
ALEITIAN ISLANIIEKS.
t

The iminmsr (jiuuitity of iinimiil life \vhi(;h then

t'xislo«l on those islimds, nmy \)v guilicrcd iVom tho

fact thai on one short <'\|)nlition in I 750, tl»<' 'iirg*-'

nunihers of 1 7"^ I sea otters, 720 hlue I'oxes, and

840 young soa bears were taken, and thi'ir furs and

skins carried back by one vessel to the Uussian

territoi'ies.

The inhabitants are described by tlie admirable

and sagacious StelK-r, who acconipanietl Ik'luing, as

mostly young or Juiddie-agtMl, of moderate stature,

but tol(.i'ably welb|)ro[)orti()ned ; tlieir anus and logs

very Heshy, their hair straight and of a glossy

blackiKfss, tlui nose Hat l)ut not liroad or large, the

eyes black, the lips thick and turned upward ; necks

short, shoulders broad, and liodies thick but not

corpulent. They wore shijts made of the intestines

of whales ; boots and breeches of seal-skin, stained a

brown red with alder l)ark ; and had long iron knives,

apparently tlair own manufacture (though he throws

some doubt on this point later in his narrati\ej. They

made hats of bark which were coloured red and green,

and ornamented with feathers and grass , and bored

holes in various parts of the face, in which they

instrted bones and stones. They had little or no

beard.

They seemccl to migrate from island to island,


