things ‘that not more than

one out of & million of us
ever sees. A few of them photo-
graphed by patient and “intelligent
naturalists are shown on this page.

There is hardly a trick known to
man that some little insect has not
learned before him. i

The praying mantis of southern
France 15 2 pious‘looking insect that
8its for hours in an attitude of in-
Docence and quietness with its fore--
legs raised as if in prayer, but this
attitude is entirely misleading, for
it™is designed to entrap unwary in-
sects. The object of the. mantis
We (lien find is not to pray, but to-
prey.

The mantis requires living food—
flies, grasshoppers, caterpillars, etc.,
but being slow of foot it has to
cateh its quarry by craft. ' It sits
among the grass or leaves with ‘its
bead ueld loftily erect.  Its color
way be green or brown, barmonizing
with its surrounding}; €0 perfectly
that it can only be recognized with
difficulty. It then awaits the ap-
preach of a vietim, and sometimes
will remain motionless for several
bours. : i ;

If the mantis sights prey a littie
way off, ‘but ndt near enough to ef-

TaE world 18 full ‘of wonderful

fect its capture, it steals slowly and -

almost imperceptibly toward it.
When within Striking distance its
forelegs .are suddenly thrown for-
ward and in an instant the victim is
grasped between the two thighs of
these saw-like legs, after which it is
ravenously devoured. [f prey is
abundant, however, it ¢ften haf@peus
that fresh victims are contibually

. _' A‘r Asats _i"'
captured. and partly eaten, as if the

. insect enjoys the sheer love of kill-

ing. :

The ‘male mantis Has s difticult

task on hand when he ghes love

-making.. The fmale is both larger

and stronger than he is, and shouid
his advances prove unacceptable, hg
rarely -has. the opportunity of re
treating, for her refusal takes the
form of killing and eating kim

The cobego: is an extraordinary

)i and How It Imi-
i st

’ﬂy';ixg crAe,s;ture;,rqund,m the Philip-

Pive Islands, which has the power
of making itself look like a fruit. It

hangs. suspended, back ‘downward,’

the ‘feet placed together, and the

~head thrust in' between the, forelegs

so that. it looks like a large fruit
commonly - found in'‘the forests of
this part of the world! The resem-
blance i3 more complete owing to
the 'light spots on the dark brown
skin.' * Thus disguised it rests'in se-
cufity, for prowling hawks and
other meat-eating animals pass it by

&

ey

plane. . It flies by means of a,fold
of, 8kin extending down the side of
' body 50 as to include ‘the legs

-.and tail. It is enabled to take fy-

ing leap Anto space from one tree

to ther, descending as it goes.
_As much as seventy yards can be

covered in a single leap. As it ap-

proaches its goal it fakes an upwargs

_8Weep and, at the moment of alight-
.Ing, its great bands, armeq with

powerful cldws, are spread out and -

‘& sudden grip is taken of the. bark
of the tree. Then the ascent of the

. Brunk is begun by means of a series
of jerky ' leaps, with occasional
bauses. for rest.. :

“The cobego has but one youne at’
a time. This apparent habit of race

suicide is made necessary by the
fact that the mother bas to carfy
her offspring with her wherever she
goes. . Even this considerably hamp-
ers her freedom of action when ne-
“cessity compels a leap into mid-air
In search of fresh food. The young
one, which is at first quite naked, is
carried across  the mother's bresst
for a donsiderable time, until'it is
able to"leap with safety after itst
parent. 5

The sea dragon, as its name ‘indi-
cates, is a very terrible-looking oran-
ture, but]it is so small that it is
harmless,| This curious little fish is
covered . with fantastic trappings,
which are portions of its own skin,

. loose ‘and- flowing, and cut, so to.

