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8 THE ENGLISH

of the prerogative, zealously avoiding all acknow-

ledgment of the rigiit of parental control, either in

external matters of trade, or internal affairs of legis-

lation or police, until they felt strong enough, in con-

junction with the contiguous colonies, to sever all

connection whatever with Great Britain. It is a

curious and instructive historv, and well worthv of

the attentive consideration of those who feel inclined

to imitate, and imagine they are able to follow the

example. They will be struck with the important

fact that they commenced with small and isolated

communities, having one common object in view,

and possessing the means, the unity of political

and religious opinions, and the mutual confidence

and sympathy necessary to effect their purpose.

There was nothing to pull down or remove, no

privileged orders to reduce, no serfs to raise to a

level with themselves, no pre-existing form of

government to eradicate, no contending factions or

intriguing leaders to subdue, and no populace to

conciliate or control. The scene w^as a forest,

and the actors intelligent and resolute men, drawn

from the middle and not the lower orders of

society, emigrants from a country having liberal

institutions and a code of laws well calculated to

secure and promote the liberty of the subject.

They w^re beyond the reach and the observation

of the Parent State, and were left unaided and

unmolested to put their theories into practice. The


