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'CANADA AND NAVAL DEFENCE

Speech of W. F. Maclean, M. P., South York, House of Com-
mons, Ottawa, November 15, 1909. :

(From the official report.)

OTTAWA, Nov. 16.—In the debate on
the address in reply to the speech from
1the throne:

Mr. W. F. Maclean (South York):
dr. Speaker, I bad intended, notwith-
standing the invitation of the right
-hon. prime minister (Sir Wilfrid Laur-
icr), to disouss this naval question on
this occasion, but just before I come
to , in view of what the hon. the
lead of the opposition (Mr. R. L.
Borden) and the prime minister said,
and as something in the way of a just
appreciation of the late member for
Strathoona. (lar. Meintyre), I wish to
pay him one great and substantial
tribute in regard.to his public conduct
last session in this parliament. I rals-
ed a question on that occasion as to
the capitalization of the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway. I thought that a great
injustice was being done to,the coun-
try. I pointed that out, and the hon.
member for Strathcona, and the hon.
member for Assintbola supported me
in. that position. {J think 'I can make
the fact clear to the house by reading
& very short quotation from a promin-
ent English paper, London “Truth.’
London ‘Truth’ ‘is noted for its finan-
clal articles, which are always writ-
ten in the first person. In the issue of
the 13th October this a; ars:

A week ago I referred to the Mkeli-
hood of an early issue of shares by
the Canadian Pacific. The official an-
nouncement has been made, Sir Thom-
as Shaughnessy intimating at the
meeting held last week that the com-
pany would issue $30,000,000 -of new
shares to those registered on Nov. 15
in the proportion of one new share
for every five held. It 1is officially
.8tated that the p™ice of issue will be
$125. There was a little disappoint-
ment In places at the company’s de-
parturre from its former practice of
making new jssues at par, but the
market was prepared for the board’s
change of poilcy in viesy of the op-
position to issue at par lately en-
countered by the company in the Can-
edian parliament, a matter with which
I dealt at the time. 1t seems to me
that the ‘company’s action achieves
the object not often obtained of pleas-
ing both sides. By’ issuing the shares
at $125, instead of par, the board gains
$7,500,000 of capital, and conciliates the
Canadian trading community, while it
is still' able to offer the shareholders
a handsome bonvus.

The member for ‘Strathcona has put
this to his monument—and the people
of the Northwest will appreclate it—
that a year ago he raised his voice in
this country’ against the capitalization
in connection with the Canadian Paci-
fic Rallway, that was against the pub-
lie interest, he stated his view in this
house, he was supported by the hon.
member for Assinibola and myself, and
the résult is that the Canadian Pacific
Rallwvay, in spite of itself and its in-

tentions, -has to-day $7,500,000 in its
treasury for the building of branch
lines in the Canadian west if it chooses
to so employ that money. If there were
more men from the west who would
stand up In this house as that hon.
gentleman did on that occasion there
would be better treatment for th2 farm-
ers of the west In regard to the trams-
portation question.

Now, Mr. Speeker, I wish to come
to this question of naval defence.
While I may not -add anything hew
to the question, or throw_ any great
light upon it, -stil I do want to get
the house down to the actual
gituation, whatever it may . be, in
discussing it, especially In view of
statements.that have been made on re-
cent occasions by members of this
house and statements that are now
being made in the press by correspon-
dents who, in some way, seemed to
think that Canada has no ‘duty to
perform in this matter. If I deal for
a few minutes with some things that
we all know, I intend to deal with
them largely for the information of
the country, and, I think also, for the
information of some honorable gentle-
men who are to-day members of this
house. While I say this I wish to put
in a.plea mow for the very fullest dis-
cussion of this question. There must
be freedom of discussion upon this
question. BEvery side must be -heard,
¢very province must be heard, every
sitizen of Canada must be Heard on
s» important a mafter. But Id6 trust
and I am confident that out of this
discussion there will come a pclicy
upon which the whole of the Canadian
nation can be united. I belleve that
when we come to our final action it
will be the action of a united nation
and assist that desirable result. I
wish to try and make clear what
conceive to be a few of the basic
principlées of the situation. The first
thing I wish to establish—and it re-
quires sometimes to be established,
altho the prime minister and the lead-
er of the opposiilon have admitted it
to-day—is that Canada is an integral
portion of the British Empire. The
prime minister alluded to it to-day,
but you often hear peogple discussing
this question who seem to. evade that
issue. One way in which I wish to
establish that, and I think I can es-
tablish it, is to take this little book,
the British North America Act, and
see what it says in reference to this
subject. In its opemning paragraph, or
preamble, it says:

Whereas the provinces of Canada,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have
expressed their desire to be .federally
united into one Dominion under ths=
Crown' of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, with a con-
stitution similar in principle to that
of the United Kingdom. . . . .

Be it. therefore enacted and declared

by the Queen's Most Excellent Maj-
esly, by and with the advice and con-
sent of  the lords spiritual and tem-
poral, and commons, in this present
parliament ¢gassembled.

" Then the act follows. What does
tHat mean? It means that®to-day this
c{‘:nt,ry is under the British Crown
and that the house of commons of this
Dominion of Canada was  organized
and created by the parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

discussions that take place- in the
country you discover that. they evade
the whole fact that we are a creation
of the parllament of the United King-
dom and that we are under the Bri-
tish Crown. Tf you 'go on in the
act for two or three senténces more
you will read the following:

Provisions of this act referring . to
Her Majesty the Queen extend also
to the heirs and succestors of Her
Majesty, Kings and Queems of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland. !

Article 9:

The executive governmen: and au-
thority of and over Camada  is “here-
by declared to continue and be vested
in the Queen. . °

Clause 15 rdads as follows:

The commander-in-chief of the land
and naval militia, and of all naval
and milizary forces, of and in Canada,
is herehy declared 1o continue and be
vested in the Queen.

Article 17:

There shall he one perliament for
Canada, consisting of the Queen, an
upper house styled thie senate, and the
house of commons. b

Therefore, in this constitutiondl act
which creates the Dominion of Can-

ada it is most e¢learly set out thatj

Canada is a part of the British Empire
and that this parliament is the crea-
ture of the parllament of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land. Let me read the oath that every
soldier who joins the Canadian mili-
tia takes; and I suppose the same
oath will be taken .by the members
of our nawval force now:

I, A B, do sincerely promise and
swear that I will be faithful and bear
true allegiance to His Majesty.

And every member of this parlia-
ment takes this oath:

I do swear that I will be fajthful
and bear true allegiance to His" Ma-
jesty King Edward.

The royal titlés—and now I come to
a point which is very significant—the
royal titles as used in all our official
documents read:

Edward VII; by the Grace of God
of the United Kingdom of Great Bri-
tain- and Ireland and .of the British
dominions beyond the seas, King de-
fender of the faith, Emperor of India.

And to-morrow, were a - declaration
of war made against our King, it
would be against Edward VII. of Great
Britain and Ireland, and the British do-
minions beyond the seas, which, of
course, would include Canada. War
against Great Britain means war
against Canada. Were the German

Emperor;to declare warn against Great

Britain ‘to-morrow, even before the
{
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declaration were made public it might
be the policy of the German Empire
to have her ships im, front of Halifax
and on the way up the St. Lawrence
to Quebec, just as the Japanese. fleet
had destroyed the Russian fleet be-
fore any overt declaration of war was
made.
the British Empire, Canada belongs
to the King of Great Britain and Ire-
land and ‘of the British dominions be:
yond the seas. Canada is subject to
an attack that England herself may bé
subject to, and the people of this coun-
try should understand that they are
of the empire, that.they are with it:
that they are exposed to the same hos-
tility as any other part of the empire
may be subject to and that it is their
duty to be prepared to defend that
empire and in defending it to defend
ourselves. But there is still more
striking language in a/ document which
is not set out in any of the statutes
but which wasgyprepared by a commit-
tee of this house somé years ago and
the form of which was agreed to with
unanimity. The people of 'this conin<
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competént to defend herself, we might
be dragged into wars due to the neg-
i lect or the bad judgment of the mo-
Now, sir, in view of the act that|ther country. The very German secare
the mother ‘country has called [OUT of the present time is based on the
attention to the state of her deﬁ:'rces fact that England, by pursuing a cer-
and of our own, we are just mOw at iain fiscal poticy, "has given her mar-
the parting of the ways, We muSt kets to Germany and her work to the
choose whether we are to be _ofjtne,‘wo,.k_people of Germany. While the
British Bmpire ‘or not. ' There may |British people 'are told that it is cheap
be four courses open to us, but ti}‘“"e‘bredd they want, it is really work.that
are only two of any great concerni In | they' want, '‘and they would have that
the first place, we may say that Qan-|work and that bread if England chang-
ada shall remain one of a pa.rtn&r#htpied her fiscal policy. I wish to say,
of free self-governing British states a5 a ' citizen of this country and
Wworking together for ecomsmon mpur-
pose and mutual defence. I b
that is. what we will say. Or we may
cut ourselves adrift and become a |se-
parate nation and pursue our own
policy irrespective of all external don-
ditions. Or we may sink our individu-
ality and become a portion of ithe
United States. Or, as a fourth pogsi-
bility, we may remain within the ém-
pire -while refusing co-operation,which
to me is unthinkable because unpatri-
otic and repulsive, to. the. people| of
this countiry. Wt must do one of two

responsgibilities, whatever they may: be,'

for its defence. |

as Great Britain has intimated to us
that she desires our mssistance, I
claim the right # discuss and. criti-
cize the present policy of the British
Government. My sympathy’ is entire-
ly with the  present government in
thejr desivre to bring about social re-
form, which is -badly needed in Great
Britain; but there is also negded a
substantial tariff’ reform .in the direc-
tion of keeping the British market for
the British people and keeping the
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could not start too soon. Canad
growing into one of the great @
mercial naval countries of the

It lies between the two great' contin
ents of Asia and Europe, so that

the traffic between  these counts
must pass thru it. ' Therefore, Ca
ada is bound to have a great rean
tile manine. An evidénce of that

the way in which our great rail
companies are developing mercant
marines. The Canadian Pacific Rails
way has become the owner of an en-
ormous fieet, the Grand Trunk Pacif
and the Canadian Northern propose g
g0 into the same business, we have- o
Allan steamship line and other
lines which centre in the c¢ld
try, and we shall require an immmen
Canadian marine on the Pacific. §D
will involve an enOrmous amount
shipbuilding in this§ country. hers'
are to-day enough ships required’ fo
the trade of' thig Dominion to ooceup
a half dozen shipyards. Let -us es
lish' thiese in the bagin of the St. La
rence,.-in the Maritime Provinces'
British Columtia’ .as well. = On

cQ

1]

*O5W3I=2p W=

try do not know so much of that doc-
ument as we who are members of this
house, because it is the form %t» pray-

work of England for the working peo-
ple of England instead of sending it
abroad: and the one man that Eng-

ground alone we should have th
great shipbullding  yards in this cou
try. There is only one way in. whien

LORD our Heavenly Great Britain a,nd'Irela.n'd, and

things; we are at the parting of the
ways, and we have before us only ithe

(L

O Father, high and mighty,
‘King of kings, Lord of lords,
the only Ruler of princes, who
-dost from thy throne behold
all the dwellers upon earth ;’
Most heartily we beseech
thee with thy favour to behold
His Most Gracious Majesty
King Fdward, and so replen-
ish him with the grace of thy
Holy Spirit that he may al-
way inoline to thy will and
walk in thy way: Endue-him
plenteously with Heavenly,
gifts; grant him in health and
wealth long tolive; strength-'
en him that he may vanquish
and overcome all his enemies;
and finally, after this life he'
may 'attain everlasting joy
and felicity, through Jesus
Christ Our. Lord.—A4men,

