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fand miles wide*. We cannot reafonably fuppofe that the French would negleft

building fuch forts as foon as I'uch a peace was concluded ; their former condu6b

on the Ohio tells us very plainly that they know their own intereft perfeftly well,

and if we may judge by our condud, much better than we did ours. If a peace

had been concluded on the terms offered in the late negotiation they would have

had a right to ereft thefe forts, with only getting the confent of the Indians.

Now it cannot be alTerted that we fhould not have fufiered them, and (hould have

reftrained them by a claufe in the treaty, becaufe we in the very fame article give

up our right to do that by faying that thefe Indians are under our protection,

and they are fuppofed throughout the negotiation to be independent nations.

But every quibble, every difpute would have been rectified, had our Minifter

infifted on the Mifliflippi being the boundary of the pojfeffions of the two crowns

in thofe parts -, that river is two or three miles wide in its whole courfe through

thefe countries : fuch a boundary could not have been millook, and by out

planting the bank on our fide direftly, we fhould foon obtain a thorough know-
ledge of the whole country, and put it out of the power of the French to en-

(roach without openly invading,

I have hitherto endeavoured to convince the reader that the peace, had it been

concluded on the plan propofed by the Britifli Minifter, muft neceflarily have

left our American colonies infecure, although their fecurity was the original end

of our entring into the prefent war. I think I have proved, and fr6m fafts,

rather than empty reafoning, that this infecurity would have been owing to our

not infifting on the MifTiflTippi being made the limit of Louifiana, and our colo-

nies i and I conceive that it will take very little ingenuity to convince the unpre-

judiced, that the Briti(h Minifter ought by all means to have infifted on France

ceding all North America to Great-Britain ; and that fuch a condud would have

been much more wife and more for the intereft of his country than keeping a

fhare of the neutral iflands, or Senegal and Goree, or even than the Eaft Indies^

Canada is of little or no importance to us j and of none to the French

unlefs conneded with Louifiana-f- ; we might have learned this truth long ago,

had
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* I cannot nvoid once for all affuring the reader, that I do not hazard thefe aiTertions relating to

the extent of the countries in queftion, without having firft examined them in the beft maps, with

«he mod fcrupiilous attention. Without having confu]ted good maps, no perfon can fpeak on the

point without making many miflakes.

t " The truth of the matter is, they were tired of Canada. The inclemency of the climate^

the difficult accefs to it ; and a trade fcarcely defraying the expence of the colony, would long ago
liavc induced them to abandon it, if the plan of extending its boundaries, at the expence of the

EngUfh^ and of opening its commaaication with Louifiana and with the ocean, had not made them
perfcvere:


