
>ipoM iho whole—nppoariiig-, however, detectivo in the inlrieacy of

soino of its details, in the absence of an I'lUcionl provision for the

visitation and inspection of schools, the examination of toauhcrs,

religious instruction, and uniform text-books for the schools. 2. That

the principle of supporting schools in the Slate of jNIassaohusetts was

tho best—supporting them all according to property, and opening

them to all without distinction ; but that the application of this princi-

ple should not bo made by tho requirements of state or provincial sta-

tute, but at the discretion and by tho action, from year to year, of the

inhabitants in each school muncipality—thus avoiding the objection

which might be made against an uniform coercive law on this point,

and tho possible indiiTercnco which might in some instances bo

induced by the provisions of such a law—independent of local

choice and action. 3, That tho series of elementary text-books, pre-

pared by experienced teachers, and revised and published under tho

sanction of tho INational Board of Education in Ireland, were, as a

whole, tho best adapted to schools in Upper Canada—having long

boon tested, having been translated into several languages of tho con-

tinent of Europe, and having been introduced more extoisively thas

any other scries of text-books into tho schools of England and Scot-

land. 4. That tho system of Normal School training of teachers,

and the principles and modes of teaching which were found to exist

in Germany, and which havo been largely introduced into other

countries, were incomparably tho best—tho system which makes

school-teaching a profession, which, at every stage, and in every

branch of knowledge, teaches things and not merely words, which

unfolds and illustrates the principles of rules, rather than assuming

and resting upon their verbal authority, which develops all tho

mental faculties instead of only cultivating and loading tho memory

—a system which is solid rather than showy, practical rather than

ostentatious, which prompts to independent thinking and action

rather that servile imitation.

Such arc tho sources from which the principal features of the

school system in Upper Canada have been derived, though the appli-

cation of each of them has been modified by tho local circumstances

<af our country. Thero is another feature, or rather cardinal principle