ALMIGHTY God; the

Fountain of all goodness,
we humbly beseech thee to
bless our QGracious Queen
Alexandra, George, Prince
of Wales, the Princess of
Wales, -and all the Royal

Family; endue them with
thy Holy Spirit; enrich them'
with thy Heavenly Grace;
prosper them with all happi- |-
ness; and bring them to
thine everlasting Kingdom,
through Jesus Christ Our
Lord.—AmenS§ :

INTOST Gracious God, we
' humbly beseech thee, as
for the United Kingdom of

-

His Majesty’s other Domin.;
lons in general, 80 especially
for this Dominion, and herein
more particularly for the

Governor-General, the Senate,

and the House of Commons,
in their legislative capacity
at.this time assembled; that

thou wouldest be pleased to
direct and prosper all their

consultations, to the advance.

ment of thy glory, the safety,

honour, and welfare of our

Sovereign and His Domin-

ions, that all things may be so

ordered and settled by their

endeavours, upon the best

and surest foundations, that

peace and happiness, truth

and justice, religion and piety,

may be established among us
for all generations. These,

and all other necessaries for

them, and for us, we humbly

beg in the name, and through

the mediation of Jesus Christ,

our most blessed Lord and
Saviour.—Amen.

UR Father which art™in’

Heaven, Hallowed be thy
‘Name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done in Earth, as
it is in Heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive them that trespass
\against us.. And lead us not
iinto temptation; but.deliver,
us fromeevil.—A4men.

4 = Lo o 3 t
Th) pray>: raad daily by tha 3p) akor intid Canatian Housao f Ccimmorns, which W. ¥, Maclean, M.F,

argued in the dobate the other day showed moro than any other existing document that Canada was |

an integral part of the British Empire and, therefore, bound to take part in the defence of the empire.

The above Is a photographio reproduction of the
the prayer. .

oard oopy from whioh the Speaker dally reads
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er used daily at the opening of our
proceedings- here -and it contains the
ipolitical and religious creed of .the
great bulk of our peopile. There are
two or three petitions fin it 'that I wish
to bring before the house and before
the people of the country and I read
them with the utmost reverence. The
prayer reads: 7

‘Most heartily we beseech Thee with
Thy favor to behold His Most Gracious
Majesty King Edward, and so replen-
ish him- with the grace of Thy Holy
Spirit that he may always incline to
Thy will. and walk in Thy way; en-
idue aim- plenteously with heavvgml'y
gifts; grant him 'in health and wéa¥h
long. to live; - strengthen him that he
may vanquish and overcome all his
enemies; |

Most gracious God' we humbly be-
seech Thee as for the United Kingdom
of Great-Britain and Ireland and His
Majesty’s other dominions in general,
80 especially for this Dominion ‘that
Thou wouldst be pleased to direct and
prosper, to the advancement of Thy
glory, the safety, honor:and welfan:
of Our Sovereign and his dominions.

So in this daily prayer this house
recognizes that Canada is a part- of
the empire; we,pray for its prosperity;
we pray that peace may prevail in it.
and that His Gracious Majesty should
vanquish and overcome his -enemies.
And, notwithstanding that, there are,
men writing in the press of/th's coun-
try who say that in some Way Canada
can be of the British Empire and yet
not recognize the responsibilities that
are set out in the oath of office in
the British North America Act and in
other official documents. It surpris:s
me that any one who professes to b2
a Canadian can say that Canadians
are not responsible for the defence of
the empire,
And what more is there about this
Bidtish Empire that interests us? First
cof all the British North America Act
confers upon us the British - system
of government as the' systemn which
is best suited to us and which we be-
lieve is best suited for government gen-
erally. It is better than the autocratic
system of Germany, it Is superior to
the system of the United States; and
as -England is the mother of free par-
lilaments. and as we are the benefi-
claries of this grand system of gov-
ernment, why should we not defend
it? But more than that, the British
Empire stands to-day the hope of hu-
manity and the greatest factor in the
progress of the world that history has
known. The British Emupire is
to-day the hope of the oppressed pzo-
ple of all continents; it is the hope
of the struggling people in Europe, in
South America. in all countries on the
globe where the aspirations of the peo-
ple are for higher things. The great-
est calamity that could befall the
world—worse than the decay of the
Roman Empire, which fell because it
probably deserved it—would be that
the British  systeti of government
should be in any way confined to its
scope for good and its mission to pro-
| mote the welfare of the human race,
{ Another thingz, under the RBritish
gystem has d-veloprd that bli#s'ne of
reedem to express | public opinfon
, Which really governs the worlid tb-day
and which flourishes thruout the Bri-
tish Empore as in no other. We as
Canadians, in our own interest, and in
the interest of humanity as well, are
boud to recognize our duty as sub-
Jects of the empire and to assume our

