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ASSISTED IHYIGRATION.

Mr. Hespolor’s history of the Meunonito
sottlors in Manitoba, at tho recout immigra-
tion convontion, furnished a striking illus-
tration of what can be accomplished in this
country by porseverence and industry. It
also teaches that wo should not despiso immi-
grants with limited means, it thoy are the
rightclass. It further teaches that it pays
evon to nssist immigrants, providing they

¥ } aro the right kind. Tho Mennonites wure

poor. Thoy had not sufficient means to eu-
ablo them to sottlo in Manitobs, and the
Tom‘nion governwnent advanced nearly $200,-
020 to aid them in making a home in this
now land. This sum they have entirely
repeid with interest, and thoy are now
thoroughly prosperous, In fact, becoming
wealthy. Last scason thoy barvested 8,500,
000 bushels of grain and thoy possess large
numbers of live stock. If the Dominion
governmeat could scouro the right class of
sottlers, it would pay the country, as this ex-
periment has proved, to expond not only
$200,000 but millions in assisting settlers.
The land alono is of no value. It isgettle-
ment that gives it valuo, If good sottlers
could be obtained by giving them some
assistance on the start, it would pay to
sottle up the entire publ'c omain in this
way. The Mennonites did not cost the coun-
try anything, tecause thoy repaid their loan
in full with interest. But bosldes this, they
have been & great sourcs of wealth to the
country. Thoy bave assisted in swelling the
rovenue of he country by the large amount
they have paid in taxes, direct and indirect,
the latter through the consumption of duti-
able goods, If the government had expended
$200,000 per year in assisting othe good im-
migranta to sottle here, the country would be
much wealthier than it i3 to-day. There is,
no doubt, plenty of material in Great Britain,
Scandinavia and other parts of mnorthern
Barope just as good as the Mennonites, whick
could be introduced to our prairie country
with equally good results.

THE QUARANTINE REGULATIONS,

It is to be rogretted that the immigration
convention failed to pass a resolution infavor
ot a rolaxing of the quarantine regulations, in
the interest of immigration, Oppositionfrom
the live stock interests partioularly led to this
result. It is natural, perhaps, that the live
stock interest should oppose any relaxing
of the quarnntine regulations, but they evi-
dently atte.:u too great importance to the
questicn, The quarantine regulations could
be maintained, so far as t singing in stock for
commercial purpuses is concerned, so that the
livestock interests would have nothing to fear
from the importation of livestock to tnedetri-
ment of their business. Theonly thingtobede-
sired is that the rogulations should be relaxed
in the interest of bona fide settlere who are
coming into the country with only sach Eve
stock as they require for their own use. In

olaxing the quarantine regulations thonam-
bor and class of animals allowed to bobrought
in by immigrots could bo specified. Tho
geab disease was not introduced into the
torritories by immigrants.
* Now that the immigration convention has
failed to deal with the matter, the Winnipeg
board of trade should lose no timo in again
takiog up this question with the Dominion
government, Tha Commeroial regards tho
quarantine regulations as the greatest bar in
axistenco to the immigration of a large num-
ber of good settlers. Wo are practically shat
out of our bast field by the quarantinoregula:
tivns, and wo wilt nover be able to command
o largostroam of immigration from tho United
States until some provision is made to admit
the live stock of incoming settlers on reason-
able conditions.

THE IMMIGRATION CONVENTION.

When the immigration convention was
first propuse, The Commorcial was somowhat
skeptical as to tho practical results which
might be hoped for {rom such a movemont,
Howover, the convention has come and gone,
and it has beon & brilliant success, so far as
attendance, enthusiasm and earnest effort
could make it. The responss to the call for
& convention has beon more generally replied
to than could have been expected by the
promoters, The vast territory from Lake
Saperior to the Pacific coast was all well
ropresented, and there was general harmony
in the procoedings. All s.emed to recognize
that the great nced of the country is people,
and all seemed proparved to work together to
promote the settloment of the country.

