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STEPHER'S BLUSTER.
Since the first outbrcak on the part of

the knight who stands at the liend of the
C.P.U. CJo., and which, fourni vent ii the
threateiling tolegramn sent to Premier N~or.
quay, the statements then made have
been repeated lin various formns. In an
interview witli a ilfail correspondent, Sir
George Stephen said that tic coînpany
will certainly carry out Uic intentions ex-
pressed ii the message of mnoving the shops
froin Winnîipeg to Fort Williamn. Soveral
otiier initimîations have also becîi made by
C.P.U. officiais, sottie of whichi have a
strange inconsistency about thîem. [n
one intance Sir George is reported to have
spoken as follows :

«As far as the C.P@ R. is coiiccriied, we do
not really care very iiiicl what the Manitoba
people (1o mow. Thîey hiavc cziised 8o nicli
daniage already thiat they cnîî't inake things
inucli m-orse. WVc ina y build the lino as oDrigin-
ally contcniplated by Hon. Mfr. Mackenzie, that
is, front Sel kirk to Portage la Prairie, lcaving
WVinnipeg 22 mniles sotti and rcaclied by a
brandi. Titis course lias beezi thrtist upon us
by a lot of slîysters and irresponsible spectnla-
tors wlio are intent uipon sitaking nioncy nt the
expense of the country gcenemally."

On another occasion lie intimated that
the conîpany mi-lht "Iabandon thieir line
west of Sudbury and forward their west-
ern freight by the cheapest route front
Sault Ste. Marie." lit case of the latter
move, wvhere will bo the utility of nîoving
the shops to Fort WVilliam, or adopting
thc Selkirk route for the main lino 1
Manifestly these threats -annot be carried
out withiout interferin- with eacli otier.

There are tlîree principal threats whiecb
have been nmade by the company, iii case
the Mlanitoba Government carnies out its
project to build tic road to the ]3oundary.
First, that the slîops wvill be rpimovêd f roui
Winnipeg to Lake Superior; second, that
the main lino will be run through Selkirk
twenty miles nortli of WVintipeog, leaviîig
this city to bo reachied by a branch ; and
third, that the company will cease to op-
erate the line west of Sudbury. To carry
out the 6irst titrent the company would be
q7bliged to break a solenin cbligation with
thepeople of this city. In consideration
of a bonus of $2 00,000 granted, by the
city to the Company, the latter agreed to
maintain its principal shops for the main
line o! the railway within the province,
and the branches radiating.frotu the city,
in Winnipeg. In addition to this bonus

tic city lias iicurred otlier expenditures
jia connection witli the C.P.R., sucbl as
jbuilding the bridge across the Red River,ý
donatîng property for building purposes
t e iCcomîpany, etc., lit al] addiiîg an
aiîîounit iii round numnbers to the city's

jdebt o! îîearly Imalf a million dol-
lars. To tlîis expenditure on capital ne-

jcouuit can be addoil the exonîptioiî,frozin
taxation of thie conîipany's property with.
in the corporation. In-return for this ex-

jpenditure, tlîe city lias been discritniniated
against by thie C.P.U. CJo., its mercliants.
bave been laiapcred and placcd at a dis-
advaiitago in comipetition. witli castern

