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Article 4—THE ALL-RED LINE.

NolwithstandiiiK the fact that there has heeii nuich written in
-upport of. and many attempts made to hoom, tlie W] Ke.l F.ine
lie average Canadian is not at all interested in the scheme; in fact
the Kreat majority of the people have not talen enough interest
in the proposition to inform themselves with regard to it indlook upon It as one of those freak schemes which will die a natural
neaih in the ordinary course of events.

An Old Measure In a New Dress.

The .All Red Liiie as now proposed is really an oM measure in
a new term and will undouhtedly meet with the same fate as its
predecessor. The idea of a fast .Atlantic service for the carriage
ot mails IS not a new one. as some eleven or twelve years aero a
similar enterprise was under considerati, 1. Ax that time the Domin-
ion goyernnient entered into an aRrei.nent with I'cter.son, Tait& Co., by which they were U, pay them an annual subsidy of a mil-
lion and a quarter dollars per annum for a fast line of steamships
hetween Canada and Great Britain, but the proposition was so
vigorously assailed both hy the press and by the supporters of the
government in the House of Commons that it was quietly dropped
oJt of sight and allowed to lie dormant until the present timewhen It IS brought forth in a new dress and with a more attractivename with the hope that the people will be carried away with
the clam; that it is an imperial measure in the interests of the
h,mpire at large and with that idea in mind give it their support
It IS a vam wish on the part of the promoters, as the Canadian
people are somewhat tired of projects which cannot stand upon
their own merits and are not disposed to accept a proposition of
the nature of the .All Red Line which h-.s nothing to recommend it
but the sentimental idea that it might possibly help foster closer
relations between the different portions of the British Empire an
idea which has no foundation in fact.

The consolidation of the British Empire is not dependent upon
a fast mail service, although such a service i;nder properly con-
sidered commercial conditions is desirable The love for the mother-
land is inbred in the native Canadian and will not be increased
or decreased through the creation of a faster mail service between
the eastern and western portions of the British Empire conse-
quently any project of that kind must be considered as a ourelv
commercial proposition.

Special Subsidies a Mistake.

,h An' p'^V t"-""
'P'"'^'''' ^"''^'tJ'" '" favor of enterprises such astne .MI Kcd Line are a mistake was never more clearly illustrated

than in connection with the proposed Peterson. Tait Co Fast Atlan-
tic Line, as within three years after that measure had been droppedwe had a better .service between Canada and Great Britain thanwould have been the case had the Peferer-.r! Ta^t contract ') •

carried through. The natural development of busines"s' created ''a
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