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ileep water, till after much labour, and the exer-

tion of great feamanlhip.

The behaviour of the Spaniards in this conflidt

was very brave and fpirited : bnt notwithftanding

their gallant behaviour, it was the opinion of all

who were prefcnt in the aftion, that had it taken

place by day, or the weather been Icfs boillcroiis,

not one of thrm would have efcaped. Thofe that

did were fo coniiderably damaged, as to be unfit for

fervice.

The Spanilh Admiral, Don Juan de Langara, be-

haved with great courage, and did not furrender till

after an obftinate refiftance. The fhip he ftruck to

was commanded by Captain Macbridc. Having the

'inall pox on board, a diftemper of which the Spani-

ards are remarkably apprchenfive, he notified it ro

the enemy, offering to fend a parry of his own people

on board of them, without fhifting any of theirs to

his own fhip, provided the Spanifli Admiral and

his officers would pledge their honour, that the Bri-

tifli feamen (liould not be interrupted in the pof-

feflion of their prize. This humane propofal was

accepted with the highcft exprcffions of gratitude,

and complied with in every point that had been re-

quired, with the utmoft honour and pund;uality.

The confequences of this important viclory were,

the complete relief of Gibraltar, and of Minorca,

both of which, till this event, had been confidcrcd

as in a flate of imminent peril.

After performing thefe fervices. Admiral Rodney
ladled for the Weft Indies ; where he was commif-
fioncd to aflume the chief command. Admiral
Digby proceeded home with the fleet and the prizes,

and had the good fortune to fall in with a French
man of w.:r of fixty-four guns, which he took. It

convoyed, with another Ihip of the line, a large

number of Ihips bound to the iflands of Mauritius;

with military ftores and recruits. Thov were too
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