choice of Heracles,to choose the eourse
that.is with virtue,- with honor &nd
with duty, or the contrary. Our chdice
must be whether we are to be with
the empire or to” separate from the
empire. There are people in this cotin-
try who support both of these idcals,
and neither is repulsive to any omeé,
as they are on the ‘liné¢ of progréss.
Some day this country may drft ihto
conmiplete independence, which ' wonld
not be contrary to the wel-
fare of the people; but as long as this

form, and that with these two things

and competent to resist any invasion

country is a part of the empire, and
as long as that relation is what is set |
out in all these constitutional do¢u-
ments, and as long as we swear these |
oaths of fealty and loyalty and devo-
tlon to the crown of Great Britgin,
we must choose one ¢f two courses,
either to be of the empire or to be hot
of the empire. Then, if we choose| to
ke of the empire, we must assume our
responsibilities, and assume them in a
generous way. There are certain lin-
congruities that attend .cn. a declara-
tion of this kind. Some of them have

| revived,and humanity and human pro-

been stated in the press and in d:bate
in the country, and there is scmething
to be said for them. One of thes: in-!
congruities is this, that if the mother |
country chose to pursue a policy that |
brought her into wars or made her 1pss
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| responsibilities,
| glory

Itry in helping it t
{should break out

| we should gly

| Canada required to do in the dey

land and the (mpire ne:ds to-day Is
the man who has force enough to tell
the British people-that their duty is
to go on both in the work 'of social
reform and in the work of tariff re-

they will get right at home that re-
veénue which will make them st®ong

that might threaten.

In view of the propositions which I
have laid down, it is the duty of Can-
ada, to-day tol come to the assistance
of the empire; because this day of
freedom which dawns so slowly and
which we all speak so.well of may
be suddenly eclipsed, and the day of
conscript  nations, the day of feudal
ism, the day of warlordism’ may He

gress may e thrown back fbr cen-
turies. “ In“the face of these things,
it is -our duty to find out what our
responsibilities are and to live up. to
them. England has given free par-
liaments and free dinstitutions to the
werld. ' Our system is mcdeled on the
British system and we are proud of
It: and if we intend to wonk it out to
better results, we must assume our
: The imperishabla
|of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland is the monument
she has erected on this North Ame-
rican continent, and in that I" include
with Canada the great repukblic to the
scuth of us. That is a monumens un-
cqualed in the history of the worH
The most wondenful democracy thié
world has ever seen is on this North
Arperlc:m continent, and it is the cre-
ation of the .people of England. The
English people have erected fuch a
monument, can any man say, even a
citizen of the United States rr;uch less
a Canadian citizen, that he would for
one moment fail in his duty to up-
hold that monument and >muima!n
}ha’t‘dvmocrm'y'{ Those who would
ittack the Bri sn. Empire would at-
fack that démocracy of this contin-
€nt of America if they cou'd, ang do-
minate it with warlordism 'a.nd feu-
dalism. . So that the issue at stake is
not. a small One, but a vital One-;the
8reatest issue that has ever come be
{:()re the Canadian people t
the parting. of the ;
Choose one i

