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Nuturo not iu)lre(nit'iitly presi'ins ;is wifli combinations of medicinal

ngeiits, iulrninil)ly ndiipted to our nece>sitic.s. This obsorviition is pecu-

linrly fipjdicftbU' to miiitr.!l wafi-rs, which sometimes hohi in soliilion

remedial snhstiinccs truly vahiaMe, which, if administered to an invalid,

chemically or urtifioially cumj-.oiinded. would prove of little benefit. In

mineral waters rinse compositions are so mufchlessly contrived, that

while they invite, they at the same 'irnc fief)/ imitat-ion.

There is one pfcniliur charactensiie of mineral waters, that the medi-

cinal snhsfances me presened to flic stoniaeh in snch minute quantities

as to be the nu>st f.ivoiiralile (or rapid M])j('r[)fion, whih- their alterative

or other energies are for the s>me rt'ason enhanced. To such condi-

tions we consiJer referabh" the soni-'tnnes emarkable effects produced by

the continued em[)loyment vi rninvr,") wafers; and of this fact the his-

tory of a miner vl spring water wi^ich we are writing, affords a very

large mimher of examples.

The Plantagener spring water was first introduce ' to public notice in

1832. This was a memorable y<'ar for the Prov It was devastated

by that most te^ rible of Divine inflictions, the A a holera, the city of

Montreal having been actually decimated. Daring that year a gentleman

of the name of Camemn, a lumber merchant, acquainted with the proper-

ties of the water, freely used it himself, and induced as many as it was

possible under his charge to employ it as a beverage. This singular fact is

recorded, that of all those who used the water and were attacked by the

cholera, none died; while of all those who refused the water none

recovered. This circumstance has been atte.sted by Mr. Dorval, then a

City Councillor for Quebec. The fact, however, had not escaped obser-

vation, and the reputation of the water unostentatiously but rapidly

spread. It was afterwards prescribed freely by the medical profession

of Montreal and Quebec, from which circumstance its employment
became general, and we may safely assert that no other mineral

water has secured and retained a greater amount of confidence

afnong the learned professions or'the laity of the Province.


