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IV PREFATORY ADVERTISEMENT.

grave, and seemed to foresee the hour of

dissolution hasteoipgOD ; as the sketch ofhis

Life, written by himself, clearly denotes.

Rendered iQcapabl<p,, by weekfiess and dis-

ease, of completing his greater design of a

Prefatory Discourse; yet, with a fond anx-

iety for honest fame, he roused the embers

of his genius,-^to claim a fair repiilatioii

with post^erity for industry, integrity,' and

candid exposition of the talents and aC*

quirements which introduced him to public

notice. ; The firmness of his mind, and the

cheerfulness of his temper, which througb*

out a long and chequered life, gave confix

dence to \kis friendships, and delight in fab

society, forsook him not, as he apprehended

its last short hour before him: this hf6

clearly shews, when, turningfrom the awful

consideration of futuril^, to look back on

his past life, himself brings the ietioqiect

to our view, and descnbes the scene, in so

pure and lively colours, with no gloomfrom

discontent, , {ind no shilde from lOnone;

that we readily in£^ the natiiie of the light

which so beamed on this his last work, and

to his last hour ;—and pronounce its ema-

nation to be from the pure conscience of a


