252 CANADA IN FLANDERS.

tion the student of politics will not forget the lessons
of the South African War. The glamour of war is
dissipated : material gains are forgotten : there sur-
vive commercial an§ industrial dislocations, the
stale but strident advertisement of war scandals, and
the abiding, grinding pressure of war taxation. The
khaki election in England was followed by the
débacle of 1906, and by the accession to power of
a Parliament which consisted to a greater extent
than any House of Commons which had ever
existed in England of pacifists, idealists, and dema-
gogues to whom not only the thought of war, but
even of preparation for war, was abhorrent.

But the country in which this reaction against the
South African War took place was, after all, the
country whose Government, elected by themselves,
was responsible for the diplomacy which led up to
| that war and for the conduct of the war when once

i it was declared. The danger in the case of the

: self-governing Dominions 1s that the reaction is

1 certain to be supported by opponents of the War
F o with the argument that those who have made con-
R tributions relatively so immense were never con-
& sulted as to the policy, and have merely been called
in to support the consequences of other men’s
BE bungling. It is sufficient to say that such a cam-

i paign might become formidable.

l W There is only one remedy. It is not attempted
here to work out the details; and, indeed, their
elaboration might most usefully engage the exclusive
work of the twelve ablest statesmen in the united
Empire. But without making any such attempt, it
, may be broadly claimed that both in the interests
. of the Mother Country and of the Dominions,
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