORN e e
In Camada the masters see and foar.

2=, 50c a Year—26c¢ for 6 months

Roseoe A. Fillmore.
What is your idea of life ¥ Do you

ALL BUT WON!WeMarchn Milons Today|

m
H. Martin.
Fellow workers:—The most import-

Not because Borden wanis imperial- {ated to become a2 machine or not.? |of your economic freedom. We hear 5

Canadians
No

tect
agression

Canada against the
pressed slave elass

It is zood to be alive these days. !
he

greatest movement of emaneipation '
the world has seen.

The revolt that is shaking Canada
is not given publicity. The capitalist
oress dare not publish the news. The

slaves would know too much of their |

would break tomorrow.

From Ontario come tales of whole
factories permeated with the spint of |
gpevolt. British Columbia and Nova |
Seotia tell the same story. The echo |
of the Socialist agitation is still}

ringing in the hearts of the wzge%

>
= a

m
at 6 p. m
at 9p m
the same routine
I ask
vour dea of life

go to work at 1 p. m., quit
eat some more. go:to bed
to rise at 6 and resume

i
worker, is thisy
vou satisfied ?
at such a mechani-
cal existence should satisfv a ration-

brother
? Ari

vou,

Do you helieve that

al being ?

Your. wife' 6r mother find< life even
moré monotonous than do vou. It is
always speculate and caleulate over |
the food she mest buy. the manner in
which it should be cooked. ete.. i or- |
der that it may last as long as pos-
sible. When a = speecial season comes |
around such as~ Christmas or Thanks

count

| pecessary for

giving you puat vour hands lotelhﬂ.:

It has been a long struggle. The, jsm. He fears the slaves of Camada. !llon't vou kmow that the never-ending |great deal about “freedom” today.
masters have been cruel and cunming, Not because Laurier wishes to prcr‘(l’illd of which you are the victmmn is%Our politicians, clergy, eollege profes-
against Ameriean | making ; machife of you? You rise|sors and editors never tire telling us
But because he wants {at 6 a. m. eat something, (always the | of the most
the multimilliopaires of | very cheapest that can be bought) go | are privileged to enjoy. This vaunted
wrath of an op- ito work at 7 a. m. eat something at | freedom is

remarkable heritage we

made the theme of thou-
sands of songs, stories, essays amd
editorials of every deseription.
Freedom, means to be free; liberty;
ease in performance. Does this it
vour case, fellow worker ¢ Are youat
liberty to work at ease ? Have you
any voice in regulatingz your wages ¥
Vou may nk you have; the capital-
masters) are willing
that you continue to think so; but as
a matter of faet you have no choiee

ist elass (vour

but to accept the market rate of
wage
If you were free, it would not be

vou to rap at the
factory door and beg a master to buy
your power to toil.

This vaunted freedom is 5 delusion.

the pennies in the purse, and !The man who owns the jobs, owns the

sdaves. Thty do ot speak out. They ‘chooar not the food which you would | people who must have them. The few

the workshops and in their
slaves realize their condition and are |
prepared for ireedom

The coming vear in Canady will be
the most momentous vear in the his
tory of Canada. The agitation of the |

Fillmores, the Wavmans, the Grib-|
bles, the Stebbings. the O'Briens, the
Kingslevs, and the countless other

workers has
mains but to marshall the recruits of

the army of revolting wagé slaves to |

let them see¢ their own stremgth
When they see their numbers and see
the shrunken force of the exploiters,

composed of traitorous slaves with

out spint. of word-spirming parsons |

without backbone, of tongue wageing
judges without sense, 3 laugh of con-

the tempt %ill go up trom the ranks of |

embattied labor and plutoéracy
vanish n contempt

Wherever the Western Clanon «r
colates, wherever Cotton'~ Weekly
reaches, wherever the voics of the
travelled Socialist agitator is heard,
there is spread the glad news to the
doubting slaves that Camada 15 on
fire with a burning of hearts among
the cxploited and » marsballiny of
bosts. for the sweeping of capitalism
imto oblivion.

