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EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.
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several feet on the loose broken stones. Again we passed alon^

the extreme verge of tremendous precipices at a giddy height,

where at almost every step the stones and earth would roll from
under our horse^.' ieet, and we could hear them strike with a dull

leaden sound on the craggy rocks below. The whole jouniey
to-day, from the time we arrived at the heights until we had
crossed the mountain, has been a most fearful one. For myself,

I might have diminished the danger very considerably by
adopting the plan pursued by the rest of the company, that of

walking and leading my horse over the most dangerous places:

but I have been suffering for several days with a lame foot, and
am wholly incapable of such exertion. I soon discovered that an
attempt to guide my horse over the most rugged and steepest

rang'es was worse than useless, so I dropped the rein upon the

animal's neck, and allowed him to take his own course, closing

my eyes and keeping as quiet as possible in the saddle. But J

could not forbea* starting occasionally when the feet of my
horse would slip on a stone and one side of him would slide

rapidly towards the edge of the precipice ; but I always recovered

myself by a desperate effort, and it was fortunate for me that I

did so."

The party continued its march for several days through this

rugged and inhospitable region, coming into occasional contact

with parties of the Snake Indians, and subsisting on the kamas,
a kind of root resembling the potato, which is found in the

prairie ; on cherries, berries, and small fruit, which they found
growing on bushes ; and also on an occasional chance prize of ani-

mal food. " At about daylight on the morning of the 20th," says

Mr Townsend, " having charge of the last guard of the night, I

observed a beautiful sleek little colt, of about four months old,

trot into the camp, winnying with great apparent pleasure, and
dancing and curvetting gaily amongst our sober and sedate

band. I had no doubt that he had strayed from Indians, who
were probably in tho neighbourhood ; but as here every animal
that comes near us is fair game, and as we were hungry, not
having eaten anything of consequence since yesterday morning,
I thought the little stranger would make a good breakfast for us.

Concluding, however, that it would be best to act advisedly in the

matter, I put my head into Captain Wyeth's tent, and telling

him the news, made the proposition which had occurred to me.
The captain's reply was encouraging enough—'Down with him,
if you please, Mr Townsend; and let us have him for breakfast.'

Accordingly, in live minutes afterwards a bullet sealed the fate

of the unfortunate visitor, and my men were set to work, making
iires and rummasi-ing out the long-neglected stew-pans, while 1

engaged myself in flaying the little animal, and cutting* up his

body in readiness for the pots.

When the camp was aroused about an hour after, the savoury
steam of the cookery was rising and saluting the nostrils of our
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