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zette de Quebec, par aulorile, avec M. W. Kemblo. Si Ton

en croit rHou. M. Sheppard, il aurait suggero a Lord Dal-

housie do fonder a Quebec notro institution sur le meme
genre que la Sociele Lillcraire el Historique de New-York,

dont il avait et6 menibre.=^

Quoiqu'il en soit, de 1824 a 1846, il lut un des membres

les plus zeles de notre societe, remplisant souvent la charge

de secretaire, celle de president du comitc de littSrature,

et en 1846, celle do president actif. II mourut en 1849.

Tols sont les savants qui ont dirige le mouvement

Hcientifique et litterairo de 1825 a 1850, et dont les travaux

se trouvcnt dans les trois premiers volumes des Transac-

lions. Nous devons ajouter que le 2e volume contient un

essai fran9ais de M. Joseph Perrault, intitule :
" Pfan rai-

aonni d'education du Bus-Canada,'' et un autre de M. lier-

thelot, ^^Dissertation sur un canon de bronze d^coiiverl a

rentree de la Riviere Jacques-Cartier.''

*Lc Professour 1)oii'^1iism s'exprimo aiii.^i dans imo eonforeia-o |iublioo dans lo

}io. 4 dos TrauMactidiiit X.S :
—

"Tlio origin of our souiety wur- rxplainod lust ye;ir, (iSO t), by one of the origin:)!

members, the Hon. W. Sbeppiird, in im acUrefs at a conver.Hiizione of the Natural
History Society, of Montreal. "Strange to say, he romarkj, its formation was
'• brought about indirectly by a political njovcniont. in this wise : It is no doubt
" known to many of you that the late John Neilson was the owner of the Qnchtr
' UnzctU; establisiicd in 1 764. In virtue of an aot of Parliament, it possessed the pri-
" vilege of publishing all official dooutncnts as they occurred. Neilson was a great
" politician, and was opposed to Lord Dalhousie in some point of government. Thi.i

" opposition Lord Dalhousie could not tolerate, and he came to the determination of
" establishing a piper which ho could control, calling it the Quehee (laxe.itf, Iji/

•' aiit'iori'i/ • and he caused Dr. Fishci', co-editor of the New York Albion, to come
" to take ch.'irge of it ])r. Fisher had been a member of the Literary and Ilibtorical

" Society of New York lie persuaded Lord Dalhousie to get up a society with
" similar title and objects in Quebec. This was done ; (^hief Justice Sewell, (a slight

"error, as we shall see hereafter), became the first President, and Mrdrcen, the
" Secretary. The society was in the first instance composed of high officials and
" courtiers, and the fee was fixed at a high rate, for some end which can only bo
" guessed at."

"For the reasons Mr. Sheppard stated, the Gmett". is silent as to the young asso-
ciation, but the Mrrcuii/ even then commenced to yield it that firm support from
which it has never wavered. Though Dr Fisher may have given a name and form
to the society, the idea seemed to have originated with TiOrd Dalhousie himself; for
lis A.Stuart, Esq., the President for 1S;J8, states in his obituary notice of the noble
founder, Ac''