Courage, Comrade~

will

The battle is

wmass of revolting proletarians. al! but won.
TP T T T T T VI IIIIIIY YUY I T I YT T YR vy YT T vy

These be sorrowiul davs for the
plundering plutes
s R
Laurier piles military
the workers and many
cheer Laurier

burdens upon
fool workers

e

Do you believe in Socialism 7 Yes,
ido you say 7 Then what Gy vou do
ing to make it come ’ .\'u'iy ? Thea
~ Wake up
o hnow

lazy . Len

conipund vour

et busy and root tor v

i~ the g1

moveme taat ha
L ss humais
4
Ind vo tiuke a good lovk  at
e plites = Take ; YAZE SPeci
men. Ltind he i~ 4 soithami

Hed unata . ol ol a

od. puth

When the museled and skil
hink< 1o

st get o lew

der why in

blazes they  ever al
gang i puny creatures
to rul roh
i -
Did von ever go mto a courtroom

and see the judge on the bemch with
bailifis and policemen and eourt eriers
round him ? Did he not look awe in
spiring in his and woman's
gown ¥ Next vou go in and
take a look at of the ereatures,
just use your brains and exude a lit-
tle thought for your own benefit. Just
remember that that thing the
hench is paid seven thousand dollars
a vear, not to give justice, but to en
foree wage slavery Remember that
all the mummery with which he is
surrounded is not erectéd to advance
iright but to fool people into think-
{ing this particular. wage slave of tbf-
| parasite plunderers of humaunity is
isome pumpkins and should be (_ybeyed.
When vou get the right viewpoint our
Canadian judges will cease to appear
to be great: men. On the contrary
they will shink into shrivelled lLittle
puppets who are drawing large salar-
jes . fromx a slave ‘driving class for
the dirty work they do.

wig
time
one

on

i

The capitalist will
the worker
robbery

rob as long as

i

The slaves of Canadi are orgapizt
ing. not for the nght tg have betier!
slave condition~, but for the right te !
be i men

4
I ma '
Wi Soeinhisn e
: 1 kn '
2Trat
——=
I} at Miavwa. It
has o many. months now
Faurer and the rest of —the pohtical
henchmen  of the slave drivers have
beer talking dav and might-over reei
prociiv. There is 4 plan baek of all
their loud mduthings and empts v4
pori They are trving to make
such 4 lond peoise a pievent the

Canada
professional

the

thinking
ranters know

workers of from

these

il ones

workes begin to

thint. there will be 4 revolution in
Carada that will shake every fiman
cier and industrial maenate into the
vorting elass

1 r —*ki

| Formerly education had to be paid |

if'_-' Only the

{hire tutors for their children. Now

the conelusion that ignorant people
werr 3 drawback to ‘2 ecommunity and
all the peoplé furnished schools  and
means of education for all the chil-
dren. We would not go back to ‘the
old system of private education for
the few. We aré going forward and
we are farnishing free school books
and free dinners for the children. Is
not that 3 sensible step to take ¥ If
it is why not have more of a good
thing and furnish proper clothing for
all the children and for all the peo-
ple as well ¥ -

taken deep root. It re |

{eome reports that there is
‘of labor
tof the ecity

at any price

These are the conditions when vou
are steadily emploved. If vou chance
to lose your job yon must starve or,
if you haveé any eredit mortgage your
future by buying vour groeeries on
“tiek.” Do this hving ? 1
don’t. 1 call it simply a miserable
| brute existence and 1 intend to do all

vou eall

fin my power to change these condi-
| tions
{ We are approaching a day which has
{been set apart by men who are not
isatisfied with this miserable condition
ixnf things. We call it May Day and
{we use it for the purpose of spread-
ing our doctrine of workmg class un-
On
jthis dav we march, milliogs strong,
and we make the idlers'th their pal-
aces turn pale. Their cheek< blanch
{as they realize that our ranks are fil-
hing up. that every May Day sees
millions added to our army. They
know that when we get crowd encugh
we intend té change the conditicns
which. force sou and | to work that
they may loaf and 1t makes them un-
bappy. They are alive to their own
interests. They are ehass-conscious
But you. my brother. have not yet
discoversd wherein lies vour interests:
If you bad you would be¢ marching
with vs. You too would be dreaming
of and working for the glorious fu-
ture. You would be working for the
time when men shall be fne. You

ity among our brother workers

1~ content 1o suffer the | would be carrving a pocketiul of So- {fore vou were workers

j«ialist hterature to give yvour friends; imanhood and beeome cconomieally
ivou would be hustling for subs ior;l‘m-,

Socialist papers. You would be doing
all these things if you were true to
vour ¢lass and to vourseli