speak, so as to look like the fronds

g

" sters of the deep a’ dozen times a

day and yet.they would mever dis
cover, save by the merest accident,

that they were passing flesh and

blood: The coloration of its odd
looking body matches its surround-
ings mot less perfectly than  its
TR S ;
These curious creatures have meth.
ods of raising thelr young entirely
different from _ thoee. of all other

fish. In the pipe fish and -sea

horse, which belong to the same

family, the eggs are ecarried in a
pouch uuder the tail, or imbedded in

:§‘ Y

The Curious = N

- and Other Artful Little Mons;

busy wasp’s nest leaves ng g8
the mind of the intelligens @
that these are the organs by
_communication is made -4l
another. They also sery
hose of ears. »
The large compoung e
their wbumerous teuses, gy
- human eyes, also present a4
rifying appearance unge,
Scope. Strange to say,
‘these large eye-masses op
~of the hedd are three sim,
‘Why the' wasp ‘shouhl»‘
simple eyes and two lary

" Dragon That Imitates Sea Weed and Nurses s Young in

\

burpose. ' - After  the -eggs have
the skin of ‘the breast, and in the.
S€a dragon a groove serves the same
batched the pouch serves as a nur-
sery for the young, affer the fashion
of kangaroos. Stra to say; the
male fishes show a great deal of in-
terest In and -affection for their
young, a peculiarity found in ue
other mmember of the fish family.

If the head of a wasp were en-
larged to the size of a kitten’s head
we should see ‘a more terrifying
monster thad any that lives in the
world to-day. - e

The wasp has large horny Jaws,
which work sideways Instead of up
and down, like thoser of men and
otber animals. They serve to rasp
wood fibre into paper for ng‘t-build-‘
ing purposes, to bite into fruit, or to
cut off the wings of a captured fly.
When the wasp is biting hard sub-
stances- the transparen& .tonguf and
other delicate organs. of the mouth
are withdrawn - into a receptacle

pound eye-masses with thousands

lenses in them is still a |
~sclentists. - Evidently

_ Sees tbiugs'diﬂe;sgatly‘ fr¢m human
. beings, and makes good use of

peculiar powers of vision, for it
telligence is amazing. @ =
The hover fly fs a useful
that has the. power of looking
bud on a tree so perfectly that
insects are deceived and fall vi
to 1t. The hover By devour,
green flies or “blight” which
green peas and other useful
tables. This noble fiy ig ,
with a three-pronged: fork
mouth with ‘which it spears'

‘ green fly that unwarily tries fal’““’

tle on it.

‘Taking No Rigks,

“I'heresis cne question | want to

you, Georgy dear” said the dear
who had promised to merge her fu
with him. “When we are married, r
you expect me to bake my own bread?

“Ypu may do”as you like about |

: X NSy P S . ling,” replied the diplomatic cand
unnoticed: of the seaweed amid which it lives. within the lower part of the, head. g:{" fdr matrimootal honors, “bat

The cobego is about two feet long Thus disguised it can pass among . The head bears a very con!D;C?W’ certainly shall insist upon your nof
and Dullt liKe an animated sero. ~ the most ravenous sharks and mon- . pair.of feelers. A glance into & y.king mine.

The Artfui Praying Mantis That Assumes an Attitude of Prayer to Deceive Its Prey.

