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men, whether American, English, or other foreigners, sailing under and pro-

tected by the American flag. I am not aware that there has ever been any pow-
erful nation, even in modern times, and professing Christianity, which has not

occasionally abused its power. The United States, who always appealed to

justice during their early youth, seem, as their strength and power increase, to

give symptoms of a similar disposition. Instead of useless and dangerous re-

criminations, might not the two nations, by their united efforts, promote a great

object, and worthy of their elevated situation ?

With the single exception of the territory of Oregon, which extends from 43
to 54° 40' north latitude, all the American shores of the Pacific Ocean, from

Cape Horn to Behring's Straits, are occupied, on the north by the factories of

the Russian Fur Company, southwardly by semi-civilized States, a mixture of

Europeans of Spanish descent, and of native Indians, who, notwithstanding the

efforts of enlightened, intelligent, and liberal men, have heretofore failed in the

attempt to establish governments founded on law, that might ensure liberty, pre-

serve order, and protect persons and property. It is in Oregon alone that we
may hope to see a portion of the western shores of America occupied, and in-

habited by an active and enlightened nation, which may exercise a moral influ-

ence over her less favored neighbors, and extend to them the benefits of a more
advanced civilization. It is on that account that the wish has been expressed

that the Oregon territory may not be divided. The United States and England
are the only Powers who lay any claim to that country, the only nations which
may and must inhabit it. It is not, fortunately, in the power of either Govern-
ment to prevent this taking place; but it depends upon them whether they shall

unite in promoting the object, or whether they shall bring on both countries the

calamities of an useless war, which may retard, but not prevent, the ultimate re-

sult. It matters but little whether the inhabitants shall come from England or

from the United States. It would seem that more importance might be attached

to the fact that, within a period of fifteen years, near one million of souls are

now added to the population of the United States by migrations from the domin-

ions of Great Britain; yet, since permitted by both Powers, they may be pre-

sumed to be beneficial to both. The emigrants to Oregon, whether Airericans

or English, will be united together by the cammunity of language and litera-

ture, of the principles of law, and of all the fundamental elements of a similar

civilization.

The establishment of a kindred and friendly Power on the northwest coast of

America is all that England can expect, all perhaps that the United States ought

to desire. It seems almost incredible that, whilst that object may be attained by
simply not impeding the effect of natural causes, two kindred nations, having

such powerful motives to remain at peace, and standing at the head of European
and American civilization, should, in this enlightened age, give to the world the

scandalous spectacle, perhaps not unwelcome to some of the beholders, of an un-

natural and unnecessary war; that they should apply all their faculties, and ex-

haust their resources, in inflicting, each on the other, every injury m their power,

and for what purpose ? The certain consequence, independent of all the direct

calamities and miseries of war, will be a mutual increase of debt and taxation,

and the ultimate fate of Oregon Avill be the same as if the war had not taken,

place. ALBERT GALLATIN.
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