2 THE CANADA LUMBERMAN o

THE LATE W. H. HURDMAN.

The ofdest and one of the most extensive lumber oper-
ators of the Ottawa Valley died on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 2oth, in the person of Wilham Henry Hurdman,  For
over half a century deceased was actively engagged in the
lumber industry with his brothers, of which Robert alone
survives.  He was a son of the late Chaddes Hundman,
who emigrated to Canada from County Caven, lecland,
in 1818.  The family settled in Hull township, whae Wil-
liam was born the same year, he being the first cluld of
old country parents bora in this scction of the Ottawa
Valley.

At the age ot 23 deceased, in 1831, took a contract
with his brother Charles to grade i section of the Aylines
and Bytown Turapipe road.  Later in the same yeac he
entered the lumbering business, drawing tunber for John
Egran, then one of the leading operators. . He continued
in this branch of the business till 186¢, when he sccured
a limit, 50 miles in extent, on the Chalk river above Pem-
broke.  This limit was worked for square timber till 1864,
Mr. Hurdman next secured o limit or the Mattana, part
of one formerly owned by A. H. Baldwin, This was part
of the old E. B. Eddy limits, and it is now worked by Mr.
Hill.  Square timber likewise was secured on this une, o>
the distance was too great to permit of lugs being cut and
hauled down.

In 1865 Mr. Hurdman secured a limit, 150 miles in ex_
tent, bounded by the Mattawa, Petewawa and Amable du
Fond rivers.  The present Bimits of Wm. Mackie,
M. P, adjoins the old Hurdman limit.  The square tim-
ber cut on this limit had to be drawn to the Ottawa river
and there formed into rafts, which were floated down to
Quebec by wind and current.

Mr. Hurdman was one of the first lumber operators to
o up the north branch of the Petewawa river.  This was
in 1866, and work was carric/} on above Cedar lake. AL
this time the late Richard McConnell had limits alongside
Mr. Hurdman's on the Petewawa. Wm. Morris, the late
Andrew Irving,of Pembroke,and A & P. White were oper-
ings an the south branch.  That season the square timber
rafted at the mouth of the Petewawa at the opening of
navigation did not reach Quebec by way of Ottawa til
September 2gth.  The following year, 1867, Mr. Hurd,
man pushed on still further and took out square tim
ber on Hurdman's creck, a branch of the Petewawa
river. He improved the waterways, but on account of the
low water was unable to get his rats of square timber to
Qucbec till the following scason.

There were five of the Hurdman brothers, William be-
ing the oldest.  The others were Charles, John, George
and Robest.  In 1857 the well known Hurdman farm on
the cutskirts of Ottawa, at Hurdman's Bridge, was pur-
chased, and en this George took up his residence, farm-
ing in the summer and Tumbering in the winter.  He died
last summer.  The farm, which contains 160 acres, was
purchased in 1357 for $2.700. The price now placed on it
is $24,000. John Hurdman dicd in 1861, and the lumber.
ing operations were carried on by William, Charles and
Robert They were known as “square timber men™ til
1859, when they commenced taking out logs for the mi))
men.  Previous to this, in 1872, they purchased limits on
the Kippewa from John Wilson.  In 1839 the partnership
known as Sherman, Lord & Hurdman  was formed.  In
it with the Hurdman brothers were T. E. Lord, of Al-
bany, und Augustus Sherman, of Postdam, N. Y.  The
firm operated the Cromwell mill in the Chaudiere district,
between Hull and Ottawa, the logs being cut by the
Hurdman brothers on their limits.  In this same year a
fimit wus securcd on the Coulonge.  From the foregoing
it can be seen that the Hurdmans were extensive operat,
ors.  Eacliscason they forwarded to Quebee {our rafts
containing about 500,000 cubi feet of white and red pinc.
The timher cut by them was alwavs select stock, mostly
white pine.  The last square timber was cut in 1838,

