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WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 12, 1892

Slow bat Desirable Settlement.

There can be no doubt but many people in
the Canadian Northwest are mors or less dis-
appointed at the rate at which this vast prairie
country has been gathering in its settlers dur-
ing the past twelve years. ~ Pcople of a specu-
lative tura of mind in particular arve not at all
satisfied. They, asa rule, haveinvested in
lands and town lots, and settlement is not
rapid enough to make them what they expect-
ed to be ina few ycars after making their in.
vestments,—worth ten or twenty times the
money they have so invested, Here as ia all
new countries, it is the speculativeinveator who®
does neatly all the complaining and growling.
They make no calculations wpon success by
their own industry, and they grumble becaunse
the industry of others does not enhance the
value of their property as fast as they would
like it to. They do not make proper calcula.
tions upon the immensity of this couatry. They
forget, or do not want to remember, thatin a
country with nearly threo huadred millions of
acres of the most fertile Jaods in the world all
waiting settlement, 2 hundred thoussnd of
fresh population can be lost in one coroer of
such a vast ares, and that while these millions
of acres, or a very largs proportion of them are
still obtainable practically for the scttlers’ entry
fees, or at the merest nominal price, where
they are owned by railway corporations ; higa
prices, even for lands ia tho ol fer scitled por-
tinas of Manitoba, are not likely to be sccured.
It is simply madness to expect that tho millions
of settiers necessary to even sparsely settle this
great country can be gathered in within a few
years, or in time to make the iand speculator
immensely wealthy, without his getting tirel
of holding on ard realisisg nothing in the ia-
terval, Iancy therichesy lands on this conti-
nent located within ten to twenty miles of the
growiog city of Winnipeg going bogging for
buyers at from geven to fifteen dollars an acre,

and in gome instances at less than this lower
figure.  Still it is imposeiblo to matcriully ad-
vance the prices of these lande, while so many
willions of acres aro available for free settle.
ment in the more westerly portions of the
country. Undor such circumstances s ttlement
is undoubtedly %00 slow to suit tho speculative
clement of the countvy.

But after all has the settlement of the
Northwest been so phenonienally slow, us some
would make us beliovo. It must be kept in
mind that it is only about twelve ycars sinco
the first railway connection between Winaipe g
ond the outside world was completed, and it is
only seven yearssince railway communication
from Manitoba to the Atlantic throvueh onurown
Dominion was secured, When the lirst road
enteored tho province from tho svuth, the total
population of the Northwest was somewherein
the neighborhood of 50,000. Now, that
population is over a3 quarter of a
miblicn, and  creeping  rapidly up to
wards 300,000, Surely  this  iuncreuse
is & vapid one, . ‘though it is only w drop in the
bucket when coun. | wred with the vast country
open for secttlement. Should this increase go
on in the ssmeo ratio for twenty years inore,
then the Northwest would have a population
larger than either Ontario o1 Quobec, and still
settlement would scem o sparse that the
country would present scarcely any ware ap.
pearance of being filled up than it does at
present,

But admitting that settloment has been much
slower during tﬁe past twelve years than it has
been in several of the new States to the south,
Let usask the question, has this slow settle.
ment been an unmixed evil ¥ It requires only a.
few minutes’ thought to furnish a negative ang
wer to this question. If we view the revelu.
tionary and auarchial hordes, who havy
rushed into the United States during the past
twelva years, and compare them with the stream
of quict, industrious settlors, who have been
flowing into the Northwest from Eastera Can-
nda aud Northern Eurcpe during ths same
period, we must admit, that we have many
reasons for contentment and congtatulation
A quiet intclligent class of settlers have brought
their quiet, intelligent, law-abiding ide~+ with
them and finding laws in existence to prese,
order, they have cheerfully aided in its enforce.
ment.

The enforcement of law and order has not
been theonly blessioge resulting from a slow but
safe settlement. With the westward march of
settlement that of churches, schools, and other
moralising influences huve kept pace, so that
crime of a serious nuture i3 almost unknown,
and petty offences are very few. Thete are no
anarchisty, commuopists or other dangerous
clements of society such a8 have drifted from
the conspirators’ dens of Central and Southern
Europe into the United States, and not a secret
gociety exi:ts in the whole country, which is in
any way a menace to law and order. Nor is
there any necessity for such organizations as
suffering and oppressed furmers in Kansas and
other Western States have been compelled to
form, in a vain attempt, by putting debt collec.
ting laws at defiance, to free themselves from
the bondage of the money shavers or financial
blood suckers. No doubt other circumstances
bave contributed muck towards this quiet
and orderly state of affairs, but the one
of comparatively slow settlement, and a
carefl discrimination as to the class of
sottlers encoursged to come here has done
more than any otiter in that way; and
now that indications of a great increuse in the
stream of immigration to the Northwest, are
plain, the zocial as well as the Governmental
structure of this country have taken such defin.
ite form, that any imported lawlessness or dir
order would soon be crushed, or compelled to
shelter iteclf in sume otner land.—Colonist.

