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snow-white flag, with a broad ri'd cross worked on its centre ; and as tliey came

nearer they saw the S/ufiimii and the native wonian. He was at the stern and the

woman forward, and as they paildled there could Ik* heard tlie wail for the Sitkan

dea<l. As tiuy canie mar tin- sliorc, my |K'op|e saw, resting on a s((rt bed of deer-

skins, with her litlk' hands folded across her br..asi and her lithe body wrapjted in the

I

spotless folds of the ermine rolK', the white child whom the S/iiitnan had taken away

to slay as a witch. She Icjoked very l)eautiful, and her long hair had the lustre of a

sea-trout freshly caught, and it shone in the sunlight like threads of gold. W illing

hands drew the canoe high on the l)each above the water-line, but the Shaimin sat

as one in a dream gazing into the face of the dead child, as silent as she.