In 1859 Charles G Hurdman, of Mattawa, and W. H.
Hurdman, jr.. of Ottawa, entéred the partnenhip, buyinge
out the share of their father, Charles Hurdman,  In Do
cember, 1884, Sherman died and his son.in-law, Lemon
Thompyon, succceded him in the business.  About this
time a yearly cut of 30,000,000 10 50,000,000 superficial
feet was made.  The firm was known as Lord, Hurdman
& Co. till 1886, when Mr. Lord died.  His share was
bought out and the firm name changed to R. Hurdman &
Co. Mr. Robert Hurdman acted as manager at the mill,

and William Hurdman managed the *“‘up river”™ business,
assisted by his nephews,
Previous to Mr. Lord'sdeath, however, the firm made

. ber Company it 1846,

entensive purchases of limits,  These were situated on

the Maganasippi on the Ottawa at Deux Risieres, at .

Rais Fram, and on the Kippewa Likes up the Ottana,
Part of these limits were scaured fiom AL & 1 Whate
and J. & G. Bryson.

I. 1891 another Change was made i the hrm. when A,
. Buell, of Burlington, and Joha C. Orr, of New York,
secured part interests. The fine name became Buell,
Orr, Hurdman & Co.  Other gentlemen who became
identificd with the busings were W. G White, Albany,
F W Avery, Ottana, and C.E. Read, Ottana, son-in-law
of W, H. Hurdman, the sabject of this sketch,  The lat-
ter retired, but was further identified with the Holl Lum-
Chailes Hardaan died a0 18y3.

About this time the cdebrated and «.umpln..llul lepany
proceedings between the Hurdmans and the other parties
~ontioned were instituted. The Hull Lumber Company,
it i said, was formed under protest from the Hurdmans,
who ddaimed an interest therein, although not secognized
as holding any interest by the other partiess The case
was not settled till last March,  One of the last acts of
the late Wm. Hurdman, it is said, was to sign the fina)
document in this celebrated case.

Mr. Hurdman was active despite his 82 years of almast
continuous service in the lumber business. He was a man
of unimpeachable character and stood high in the esteem
of the hundreds who knew him. Up to 1873 he resided in
the family residence on the A)lmu road.  In that year
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he moved to Hurdman's Bridgze, and in 1883 ‘he took up
his residence in Ottanat. He was actively rdentified with
munidipal politics and was reeve of Gloucester township
and a member of the county council.  He was a staunch
Conservative, and at one time recognized as a licutenant
of the Iate Sir John A. Macdonald.  Mr. Hurdman's in.
tellect was clear and fus powers ummpaired il the iast.

The generation of lnmbermen to which he belonged has
narrowed down to few representatives.  On the list at
different times were Richard and Benjamin Rinaldo,
Richard McConncll, John Egan, James and Robert
Skead, Wm. Morris, Andrew Irving, Pembroke, John and
A. Dunlop, \Wm. Mackic, M. P., A. and P. White, Alex.
Fraser, Wm, Faicubiney, Damel McLachhin, P. Supple,
Pembroke, Johin Poupore, R. H. and James Klock. Mr.
Hurdman leaves a family of one son, W, W, Hurdman, or
Hartford, Conn,, and thrce daughtgrs, Mes. (Dr.) J. F.
Kidd, Mrs. C. E. Read, and Mrs. (Rev.) Ho H. Stevens,
of St. Henrd, Montreal.  Mr. Geo. C. Hurdman, of the
lnmber firm of Hurdman & Elmill.' is a ncphew.

The annual mecting of the Tracadie Lumber Co.,of Tra-
cadie, N.B., was hicld in Bangor Iast month at which F.
W. Hill wasclected president, C. D. Standford treasurer,
and H. B. Foster gencral manager. Tt was stated that
prospects for this year's business are as good as could be
wished for. The cut of logs this winter will be about
11,000,000 fect. These, it is expected, will be drivento the
mill at & cost of $1.90 per thousand feet.