¥; and
d nation,
tles what
support of
notably that

when | this nation,
WOrks out that policy and set
It wi'l be, it will recelve the
EVery provirce o7 ¢ 1nada

of the Provipce of f‘ut"r:éc

as a unite

Now, I want to come to th
what omr policy shoul
it be one of building a n
it be a contribution to

g € question
d. be. Should
. the old coun-
 Carry on its navy?
g both. 1t war

~-MOrrow, -
ey would have to be the 'la(x);ltu'. !:')nod

: € a generous rani -
flf—u’e we could not posslbl)ﬁ in ’tz}?;t
t:}r:‘t“ htr}:pe to build a navy in time
> help € empire in its day of stres
Ix cdll now ga Proposition t i e
shipyards in this
Ao I p~

It could possibly

n to estah'ish |:
country. Some vmrs’
d to say on the ﬂolfrr of {
—1 40 n°t know that I got|
deal” of support—that what |
elop-
a national policy was to‘z‘;-
great naval industry in the
Provinces, and in the bae

St. Lawrence, and that we

this ro-s¢
a, great

Canadian will object to that.

to get them - quickly, and that I8
offer inducements to the great firm
of England, Ireland and Scotland td
come over and establish shipyards f£o
the building of  a British-Canadis
mercantile marine. They could th
be used for the building of Ca

ships of war should that be required.

I am not afraid to assume the respon-

sibility of c¢reating a Canadian

for the defence of Canada or for th
assistance of the empire, or even ©
giving a contribution to aid the .em
pire should the day of peril come. NG
We h {
it said that if we give a contributios
we should control the distribution o
it. I do not gquite agree in that doc<
trine, We dre free to' give it if wé
choose, We are free to give the mothersh
country $10,000,600 or $20,000,000 forth-#
with for the maintenance of the int i
grity of the empire and are thereby :
departing from the principle of com
trolling our own expenditure. In hune
dreds of ways we' give grants off
money, the expenditure of which wi
never control.. That is altogether difs
ferent from our paying taxes and hav
ing no contro]l over the expend

of these taxes. Vhen ‘we impose
taxes on our own people, the 'péopl
have control over the expenditura. thra.
their representation in parliament, .|
But if 4 tax should be imposed on
by a British parliament—which 4t
parfectly free to do—-we should be
Justified in refusing to pay unless we
had our say in the disposal of ‘
money. But there is nothing un;
triotic - r unconstitutional or humil 15
ating to. Canadians if they chooge
give a substantial contribution to the
British Parliament for tht pu

of defending the empire. That might
be the quickest and eastest way to setd
tle the difficulty, and It might maké
any nation, who might contemrpilate anl
attack on the Britigh Empire, thinlg
twice tefore doing e¢g. To m'y mindyg
and I think 1 express tho opinion of
the bulk of 'Carnad'la,g pecple, the!";
would be nothing wrong in this gove
ernment giving immediately a grangs
of money to help the mother . coun
and in establishing a navy, if nee

and removed absolutely from politict
In so.far as that can be done. B
c!ency in their navy is the one t
which the people of the empire thi
they have. There have been scan

In that navy, but these have .been
movrvd.. and the finest service. in
land, In fact in the worid to-day,
the British navy. 7
~

On my own behalf and on behalf
the people I represent, dnd I think
largely on behalf of the people of
ada, T am Prepared to say that we
British as well as Canadians, We
part of the British Empire and are
pared to assume all our responsibilitief
4s such, whatever they may be, for thi
purpose of maintaining the fnt@'ﬂt
?r?t’degg]te h:ngr of the empire and thé
pg”ple.y nd honor of the Canad

Te oo A
Weighted Himself angd Jumped In Laké

ROCHESTER, N, Y., Nov b |
Claytoa ‘Tyler, 5 years ol4, pr:".:rtetﬁﬂ
of the Crystal Iake Hotel, 'at Crys ;
Lake, New York, this morning Tow
in a boat to the centre of the lak
tied a heavy weight around his
ax‘;d Jumped overboard, :

st
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