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y.V home v.as a comfortable one. It was luXich ton Kr';r'<f

for Hi) ba.^iolor requirements, but I have always had a ta>r«r

for btiucious, well -furnished rooms ; and not bcinjj dfiponclcnt

ii^oii lay profcission for an income, I . as enabled to gr.itify

my taste in this regard. The ho-ise had been occupied for

many years by my predecessor, who had spent a lar^^camoimt

of money upon it previous to transporting himself to the

West Knd. Ordinary folk would have unhesitatingly called

the situation cheerful. It was one of a dozen similar build-

ings on a terrace facing the principal road irt a T.ondon

suburb. The road was broad and had a bold'crescciit-hkr

curve towards each end. At regular inler\als on tiie roiid

were planted chestnut trees, clothed in waxen blos;,onis

during the early summer. Kven the splendour of these treca^

itk bloom had no soothing effect upon mc. though I was-

ordinarily an admirer of all that is beautifvil in nature. I

always saw the chestnuts as 1 had first seen them in the

flimter when I settled dgwa in my new house, standing with


