
nfi

ponBlblltty that our Judgment may be mis- Ini and the North wo»t Tcrrltorlos. lu con«e-

takeu, and rocosnlzlnR the obllRntlouH wo «|ueiico of ttettor liarvi'sl and b-.'ttor i»rlt!e!»

may cw« as part of tho Eniulrt". we Intend for grain, thu cloud that ban boon ovcrhang-

for tho preKciut to take tho view that Inaa- iuR for houh^ linitf .m'i'hih lo In- lining, and

much as wo offm- thoHo conditions to otlifr

nations, If they do not see lit to accept tht-ni,

the roHponslblllty roHts upon them and not

upon Canada.

EXPORT DUTIES.

Willi llio roiJioval of rcHtricllonH and a bet-

ter adnilnlsl ration by uiy hon. friend the

Miidstcr of tho Int(>rl<.r (Mr. Slftoii), I h)ok

forward lo that country Roini,' rapidly ahead.

Further west, our distant province of British

Cidunilila is cxporloncln^j iiii Inipotus from

tho dovolopniont of hor rluh mineral dopo-

Hlts. lu tho oldor imtvliicos there is tlu*

promise of a prosperous year, and. as I have

said, business Is only waltln« for the de-

tails of tho tariff to bo niniouticod, to re-

sumo Its accustomed olinnnols In Increased

Mr. UUGHES. I would like to ask ni.\

hon. friend If he has taken any steps hi

hlB Budget to provide for an export doty on

logs or on pulp-wood V

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. The hon.

gentleman Is well aware, and tho llnuse '«
j y„ij,m,.

well aware, that numerous reijresentatlons
j

^^ co'nelnslon, permit mo to sum up the

have been made to the Government on this
j ^.^^\^,(^ no'inls of tho policy which I submit to

quostion of export duties, as applied °"t
| this House. The Llboial party. In Its plat-

merely to logs, but to a nuniber of other
; ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Ottawa convention, doclurod

articles. It Is a large quostion and .«"o Itself to be In favour of a reduction of tho

which we believe should be approached with
]
^^y.^({ That pledge we have fulUUod to-day

great consideration and deliberation. We i

j^y substantial reductions in our gc-noral

are not prepared to-day to declare our final
' tm-jcf and still further by the large reduc-

judgment on that question. In the tariff
i ^j^^^g' j,,.,,!,, j,, „ur reciprocal tariff. The

which 1 submit to the House, we do not
j
Ottawa platform pledged the Liberal party

piopose an export duty on any article, except L^ endeavour to bring about tho desired re-

on iron Avhlch has received a bounty. We
!

^<^yJ.^y^ ^ylth the least i)osslble disturbance of

do not think it would be prudent at this
, )juslnci?s, and with no Injustice to any class,

moment to take the step which the hon. gen-
; 'pimt pledge we ''ave f ultillod to-night by

tleman's question suggests. At the same
| placing on the Table of the House a tariff

time, we reserve our judgment on that point,
!

y.-ijif-h In its every line shows that the Gov-

and tlie matter may come up again at a i ,.j.nmj,,it ijave approached the subject with

later stage of the session.

BUSINESS PROSPECTS.

We have of late read and heard expres-

sions of opinion that the trade of the coun-

the utmost cousideiation, and with a desire

to disturb In the least pcisible degree the

various business InterostK of the Dominion.

The Ottawa platform pledged us to have

I

particular regard for a reduction of duties

try has been very much upset, not so much on British goods, and my hon. friend the

by uncertainty as to the nature of the tariff,
j

Minister of Marine and Fisheries (Mr. Da-

as by the delay in the announcement of it ; vies) moved In this House a resolution atlirm-

and while there seems to be some hesitation
j

ipg that policy. We have fulfilled that

in the extension of trade at the time our I pledge to-night in the most ample manner,

fiscal system is under review, yet I cannot
|
Tlie Ottawa platform pledged the Liberal

regard the existence of this period of sus- party to use all honourable efforts to bring

pense as wholly hurtful. Warehouses which
!
about better trade relations with the United

have been over-full will be drained of their
j

States. We have already taken the first

stocks, long credits and over-drafts will l)e
j
step in that direction by commissioning two

considerably reduced, and In the end busi-
1
Ministers of this Government to visit Wash-

ness will l»o established on a firmer basis ; i ington and make known the fact—if It was

and once the details of the tariff are an-

nounced, trade Avill not only seek its ac-

customed channels, but will flow in increas-

ed volume. Tlirnughont tiie whole Dominion

the prospects look encouraging. In Manito-

uecessary to make it known—that Canada

is willing to negotiate with our American

neighbours for a fair and reasonable reci-

procity treaty. If onr American friends

wish to make a treaty with us, we are will-