Wheat from De'cemher to May.

Past exporicuco gives only indifferont promise
of advance in wheat, above carrying churges,

from Dec, to May. Last year the average de-

clino from Dee. to May wassome 9¢ per bushel,
the previous year and advance uf 12¢ and the
year before that one of 1Ge, before that, a de

cline from Dec. to May of 15, tho previous one
a rige of Se¢, the oue before a rise f 7e, the pre

vious on. to that . drop of 10¢ and the one be.
forait urise of 13¢, while thepreviousoneshowed
a drop of 7¢ with a vise of 1G¢ tho preceeding
year, making an average of al out 3 Se rice from
Dee. to May, by taking the aveiage price of
the two months as a basis for calenlating,

If an operator had tuken the long side each
year, with an average carrying charge of 7e,
that theie was, iucluding one year whea on ac-
count of money stringency it wos 10¢ ho would
bave lost 42¢ » bushel cach season, not countiny
the interest on margins nor asything for ex.
penses of brokerage, commissions, ete. At that
tate the loss would t.ave been 42¢ a bushel, for
tho ten years, in being long of wheat from Dee.
to May, besides expenses.  Of course the short
side was the gainer of the same amount.

In the previous ten yeavs, or from 1872 to
1881 inclusive, the averaye rise from Dec. to
Muy was practically 9¢, which ufforded a sum
about cqual to carrying charges then. The ad-
vances wero 12¢, Sc, 3¢ and {0c¢ respectively for
the first four years, with the next year a loss
of 3e, the next year a gain of 13¢ and the next
a loss of 13¢, followed by three years of gains
of 6, 5and 18c respectively, The earlior de.
cade was before the system of *‘hedging™ was
extensively practiced and the carrying charges
were tore than met by the lower eash prices
that were made to induce buyers to assume the
risks of declines, The later decade they sold
fgrk.\lay against cuicent purchases taking no
visk.

Takivg tho average of lowest prices touched
in May each year for the last ten years it is
found the price the May future is selling for
now is only 74c under such average. Intwoof
those years wacat sold lower in May than the
present price of the May future, while it sold
materially higher in only five of the ten years
in May. The causesthat depressed the markets,
in the seasons of fow prices appear no greater
than the causes that bear them now. 1Iu a few
months the new crop prospects will have an im-
portant bearing, but before that theve seoms
fittle encouragement for a large rise. Min.
neapolis Marke! Record.

Gomparative Prices of Staples.
Bradstreet’s, of New York, gives the follow-
ing comparison of prices in that marvket on
Nov. 25, with « year ago :--
Nov. 25, v Nar, 22, I5ul.

26010 23,20 {4,850 to 25,20
- RE2E Lo &TH § 50 Lo S500

Flour, ~traicht spring
Flpur. straizht winter

Wicat, No. 2 red.. $1.05}
Caorn, No. 2 mixed TR
Qate, No 2 ... 398
Rae, No. »western | fLo7
Cottan, mid, upld ., e
Print clothe, d4nGi.. .. - e
Wool, Ohio & I’a X €510 20¢ 2o to 2k
Wool, No. 1 combn: . . 3itolse WO A
Porh, muss, new....oes R R >0 74
Lard, wetn. stm ..., 10.12)c 61T
Butter, creamery L 24t0 20 10 4.
Cheese,ch. east. fty . 9} 1o 1l nto e
Sugar, centrif. MW ... A - e
Suear granultd ...... 11 40 41¢
Cotlee, Rio No. 7 «oy-. 175 14¢
Petvolenm, N, T. Co.... 3aiC hry 28
Petroleum, rid. zal 5 Gine G e
1ron, No. & pg. tn. =15 10 =5 RN USRI
steel ails, ton <30 <30 to <3t
Occan Steam Freigh

Grain, Liverpool | 20

Cotton, d0.cue oan. 0t 3184

The council of the Moutreal bhoard of trade
has addressed & communication to the Qucbee
government in connection with the tax ques.
tion. The memorisl states that if a spesialtax
is to be levied, such tax should be levied on the
liberal professions, bankers and agents of all
kinds, as well as on the mercantile community.
The memorial a3lso advises that the legialative
couucil of the province be abolished and the
allowance to members of the legislative assem.
biy reduced.
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