
Canada r«>pn>ve, on any and «'vcr.v oocanion the man, or «-oim-

pany of iiirn that MeekH to how tareH in the fair tividH of CunadN.

Too often a wHion of the pretm tnateatl of pmniotinK

faith and harmony aninnff our pi'ople, has provoked them to

nn^cr nnd cnKMKt'd thrni in inter-|)rovincial atriff. An*l that

alert fi-lliiw—the party politician—haw had no compuni'tion of

conHcience in trading upon the ill-wil! thus enK^ndered.

lint nft)*r nil pnhlic opinion in more powerfnl and ninch

more tniMtworthy thnn an nnprincipled editor or n rhnracter-

lesH pol.ticinn.

L(>t iiK ni():e and more help to make whoU-Nnme pnlilii?

opinion iiy meiins of these <lnl)H and otherwise.

John Hnskin in an address to workinnmen, many years

ago, ^aid

:

"It is useless to put your hends together if yon can't pnt

ytiur hearts to^'^'ther.

' Shouhter to shoulder, riKht hantl to ri!<ht hand a.noni?

yoursir.es and no wroiiK hand to anyhody else, and you''! win

the world yet."

In the sHme strain and nationally rather than relating to a

(laas, our own Harry Straton sings:

"Shall we n )f all l»e one race shaping? and weldin;? the Nation?

Is not our Country too hroad for the schisms thai shake

petty lands?

Yea, we shall .join in our nii)rlit and keep sacred our firm Fed-

eration;

Shoulder to shmdder arrayed, hearts open to hearts, haiuls

to hands."

When old Rome was passing through the greatest crisis

in her history—when all faith in the future of the common-
wealth seemed dead—one patriotic statesman had conferred

upiui him the highest honor in the gift oi the State "Because

he had not despaired of the Commonwealth."

In the white light of sacrifice of the past five years there

is I'ttle room after all for '.he profe.ssion of the pessimist re-

garding Canada's destiny, immediate or remote.

I well remend)er reading at the time of its appearance the

more famous pastoral of the great Helginn prelate—that soul

of his people— His Eminence, Cardinal Mereier:

"We had need," he wrote—"let us confess it—of a lesson

in patriotism. Belgians in large munbers were using tip their

strength, and squandering their time in barren cpiarrels of

class and race and personal passion."

And then, further on, the splendid exhortation

:

"Courage, my brothers, our sufferings will pass, but the

e;'own of life for our nation wi". not pass."

I was reading in Emerson the other day that "The French

in Canada, cut off from all intercourse with the parent state,

have held their parent traits."