WHAT WAS THE INDISCRETION OF ELINOR

#5L, 1911, hy V-"? fican-Jounal-Exauiner, “With s you,” ‘I pleaded, “thére arc ai- “You might try,” she said, somewhat ag- elge.” ;
| Gieat tain ‘Wigths ““’ﬁ““", s Ways sc many possibilities—-or, as. your grieved at iy ‘co mued lack of interest Klinor sighed impatiently.
P-Tv-v HE 4 cromg after Ler arrival Elinoe z:}mlx«.-r‘ would I'f.?gar;; «Lhum.. impossibili- “The :;%/:_r})ﬁﬁh%'—iu law!” She looked “As if he'd try to-do a th'ink .Uke that. rarningly ov h shoulder:
i pecped into the. linvary 'where 1 ties. . You many have fallen in love with at me with sparkling eyes. = The man’s a gentleman. - His sister, the wa}.x‘r’un.g) O\tert il; > n?e unaer the takie
Y an o O a porter, or even”—I surveyed her critical- “Yes? T said, blowing a smoke ping and ' Mrs. Smith you know, asked miother if she R, Oll‘t: e ‘\r'll?nd ‘t)ha(?” :
“Gh, are you busy?” she said, Iy—"ot_cven,” I was lorced to aganit, 1 watching it gradually Tade in the air. ceuld: bring him, weeks ago. A g l'n(' S G gl o ; bE A
}-..d Ve ~.|-'\ eis 4vBen 1 heapd- -Porter-may have fallen.in Tove with. you. “Our curate’s, brother-in-law " she . ex- ‘“And ‘you dor’t kmow his nanie? Do§5 | el b e Sttt of I nodded. At any rate it hag been &
1‘ Bad pickea up i e e : _?uhno_g sl:cr_;{: her skirts dowr. with an piained. “That nice man with the pretty  Le “know yours?” it S b he was re- tinct flush. i 5 e
he}} \blf 0. e vird ber. Wit ffectation of indignation, and turned and wife, whom everybody smihs so” “No. That's the best of it.” Sl_:e re. Apstecad _were a.sno byhganz, ﬂde Vel fn As Jenkin-Smith did not dance, ind Mra
'\u 1 ,»;m..“-u.'n!u‘g h;\l»dm .‘JLI'.- v\; ‘I..l.' f-\(iflf] 11.“' % ' “Wak his. wife With him?” | inguired. garded . wme doubtfully. “Or is it the gretta:bl.} slangy, but she icored‘da g Smith was a ‘jolly.lfttlo; woman to Whh
ever my answer, she Would have come in “You're very rude.” she d¥ciared.  “Af- “Bon’ R e SO e s ) worst? g 4 s - .the_way of truth. Only they. did no the few tsiders—some: dancing men
“Don’t you want a wWalk dn such a lovely ter.that, T.won't tell voy . sther! word. on’t be siily--and ard—rLorrid. 'It's L s h ard themseMes as snobbish: they prided 3 2
ARy sk ‘1 il Sty eronat, T.won't tell you, another word, the curfite who'sgot the wWife, The Rei- I shrugged my shoulders. After all, the g e lect T is little from téwn “and so on-—were only
morning as thi 2 shejanguired, ceining All right.” 1 said @greeably. 1 bent my Jenkin-Smwith " 3 Ll moral of a story.depeunds a good deal on themselves on bemg_. select. ere is ; pleased to be introduced, 1 do_not t
h°;‘,’?%“”"~”"-‘; o (e Toding : i head over my work: “How. do you spell “Not all a bad sort,”; I .commented. - the. point-of view. s but, the point of. view betwegn the two that cither of them realized there was
Fortutately tor yous'+I veplied; com- ‘harallel’! “Only ‘it wag Factless of Bim . ta have “a “Say that's the attraction of it.” I sug- qualities. PR had dead set heing made against them. -
posedly, “I do Aot | .F.don'l know. Why? . .~ Pame like Smith--here” & gested. “Let it.go at that” - ; The Rev. Jenkin-Smith's: offense ha I saw nothing of the brother-in-law, and