.exhauster is to bcrun from a countershaft; imtad
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THE OTTAWA ValLey,
1Correapondence ol the Canava T T

When King Edward V11 visited  crtawa gy p
Wales and heir apparent in 180, he wag given
welcome by the lumbermen,  The arrangemeny §
the hands of Altan Gimour, Jo M. Camier, Joby
other well known lumber magnates, and they e
ricd vut on an elaborate scale. Thers: SINCE camety (]
by steamer, and a few mules down e riverhe
by a floulla of canoes and niver bows manped by
500 lumbermen and Indians, who ci ered lusm, W
Prince appeared:  These smaller cealt raged’ ‘the g
up the niver landing.  Many  of e canoes were b
the occasion, and the mea, all ot Wi sported rd
were Lrought from a considerable uistance,  Wige
uity the lumber workers were entertuned at the oy
of their employers.  Hugh bowtires were buit and
cooked and served to them an the open,

The following day the royal visiwor and the mem)
s distinguished suite epjoyed the umque and exhix,
pleasure of a tnip through the government slides
Chaudiere on a raft of square umner.  He afiy
witnessed i series of boat races.  in these creny 4
sorted strength competed, two oar up 1o ten car racy
g on the programme.  The difterent lumb.cr-ﬁm,
represented by crews, and the keenest good g
nivalry prevauled.  In one race an Indian crew. tm
however, from the timber hewers.

The lumbermen also erected an immense and i
arch near the Suspension bridge it the Chaudiere dig
then as now the centre of the industry. T!us ad
buwlt of square timber, as were several others erected
the principal streets. The future King was peasesty
Mr. Allan Gilmour with an address trom the kembe
and scttlers of the Gatneau district. At the Chity
on lus way to Arnpnoy the distmguisned 0wt was
sented with another address on which were cog
lc;)nl wishes of 13,000 niver men and lumbermea,
presentation took place on a raft, and the address
written on birch bark.  The addresy was unique {r
fact that it contained the expression “'may yeu ke
main the Prince of Wales. The loyal niver. men
wishinyg the heir appacent all joy and a long-He,
showed their love for lus royal mother, whose reign
desired to sce long continued.  The true hearted (G4
had thair wish realized, as the Queen reigned foras
40 years. At the tme of the Diamond Jubilee one df,
gentlemen  interested in prepanng the address
presenting i, forwarded another copy to the Pnzce
Wales renewing the sincere wishes ot 4,560 theren o
tained. The Prince in reply stated that he
and treasured the circumstance of the first pr
and would convey to the Queen the sencwed ioyal ws
of the Ottawa lumbermen.  The Prnce and suite
conveyed from the Chats mpids up the Vitawa- tive
.\mpnor mn canoes manned by hardy riner men. ALl
prior this distinguished guest was entertauned by Nr.
Lachlin, whose name is also prominently identifed
the lumbehng nterests of the Ottawa Vatiey.

CHECKING OF BASSWOOD. _

A correspondent writes to the American Lumb
follows : “Would you please give me advice astobo
keep basswood from checking both in logs and sqoll
1 have tricd different ways, such as putung ina shed
of the rain and sun and keeping it with the bark ca,
it does not seem 1o help the difficulty very much”
answer given is that painting the cnds, f thep
of checking is of cnough importance 1o vnmat
expense, will bethe best means of overcoming the d
culty.

It 1s reported that the Ship Harbor Lumber Coap
owned by the estate of the late Hon. AJR. thq,
been sold 10 a pulp-making concern.

W. E. Kelley & Company, of Portland, Me., an
start 2 planing mill to be operated by ‘clectriciy,
expect it to be sccond 10 none of its size.  The shivi

tight and loose pulleys the motor will be coosed
dircct to counter, 30 that when the mactune is stog
the exhauster will also be idle. This construction is
a view te cconomy in not haviag to pay tuc extra g
There will not be a piece of shafting in the mill, e
in the filing room, where onc picce, 12 foct long, wi
sun by oné motor, the filing room tools being belted
this shaft.