You'd

% better make a start this
Mav I Fali You will easily
catelr the ~wimgz  Vou will feel hap

roa tume when

go to work
You wili hnd your-

vith pr <~ You will

FCONOMIC
<h

where t—canvery

evolution e has

brought —mdwu<try

easily be made eh operative, in place
And if you join
us this May Day vou will be able to
along some of your friends by
ne ar  and thus wé\ add' te omr
brother
g mitlions
~ and
a world

of private properts

Com on we are

Canie

tin

we will <how vdp
~ecoa—

Newfoundland,
scareity

From St .Johns
Until recently the

were practieally
work for two months. Then
son of navigation opened up

without
the sea
all the

the employers wanted more. That is

education in many places is free and |how the cry of seareity of labor orig- | cities
compulsory. All the people came to |inates. The capitalists want many un- | steel bands, ‘mined the eoal and pro

employad men around ; eity in order
that the employed workers may be
kept subdued by the fear of being dis-
placed in their jobs and in order that
there may be many workers in case
the ecapitalists want some seasonal
work dome in a hurry. The suffering
of the unemployed means nothing to
the employers save that their miseries
will make them all the more eagér
slaves. Will it not be a glorious
change when Sot¢ialism will have pro-
vided opportmity to all to do useful
labor 7

how

workers |

islaves by promise of 3 share in:the 5 Sot-speak—indi vidusily—fet 'm‘;“k',' but the “miserable odds and ends %ﬂm own the iobs ean only give thems
A little | Which can be bought cheaply because |out when the workers return a profit
by the sweal and misery of the gatherings the same tale is tohd. The {milady or milord will not take lhtmlin exchange for the privilege of work-
|ing.

i Today such a profit is impossible in
| millions of instances, so the jobs are
{not given out. Never in the history
| of the world have there been so many
| willing hands denied an opportunmity
| to produce a livelihood.’ .

Mr, Workingman, has this not been
| your experience ? I kmow it has. Ex-
;Ipcriencc is all you have had; you have
imever lived. Just experience in try-
|ing to make 3 living.

! Your class are the most generous
ipeople on. earth. You do all the
étork, vou pay all the bills. you give

away all you produce. You suffer
!(rom enforced idleness; you see your
{wives and children in rags and pov-
|#rty; vou live in hovels and shacks,
lall this so that a few may riot in
i idleness and luxury.

The men who own the jobs in amy
society rules that society. We may
have convents and constitutions, leg-
islatures, free schools, universal suf-
frage and rights and privileges with-
out number; but while jobs are pri
vately owned those who do not own
them are practiecally slaves to the job
| owners
| We may sing “My country tis of
thee. sweet land of liberty.”” but as
long as some one else owns all the
jobs there is no liberty. "'
{ 1 appeal to your intelligence, fellow
{ workers. to free yourselves from this
|eccnomic slavery. You were men be-
Exert your

Strike for freedom. join the
{ Socialist ranks; become 3 worker for
your own You have
{nothine vou have evervthing

emancipation
1o fose

— © O B
Th- Toronte Mail snd Empire of
date  Saturday. \pril 15th, has a
stingimgz~ oditorial against trust be
travers It declares that burglars,
highwaymen. pickpockets, and the

miore vulgar thieves do not do the
damage that the big thieves do, the
men who betrav thair trust, who float
{bogus companies, who wreek banks,
jete. This all sounds very radieal, but
i the Mail and Empire is a reactionary
sheet. The pitalists get unearned
Tt revenues must be en
trusted 1o athier people o handlé and
It is 3 horrible thought to
the Mail and Empire that the legal
ized robhbers should he preved npen by
unfaithful The Mail and
Empire never raises its voice against

revenues

reimvest

servants

ithe continued robbers of the wealth
f,.,...l.“..u by the capitalists
ol =
It would be laughable were it not

rich could afiord to |idl> men were put to work and still |so pitiable. The workers whose strong

‘labor has subdued the ?Q.and. built the
spagned the continent with

duced the wealth are ridden by a gang
of cuming thieveg who rob and plun-
der, and throw oul to starve the men
who ecreate the wealth. When onee
the plundered wake to ‘the legalized
miseries they have been foreed to en-
dure, then will the masters rum trem-
bling to their priests and beg on
bended knees that their hireling re
ligion mongers quell the wakened
with word thunders and fear of the
unknown supernatural. But it will be
too late. That trick has been played
out gnd will no longer work.