Fortuaateiy? : i only that I'm vriting it. "I thought = “Yes, isn't it a shame. We are-a snobbs “Well, it Wwill be rather iuteresting:  been twofold. g “could only conclude that. my hands being
“H:1 had, 1 explaineds sliould h:}vti Would be interesting to know how - to spel £30g, - aren’t s ‘Bacauko he's  really a . don’t -you think?” She smiled bappily. The least that one can expect 01’ °":° full with Mrs; Jenkin-Smith, - Elinor had
gone ‘out ‘with| the ‘pthers balf an kour it.” 3 £ v - éf,'zx’?"x'za11 isu’t he; T Ao/ rosar SR e 1-1it: aYiother cigarette, : curate is that she sghall marry ‘in his own taken him under her wing. 1 was in-
A0 ; : J sh;‘v'u‘y«l be ashamed;” declared Elinor, iha n'til"‘(; PRt / “Look - here,” 1 ‘said, as I blew out the parish. The fact that he can:ﬁ into “01‘;: clined to envy him. Because, of Elinor,
< ghin i "o taly' 2 <. nsiste dis ain 1v, sy 1 2 y " jor 0T e She e Jature. s . / i P % A » » L E - S VR i 3 vi ile ) s
4 “But why Merina p - Bhe Shalsted, ‘:’f]ni'r']‘ ,','.].'4" _lv\?; iy h’j’f{‘,' :I:f\ : \” ; “Never having ‘heard Blis-“mention the '  mateh. I don't ask to know what hap-, 315‘}:“;‘ t:lready B“W”"db] “1;0 m:‘O[ our  the truth is more than a physiological one,
)".!1\:,,_,: (‘|. Lo “»,\j : : ‘ 1 4 31‘)'\ “.'.)n\. r‘ jnl,( ,T,l..l \lx\Y \‘I( |l, ‘.4’.' rl)y»]‘ s retarked. - f daresay e is” pened in -the train,. but- T bet- )'0“‘ what las e € not unreasonable 1opes that the more one ig under lhe“’:liﬂ‘ t..
: W_"{‘,.,_,“ Gt ¥ypu want to fiell me 4 L S ot toan e lo te] . . “His. brother-indsw: in R you like youw hlush .when he comes in.” (.a'l]!ghtegs to the iroqnd. feAaiati tty - TEArer one.is to the heart. ik
e L Wit 20 e . '(-|x' b in' ','H\'\;jyl\”;r}q—, e T8 T i “How do.you— .- Oh, you caine: down “Nothing did happen in the tralu, dnd ( nd e s Ry “das'(t;(:]mbe'-v: r!,”; er oy auni,, seated amongst the iatrons %
Al .abegt . i D e ety 4 el it iy, A it Sl solas with Mita® G e bet you T don't. What shall it be a Bew., & b“?]r:e furs c%ngil;:«;lg . g _[L: and others who in years, if in no other Fgs
!hn‘ih' u" ; : k. ‘\\(v.‘.h de, i ‘.1 ”V‘n\ : "]‘,‘ ’_“I](,jl:Li:X, D1l S¢ “Thats whath 1T trying to tell you s muff 2 ] diu:m)a? 1 s'iupmtmc i ttle to assuage this spect, “were _qualified for m.tronagg.qr
B as e - AR o lisomibe EHg Ca s g ; You won'f listen. He was in the same car- “If anybody’s died, and left e Acfel ‘V\'J?\-lglén 'g“‘t to the Jenkin-Smiths: to beckoned me to her side. ;
seinettic s 11 \mmi-:m [ e onld dofis s : tune.” I ‘mentioned’ “and this is ‘your poEe 'D e: o‘dleh: s % 3 y “Bring Elinor to me a: once,” she wihis
A s ‘H.f‘ angmy. s, I Just Kwux:( be.” “How did.you know who he was?” yiethod of breakinﬁl the n,ews";-o ma;r p;?mg(-r;mi:s 41‘:)(,[[‘1;1\'9 ﬁ::u lr-l;:x‘eaf\'al){:lsd pares, Zharp’ly; R (e
: PR ; e AN e, . p o FBVeE I gl “Idiot! What. w you het then?” ’ W hin; they’ll bé talking sentiy.” 8
regarding wme  defiantly, You've " got yourself in a scrape ani IOT opened her eves in surprise. Idiot 2 v ainst B pres il : i
