
3aa THE LIFE OF WILLIAM COBBETT

if It had been offered. He must have reaUsed that h!^ a man entirely nnsuited to be fettereTb^h^^
ton. of any administrative department. Popd^ ^fh^people. Math the governing dasses he ^"J
n iL °Vf^.'^' '^'S. having been a Wow too directto be overlooked or forgiven. As his letters sho^.ZJever, while he asked nothing for himself, he certZ.thought more attention should have been pai^To^m:ommendahom by Windham, and that wh^ in w^
1 "f*/° ^ '^' P"^"'^ »t«r«t he demanL SJedismissal of Freeling. that official should ha^ bLnremoved f^om his p<«t.. In no department of^Te ^re
^«« greater abuses than in the War Office, over which

Zt^nT7 ^"f
''^' ^^ ""^^ '^ ^ MarchCobbett tilted with great vigour in his paper. iZ^eM however, to display no animu^i^d.'ln trS^'he felt none-agamst Windham. The last reference tn

Cobbett in Windham's Diary is on FeC^ ."Tsoo

Cobl^;
^^'''^'^S down, employed in reading

Cobbett. More thoroughly wicked and mischievous thanalmost anything that has appeared yet
"

fh.^^^"T .*"' *° *^*^ * ^* *«dience throughthe medium of the Political Register, but he was desirZ
to do more than promulgate pinions : he desired to be^e to t^ a leadmg part ir. the making of laws that
should enforce his views, and he had for some time castlon^g^ at Parliament. A chance offered in June
1806 when Cavenuik^ Bradshaw. one of the members
for Homton. vacated his seat by accepting an office of