jcities, and lit evcry way tlin compaiy bias
soughit to inake this cîty .subservienit to
its o" n and ensterai interests. Wliopn a
move is mande to emiancipate tlîe city f roni
its awkwnrd position, the comipany at
once resorts to thie despicable plan o! en-
deavoring to stir up the resideuits of pro.
vincial towns and rural districts against
the city. Tite officials of the Comipany
wvcre no doubt aware of thie sectiodul feel-
iil- wvhicli prevails to too great art extent
ii soîne parts of this provinîce, aiid thîey
hoped to take ad vantiige of this sentiment
to coutoract the influence o! WVinnipeg
in deniîauding a cessation of tlîe disallowv-
ance policy pursucd by the Dominion
Goverinment, in tlîe interest of the coin-
pany. Unable to accomplisx anyf.ting by
tiuis contemptible mode o! operatîng, tlîo
company resort to tîtreats of dire veng«e-
ance ta be perpetratcd upon the City. If
as Sir George says, tbey (the eonîpany)
"«do not care very inucli what the people.
of MLaiiitoba do,"~ tlien wlîy ail this expert-
diture of baflled rage 1 Tho mnean insinu-
ation applied te the stauincliest 1 business
mes o! tic city and province, wbo are
called "lshystors and irresponsil-le specula-
tors " by tlîe monopolv's president, cati
we]l afford to be pas;ed over with con-
tempt. Thiose who know thie leaders in
the agitation against iinonopoly, and who
know thiem to be the solid business wen
of tlîo province and the truc friends o! the
country, will only snaille at tîxe rutianism
o! the noble knight.

Tlie second threat that the main lino of
the railway will bc extended frotn Selkirk
to Portage la Prairie, leaving Wiînnipeg
twenty miles te the south, to ho servcd by
a branch, is one at which the people,.of this
city eau weIl afford, te saille. If the O.P.
R. CJo. proposes to go through the nndig.
nitied operation of biting off its nose to
spite its face, the people of WVinnipeg have
no right to abject. By carrying out thiz

ttrcat tic coîiipany would ouly bo plnced
at a -reater disadvaittage iii toiipetUng for
the carrvitîg trade of flic city wlîeî tie
îîîonopoly is brokeîi. Tite great bulle of
thc trafici renchîiîg tlîis province aven tic
C.P.R. woulcl have to conte or 1ass
thirotig tlîis city, eveii witli thie nmain lino
contiiucd west front Sell<iik 'At any
rate thme passage of through freight a few
utiles to the nortlî instead of directly
thinougl tie C.ity is a inatter of tic imîport-
ance. Tie sliuzting of a fev cars o!
throuffli frdcghit witlîiiii tlie cor'poration
liniits is o! nie miaterial advaîîta'"e to the
City.

Tite third aîîd last principal direat is
also one o! littIe beariîîg upon tlîis city.
If tlîe operation of the lino wvest of Sud-
bury is ta be discoiitimîued, tîtere will be
no objeet in building tic miain lino wcst
froni Selkirk. By closing, the line west
of Sudbury, C.P.R. freiglit would neach
the city front tic south, and to carry
throughi freighit to Selkirk and tlien on
wvest %vould give a longer liaul of twenty
miles. Likewise witlî the linte west of
o! Sudbmury closed, tlîe location of the
sbops at Lake Supenior or anty otlier poinit
cast of WVinnipeg would bo ont of thie
question. But whîat about thie agreinient
witli tlîe Governiment unden wbiclî the
compaiiy undertook te operate tlie line
foneverl If a portion of the main lino
were abandoned, would not the compaxîy
forfeit its entire huie, as weil as its ]and
grant 1

It lias long been contende.d by mýany
that thie C P.R. would not continue to
operate the lino narth of Lake Supenior,
at least as a nmain line, aniy longer tlian a
connection could bo forinedi to the soutit
of the lake. WVith tlîo completion of tlîe
Algoma branch, front Sudbury on thie
main lino to Sauît Ste. Marie, the coin-
pany would have a thri'ugli route ta WViî-
nipeg over tlîeir auxiliaries, theo Miinea-
polis & Sauît Ste. Marie and the St. Paul
Minneapolis & Maiitobn. The thiousamîd
miles o! railway between Winnipeg amuI
Sudbury furnishes scarcely any local
freight, and if thie agreement would per-
mit t'.ils part of the road could be abîa
donied ini favoi of the Sault route without
loss to the conipany. Indeed, it would
be a direct saving to the comspany lin the
operation o! a long stretch o! unprofitabl'-
rond. Perhaps the rond ntight bc"oper
ated at & greatly reduced cost as a louil
and enablo the conmpany to secure brandi
ternis with the Governinet At an>' rate
this is thse first intimation £rom the coi-


