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ov. r on.' liiindriHl iinfl fourteen millioni of bunheli. jjproducta ngninat ui. But tho mcMure will, In
Au;niiiHlMn rxportof I«-h.s timn six hundrril thou- ' truth, be of infinite ndvnnlnge to our iiKricuiture.

•and burrcis of flour from Cnnndu in IHI7, (h»r Canndn sfinda few produrm to u«; w.i Rmd many
excess over imports,) -f exported nrnriy fournnd

||

to her. We produce corn, which she needs, and
a half milhons of I

• N; nnd n^ninst nn export
; which she cnnnot raise in sufficient rpmntity for

of one hundred thousand bushels of wheat from

Cunndn, (excess over imports,) we exported nearly

her own consumption. Ifer winters arc longer

tImn ours; nnd, ns the expense of keepin;;: cattle
four millions four hundred ihousurul bushels. In ! from autumn to spring i.<i greater, she will always
the same year we exported twenty million busheh
of Indian corn nnd meal, while she exported none.

The idea that a million and n half of people, about
half the population of New York, with a soil far

less favorable to tho growth of wheat than our
own, can successflilly compete with us cither in

the foreign or the domestic market, and injuriously

affect produciion with us, with twenty milliona of ' to be of infinite benefit to

rely on us for her supplies, both for the slaughter-

house and for farming purposes. There is now
a duty of $4 40 a head on cows, and seven dol-

lars a head on oxen, on importation into Canada,

The removal of these duties will be a great ad-

vantage to us. In short, under nil its nspects,

this measure will, on examination, be admitted

people, seems to mo a very idle apprehension. It

has been stated, on hiirh authority, that the entire

trade of the Ibitish North American colonies, with
three millions of people, docs not equal that of Con-
necticut, with only three hundred thousand inhabi-

tants. The more nuitierous, active, and enterprising

must always have the advantage in exchanging on
equal terms. The very fact ihut we send into New
Brunswick every year at least ono hundred thou-
sand barrels of flour, and prolml)ly as large an
air-vunt into Nova Scotin, seems to indicot' that

we might enter into successful competition with
Upper in supplying Lower Canada, if all duties

were to be removed. At least our surpluses will,

to some extent, meet there.

Looking to the wheat culture alone, therefore, 1

should have no fears. But if we consider the sub-

ject in connection with the export of cattle, corn,

our agriculture. It will,

m most cases, remove duties on our products,

which operate os a direct discouragement to their

exportation, while the removal of the duties on the

like articles of the production of Cimada cannot

alTect us, as those duties are chiefly on products

which will not come into competition with ours, nnd

are therefore not protective In a word, I can fancy

no meosure more likely to ite beneficial to our ag-

riculture than this. The highest sjiecies of protec-

tion to industry is that which opens new markets

for it.s products. In this point of view this measure

h eminently protective; it is just, leiritimate, effect-

ive protection; and if gentlemen desire (ns I have

no doubt they do) to advance the agricultural in-

terests of the country, they ought to sustain it.

Let me now state a few further statistical facts

to the Senate, for the purpose of showing how
little influence any increased interchange of prod-

salted meats, and other articles, there can be no
J!

ucts with Canada under this bill is likely to have on
reasonable ground to apprehend that we shall be

losers. We must be gainers. Large quantities

of cattle and corn are now exported to Canada,
with a specific duty, equal to about twenty per

cent, against them. We sent into Canada in 1844
thirteen thousand barrels of pork, and in 1847

about the same quantity, with a specific duty of

one dollar and twenty cents the cwt. against us.

The removal of these duties cannot but have a
most decided influence in increasing the traffic of

the northwestern States with Canada.

It has been suggested that the proposed measure,

by removing the duties on the enumerated products,

will destroy the protection which thosv, luties se-

cure to our agricultural industry. The answer to

this suggestion is, that the proposed arrrnngement

is founded upon a mutual abolition of duties, and

that the protection extended to like articles of the

production of Canada will also be removed. There

our aggregate exchanges with foreign countries.

The duties on merchandise collected in all the

inland frontierdistricts, commencing at Burlington,

on Lake Champlain, and terminating at Chicago,

on Lake Michigan, are as follows:

For 1845 f.')7,8]8 .55

Forl84G 66,8i>8 80

For 1847 6(i,019 80

Making an average of g(!3,555 71 per annum for

the three years.

Estimating the rate of duty at 33 J per cent., the

whole value of the articles imported from Canada
into the United States, and paying duty at the cus-

tom-houses, averages §190,007 13 per annum. A
portion of the duties was, in all probability, re-

funded in 1847 under the law allowing a drawback

on reexportation of the articles, on which the duties

were paid. 1 learn that the amount of goods en-

tered at Buffalo and Oswego for the benefit of
can be no necessity of protecting our products

,
drawback was greatly increased during the last

against Canada, when she ceases to protect her •'. year, as the returns, when we receive them, will


