
6. The Unfinished Programme of Democracy
movement of opinion toward induilrial or "

direfl
"

aftion. The writer would venture to ^te his
convidhon that recourse to this method would be
unspeakably disa^ous and would carry with it
consequences which its present advocates cannot
foresee. It will be no easy task to restore thenormal
conihtutional and economic processes when once
they have been scrapped in the pursuit of some
immediate objefl ; and it is as sure as anything
can very weU be that the fir^ ^ep in direft adtion
will have to be followed by others and rnuH end
in a «x3nfusion out of which the forty years it took
to deliver Israel out of Egypt would be all too
short to extricate us.

At the same time it should in fairness be acknow-
ledged that if orgamsed labour deddes to use this
dubious weapon, it will be under great provocation.
The tardiness of governments to fulfil their promises
their too obvious tenderness toward the veiRed
mtere^ the blind and obibnate bourbonism of
the privileged classes over again^ the new prole-
tarian awakening-all these things combine to
create a situation which labour may feel intolerable
and may resolve to end by a summary process. It
IS indeed only the mo^ resolute and speedy
mobilisation of all the resources of praflical good-
wUl and reasonableness that can avert a great
catastrophe. Organised labour has proved Llf


