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«lowii iiitotlin water; and at'tor which tln-y nro ropix-seiitctl ns coin-

ing up out of thu wutcr, could he; nothing less than bathing or iin-

iMursing tho whole ixM-sjon." VV'c begin with remarking on thiti

docliiration, that wo arc witnesses oi' iho pos.iUjility of reading all

the passages referred to, without receiving from them tho pcrsua-

nion which Mr. C. conceives, they tnust necessarily produce; for

wc have read them again and again, and arc assured of no such

tiling. ' Olr Ml. C. will ho ready to <!xclaim, ' the incurable ob-

stinacy of Pedobapti.st prejudice!' Perfectly unaware however,

that our minds are more largely imbued with that tpiality than his

own, wc shall claim the privilege of assigning our reasons, for not

ecing eyoto eye in this mutter, with our Baptist brethren.

Admitting then, for a moment, tho accuracy of our Eng-lish trani!-

lation in njudcring tho Greek prepositions in question, if it is an

adtnissible and imdeniable inference from such expressions, that

John 's proselytes, and Philip's sable convert, were really immersed,

it is equally admissible and undeniable, that John immersed him-

self as well, and as often as ho did his candidates—and that Philip

was submerged as completely as the eunuch, because it is saiil of

them both alike, that they went down into the water. It is ecjually

apparent that both tho administrator and the recipient of tho ordi-

nance, might go down into the water and come up out of it, without

at all, iiecessarily involving the supposition, that the rite was per-

formed by immersion.* Nor is there any thing improbable in ima-

gining,that they would go into tho water, though the rite were per-

formed by sprinkling or pouring, when we consider the warmth
of tho climate, tho custom of wearing sandals instead of shoes, and
that fre(|uent washing of the feet was both necessary and refresh-

ing. fMoreover, from what has been previously advanced it ap-

pears, that our opponents consider the verb baptize alone as signi-

fying to innncrse under water, and as warranting an emersion cor-

respondent with immersion. Now if ihcy interpret the prepo-

sitions in (jucstion, when associated with the verb baptize, a.<i

meaning into and ou< o/additionally, thoy make in fact two plung-

ings under and two emersions, and therefore consistency with

their own exegesis of their words, requires that if they do not
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t Mr. WoliV, the Missionary, mentions in his .lonrnHl, nn instance of Uiis kind, in ih^

nistoms Ola pcopli- of Mesopotamia. Tliis <>vcX ofChristiiins call themselves " The fol-
lowers of :Sr. .lolin tho Hripiist. who Wiis n follower of Christ." Among many other
questions, Mr. W'olii" in(]uire(l ofone of thetn r<-s porting their ir.oilc of baiiiism, lind wn«
nnswereil, " The Triest or Bishop baptizes rhil.lren thirty davs old. They take the child
tn the hanks oi" the rivtr: n relative or friend holds the child near the siirtace of the \va-
i»r. while (he Pnest spnt\klct the element upon the child, and with pravrrs thev nam*
*»*«^'i'''''" Journal, tol. ii. ;>. 311.


