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nggregite, you Northerners are right in the boast which

)oii make that intelligence makes a people stronger and

braver and freer."

" So your remedy is
—

" began the other.

'* Not my remedy, but the only remedy, is to educate

the people until they shall be wise enough to know what

tliey ought to do, and br-'ive enough and strong enough

to do it."

" Oh, that is all well enough, if it could be done,"

said Goodspeed.

"Therefore it is," returned Hesden, "that it must

be done."

"But hoivV said :he other querulously. "You
know that the Constitution gives the control of such mat-

ters entirely to the Slates. The Nation cannot interfere

with it. It is the duty of the States to educate their cit-

izens—a clear and imperative duty ; but if they will not

do it the Nation cannot compel them."
" Yes," said Hesden, " I know. For almost a century

you said that about slavery ; and you have been trying

to hunt a way of escape trom vour enforced denial of it

ever since. But as a matt'ir of fact, when you came to

the last ditch and found no bridge across, you simply

made one. When it became an unavoidable question

whether the Union or slavery should live, you chose the

Union. The choice may come between the Union and

ignorance ; and if it does, I have no fear as to which the

people will choose. The doctrine of State Rights is a

beautiful thing to expatiate upon, but it has been the

root of nearly all the evil the country has suffered.

However, I believe that this remedy can at once be

ai)plied without serious inconvenience from that source."

" How ?" asked the other ;
" that is what I want to

know."


