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faid, that it will require near two months

before the equipment can be complcttici. I

am told there are only Jix fliips already

equipped ; which lie out, in the road o( Bre/l

harbour, and that, as tbii expedition is fuppofed

to be intended for Canada^ if all the (hips

were ready, yet it would not be proper to

fail before the latter end of-^/r/Vj becaufe

the harbour of houijhourg would not be clear

of ice at their arrival : that the voyage thither

is generally about forty, and fometimes fifty

days J and the ufual time of departure is never

before the beginning of May : therefore, if

the expedition be retarded to that time, it

may be concluded witli great appearance of
certainty^ that it is deftined for that place

;

and that, on the contrary, if any of the fhips

fail fooner, their deftination may be fufpedted

to be for fome other quarter."

Lord Holdernefsj about the fame time '", re-

ceived advice, that in the port of Breft there

were great preparations for embarking officers

:

that the fhips en Jiute were to carry no more
than 20 or 22 guns: that there were orders

fent to fit out eight more (hips of war : that

there were now at Erefl thirty-five fhips, vtz>

eighteen of the line from 60 to 80 guns, the

others frigates and light vefTels, befides nine

men of war, viz, five of the line, and four

frigates on the flocks, to be launched within

""March 5th, loth, and 14th.
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