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to the production of a quite
hterature.

Many of our historians who escaped from the colonial or Iprovmcial :I us.on succumbed, especially in the period bfforethe Civil \^ar. to the temptation of national jfride. There

abroad. Transatlantic critics enquired tauntingly "Whoreads an .Vmencan book?" and challenged the Americanauthors to show reasons why sentence of dtath shoufd not bepronounced against them. It no longer sufficed to say with thecooni.l divines of New England: We have created ^ th

TlZTA r'r ""^' ^ commonwealth for Chn'st

Til Jc^s^Iem. It no longer served to declarewith the Revolutionary Fathers: We have established thpolitical Promised Land, and have set up the lamp of LTbertyfor a beacon light to all nations. What was demanded earlyinthe nine eenth century of the adolescent nation was anTndfgenous independent national literature. The u.ong answer tothis demand was given by the enthusiastic patriots who

tnese btates and the invention and adontion of a newlanguage; or compiled, to silence their skeptical Engl sh cous:ns. pretentious anthologies of all our village elegists or offeTdDwight
,
c..2.„/ of Canaan as an equivalent to Moon'sParadise Lost Bariow's Columbiad as an imposing nationa

I he speech of C aunomcus, as heralding the dawn of a genuinelynative school of poetry. Our pioneer historian Knapp dt
^Connecticut [.Mrs. Sigoumey], whose strains of poetic thout^ht

stcrit'r^sVrt^ '' ^'^ ^-^'^^^^"^ -- touched by hsancl.t^ 01 a Sabbath's morn, be equal to her tuneful sistersHemans and Landon, on the other side of the water •'BuiKnapp who is a forward-looking man, anticipates the spiri

in iTim H r ""'"'t'"
^"^^" ^"^ Wstorians'by dofngS

l^orZ^'V^ ^"^'^°" ^°""^^>-™- ^ profound bias in

Seamanders ' 'T'^'^'T'''-
"^^'^^^ -^ the Tibers and

Won 'Or I T:i
?"^^^"^^d by the Missouri and theAmazor. Or what the loveliness of Hlvsus or Avor - "

Connecticut or the Potomack .'-Whenever a nation


