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« to Iw doubted, and the fact, that the iuferencee are nttier

1, {• aadt UM of to (\irther discredit Jeaner** bietory. It is as

tliough • leading politician of the preaeot daj is to be be-littled because

suadrf admirers hare found inspiration in tlie undeniable fact that, as

an audei]graduato, he rejoiced in the " Caraptown Races," and other choice

effusions of neo-nagro minstrelsy, whereas other admirers paa« oyer

the matter in silence. There is evidence given by one early bio-

grapher that, in 1770, when he was a pupil to the Messrs. Lud-

low, at Sudbury, Jenner had his attention called to the sub-

ject by seeing a young woman who declared herself protected

inasmuch as she had takeu the oowpox. In 1780 he mentioned hi«

views ut length to his friend Gardner. In 1787 he called his uephew'n

attention to the heels of a horse suiferiug from the "grease," and

declared to him that there was the source of smallpox ; the next year he

exhibited a drawinr^ of the cowpox eruptions in L<mdan ; and finally, in

1793, was published his "Inquiry," and armed with these facte, and

with tlie statement of Fosbrooke that up to 1 795 Jenner was not burdened

with the labours which vaccine had generated, Crookshiuik makes the

p >i!it of asking why Simon should state :
" Thirty years elapsed before

the fruit was borne *o the public ; but incessantly he thought, and

watched, and experimented on the subject." Such criticism is small.

The writer does not in any way show that Jenner was not for long years

intensely interested in the subject : all that he does is by pages of dis-

cussion to throw some slight doubt upon a statement whose force is

pardonable. The same absurdly extensive criticism of minutiae vitiatos

the whole criticism of Jenher's life and letters. Case after case might

be given in support of this contention, but to mention all would alone

occupy far more space than is at my disposal. I can but call attention

to Professor Crookshank's treatment of the publication of the " Inquiry

into the causes and effects of th« Variola Vaocinis." The first paper was,

in 1796, transmitted to Home, with the intention of having it printed in

the " Transactions of the Koyal Society," but Jenner abandoned th* idea

and resolved to publish his communication as a pamphlet. This was

done in June, 1798. In the library of the College of Suiigeona is a

manuscript copy of what is evidently an early draft of the paper ; this

had been in the possession of the Jenner family until it passed to Sir

James Paget, and then by his gift to the Library at Lincoln's Inn Fields.

Professor Crookshank, without assigning sufficient reasons, treats this

throughout as the [taper presented to the Royal Society, and then pro-

ceeds to criticise the differences that exist between it and the printed

pamphlet. These differences, save where merely verbal, are, taking all

things into consideration, singularly slight. When revising a paper for

the press, several mouths after it was first written, with so many ncouths'