for o word : want mie to get voubut:” 1. tsunted Ror “Why, be told nie; of coutse. Why should +'A pair of gloves to a box of Cigarettes,” ba42 ?;p}-? ?\iij(?gt'egugai]gs?fn?: had only If 1T bad not won iy box of cigaretteg ‘
cried, triumpbantly. *“You “That's. why all this ostraint.” he have said he was if be-wasn'f? He’s on “One pair?’ I _didn’t think you were as %p‘c].-t i‘( with a' .',‘_.. or &8 c ) e diﬂeren't before. i should ix.a\ e”men_ :
; ‘ 1 haven't done anythiag:of the sq g7 a visit? stingy as all that.” ;i‘ﬂ'\‘thiﬁg would have been’ “Is that you, Dici,” she cned._ o=
she ¢ i I regarded her ‘with spmie disapnroval. "Two' pairs then—against a Lundred That fhey should have been ipvi a “Yes,” I replied. “I'm to take you
Uiexndatadly. he gurelod delizt Iy “Does your mother know af this habit cigareties * 5 = e ave ‘heen  invitell e your mater. -And Altington, it's about
Ciex 11 X gurgled delig itedly. Lo YT o 10w al igareties. : my aunt’s annual dance was no more than : rar ‘oduced to your hoatelﬁ
‘Woll, ves, T have in a woy. she ad Ployours?’ "What -brand? their due; their position demanded that s e e aprodine. to.3
reassuy mitted.  She planted hei inyan arm- “What hahit? “As il  you didn't know. Your guv'nor - Riantihitay: o S8OL 4127 St :
She gdave a sigh of reliet “hair in. front of .the fire, .* simply mus! ‘Of speaking “to strangers.” } keeps -thein on the top shelf of th:‘ cabi- 4 {\'r{/"i]xyvf;o‘ii was felt was e *.“Oh," ‘cried Elfnor. “Do - ow N
I'hat a1l right then® walked . ta]) You. Do be a dear: and listen. Come “Don’t be so absurd.: 1 didni 'f.}»r:qk to net.” i mgd hn it ' k e, % ia’ mj‘ sunt hl‘d\ me with a fl}}i"k flush 9’ Admtr?m?;‘ o
to®ard the fireplace and poised one Tog ver lhere. near.” : : him. He asked me if I preferred: the win- “Second shelf " orrected Elinor. Sk nade nista ‘e was‘In giving permis- “Altington,” 1 said, distinctly, “A—1
s ; : ORI A L i Ts 4 i e el : \ s ’ Y. SOhe s Lo Mre. Smith to bri I . Tk t. d d looked
the. feritlar L Fose reluctantly and’ crossed fo (he OW open or shut <topped ‘suddenly and gazed at x fri ion to } O bring her brother. er—er Shé _stammered and loo
“E- don’t belleva - you notived . anythi g "OW. 1 don' blame Wi 1 roig £90-. -“iflly. T Bettevs I‘haa'd qh.[g” om:am_ gfv ;”f' She had made the .request—my "aunt ag. “Richard!” said a voice behind me, .
BIEher” - she " deriared. aTiar o Motacht s Stt here,” she. said. tapping the arm of Breely " ifron dont dl Sl e A el e @ mbmﬁenf “Y'O\l'r:é quite—w'ruﬁ :'h: npﬂe'd —With as much Assurance. as if ghe turned and perceived my Q}lnt and: lel.
balse, “hecause there vasn’t-anythiug -to' -her "Did it answer?” Klinor suddenly lost  <aig disdainfuily “I mever do Bg‘ ides. IR heen Mrs., Wendoyer herself. A Wendover. il o o
Eed” ' Tshall do nothidg iof the sort ® I ob- mterest in her own story and looked at Le’s always gbt.ﬁis keys, so0 1 c'an‘t?’s i Syeryhody kl.le“’ that . Mrs. Wendover’s “Hello, auntie, ﬂ*“’fﬂetf,)"let b mt&'
’“’\\'l,.'f do you think really happened ' ervedieoldly. 1 c4ad ht the suggestion in me with an encouraging smile < 2 hrother was i’ the Guards. duce lLord Altington to you. ;
’ : ] e i Of the three I think that Mrs. Wendover
ussion—not to be takelh en- was the most surprised. 3