So far as practical results are comcerned,
that will be for the future to dovelop. A
permanent association, with an executive,
hes been formed, and through this organiza-
tion means may be found for prosecuting
immigration work to better advautage than
has been the casein the past. Of course with
an association of this kind, the real difficulty
will boin financing. The association at pres-
ent has no financial basis to work on, and it
requires funds to carry on immigration work,
However, some plan may bs worked out for
successfully financing the organization.

But even without a financial basis to en-
able it to engage in active immigration work,
the association could no doubt do much good
s an advisory bedy. It could assist in stim-
ulating thegovernment or other organizations
in prosecuting immigration wotk, as well as
i. stimulating individual effort. The con-
vention in itself should provea greatstimulus
to immigration effort, both to the govern-
roonts, federal and provincial and to individ-
aal effort. Theprocecdings of the convention
would form oxcellent immigration literature.
Tho addresses told of the resources of the
country, tha development of reccont years,
the mistakes of the past, tho experiences of
old settlers, etc, cote.. all going to supply
practical information of & most valueble
nature. Many excellont papers were present-
od at this convention, which furnish most
desirable 1nformation about the country.
Perhaps the programme of sot addresses was
rather overdono, taking up more time tl.n
was desirable, but sllowanco may be made

{or this whoun wo consldor tho vash amount of
valuable information which oan bo gloanod
from theso papors, Mnny of tho delegates
would no doubt have proforrod to havo had
mora time devoted to genoral disoussion, but
in an unorganized convontion of this naturo
tho dangor would havo boon to wandor from
the points at fssuo and absorb tho time in
useoless disoussion. Ol courso {6 was impos-
sible to give all tho dolegates an opportunity
to mako addresses, whon auch a largo numbor
were presont, within the tlo allowed to tha
convention.

While we may havo to wait somo timo for
practical results from tho nssoointion, so for
as aggressive immigration work is concernod,
there is ono direotion in which good work
can be dono at onco.  Wo rofor to tho necos.
sity for making evory offort to assist and on-
couragoé new sottlors on tholr arrival hove.
Our offorts should not ccaso whon an imrai-
grant has been inducod to como hore, In fact
they should only bobogun. It {squits as fm.
portant to look aftor immigrants aftor thoy
arrive here, as it {s to induco thom to como.
Thousands of good poople havo boon lost to
the country in tho past by nogloet, or Inok of
encouragement boing oxtondod to thom on
their arrival hore, Evory offort should be
made, both individually, collootively and
ofiicially, to take hold of immigrants on their
arrival here, and givo thom evory oncourage-
ment and assistance possiblo, It is really &
very difficult thing for & nowly arrived
immigrant to know how to procced to tho
best advantage in solosting laund, Somo
years ago Tho Commorclal soveral times
urged the importanco of somoorganized offort
being mado in every distriot to assist incom-
ing settlors, If tho nowly formed assoclation
can keep the people stirrod up at homo to the
1mportance of looking carofully after fmmi-
grants on their arrival horo, tho convontion
will not have been in vain,

THE REMEDIAL BILL.

In parliament at Ottawn on Tuosday the
second reading of tho hill rolating to tho
Manitoba school question was moved by Sir
Charles Tupper, whoioviowod the aducational
question from the time of confodoration for-
ward, showing that this was an important
point with the fathors of confodoration, and
that the confedoration movomont would
nevor have beon successful if tho conatitution
had not beon framed to protost minoritics.
Mr. Laurier followed in a brilliant spocch, in
which he took tho ground that ovory resource
should beexhausted hoforo fedoral tnterforencs
was attempted. This ho claimoed had not
been the polisy of tho govornmont, Ho
moved the six months holst,

This Manitoba school quostion is tho most
wretched piece of busincas that has beon
intreduced into party politiea sinco tho days
of confederation. That it is boing considered
purely as & party queation, upon which thoro
is almost a straight division botwoeon tho two
parties, is evident from tho courss of ovonts
at Ottawa. It isindeed o master for rogrot
to overy loyal Canadian that this mattor has

woomo into party politiesa, Tho Dominion

goverament has ovidontly stood too muoch