“Its all right,” T assured her, “I.shan't . 3 . - ;
“1 {wish you wouldn’t leave so many  her ere. “I'm not afraid; I 'simply dont “Don’t be vulzar.” 1 said. “Besides, this: " 4gk any questions. Now, if you've told n.x: ‘ﬂdr:mt‘?ii ii(i)su(-nger ey loke. was can.
loose ends I yons SRR, 1 g, b Al Lt e ah o SefonT: “Disode; not ‘miné. Which did you crervihing you ean't keep to yourself, rum - tirel, seriously, becauke- even they real- Indeed if the expression on her face was
frritaniy Hippened? on : . 5 ,A,.,-nv‘n shrugged ber s wulders  dishe- }uf‘(h)—‘{ it i L& ¥ a]o"g and worry somebody elges I'm 77"(1 there: were limits. "HB‘ to }iOW"hF‘ any mdicatiou of her teellngs, [ am o=
g H ve talk 1eVingiy pein, think: or—or shut. in- not - busy.” would be dres : » ’ P " i,

4 : sl R Ll N g % BT T o ORI e £y puld. essed. Miss Wendover, in an clived {o pity her. :
1~1§‘;15.~.  last night. arent ¥ A : i Jﬂ.-ﬂ- Ccare where - sit .~h«' de ”f.n l:‘m_‘.-_ ‘A.x)hrv\\j it .‘rlﬂns.n‘ matter ‘i\‘nh a pout Elinor rose to her feet. . appalling flight of imagination, even pie- ' The discovery that Mrs. Jenkin-Smith, !
NOW. We may be” 1 coneeded, “bhut s :‘];1193{ f’m;,‘ = Y.,hm,-‘-\ youw’ll be uncom ,J,)-')”‘,”"g,"‘ our ‘d"z_i‘nw. I politeness were g virtue,” ghe de- tured bim in a frock coat! However, these whom she had. invariably snubbed, was$
moment ago : ‘ ; ortable 0 that” chair Sena LM, you -agk 7h'ﬂ'; s l. surveying herself in the mirror, gpeculations had their serious side. Tpo the sister of the famous Lord Altingtom

Never mind about a momens ago, You The story” I commanded, lighting a Don’t be silly; of.course not, Besides. - “vou wouldnt be fit for a young girl to  my own knowledge three bets were booked and a “Lads” in her own right mm,lhl

B y F. Harris ‘D‘eansf- }
: visitor arrived somewhat late, and entered

“After that,” said BElinor, “I'm going.” unannounced. ; b S
In the doorway she paused, to call back thi clz:ﬁc:dmto be by Elinor's side "J}‘
1 ” y came in. i

“My bet, I think,"” I said triumphantly.
“Did I really?” she whispered, somew
* % startled.
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ture .intensely interesting.”

.

Do

“Why st Aight, of ¢

baven't answered ms question.” cigaretfe, I don’t even know his name.” speak to. StHl, 1 will'; You'y & ¥ - : ,
‘ - . SR S ¢ et T A £o. & . U ve nof_been 28 to -whether. he would wear :ts, ve been-
‘How do [ know what ha pened ? I’ too funnly for anything,” she cried He'll get chucked out if he tries 1o . get -Very interesting, have you?” L made tie! . i gitlt):r:g{l ho‘fmhiﬁrat;E:uRLu ol
“Well 1 might tiv  t ool )t €Y bl ’ ; < jeht 2 ~it} o s S8 Ak & “y4r 3 - 5 y Bl > &
}-' ;UYON Inlght tiy 0 guesh; ybw 118s who 1 came down with last night? ‘B Whout » card. ‘It's not like a London It's ' my respectability” pleaded in It was of course an unfortunate accl, However. the wedding present was i
Reedn't -bé mean. I‘:hozg]t my head affair. Here everyvhody knows everybody = excuse “However, T' found your adven- dent ' that the Jenkin-Smiths ang their the very best taste. ;
= o 3 o s s % @ &
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