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maat, 1 fear, deepen into more podtiTe enmity. The boflkio, tk* f«d

oin I'neanii of iiub«ist«mc«i, ia rapidly diaappearing ; rear by j—t *hm pi
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which once shook beunath tho tread of countlnaa herda of blaoDC; •!% be-

coming denuded of annual lil^, and year by year the affliotk>n of •t»rT«4ioii

comi'B with an ever increuaiuK intensity upon the land. There fcra tn«n

till living who remember to naru hant«d bufi'alo on the ahorea of Lake

Mauitoba. U ia abaroely twelve vcara ainoe Fort Kllice, on the Aaiiniboine

River, I'ormod one of the principid poata of aapply for t^e Hndaon'a B«y <

Company ; and the vaat prairina which flank the Hoathem and Wcirtani

para of the Toach-wood Hilla, now utterly ailent aod daaerted, are attll

Whit« with tlio bonea of th« migratory herda, which) jantil lately, roamed

ovor iht'ir surlHc^ti. Nor in thia abaenct* of animal life conlinod to tliu plains

of the Ciu'Appell" and of the Upp«r Aaainiboine—all along the line of the

North daakatchewan, from Carlton to Udmontou Ilouae, the. same aoaroity

revailM, and if further illuatration of thia decreMe of baifalo ib« ivmating

1 would Htutt! that, duriiiff the preaent winter, I traTeraed ih« plains from

Uod Uivor to the itocky Mountainn withoat seeing even one solitary ani-

mal upon I, '200 miles of prairie. The Indiau ia not alow to attribute thia

IfHaening el hia principal food to tlit* presence of the white and b&if-breed

settlers, whoso active competition for pt^mican ^valuable as supplying the

transport service of the II. B. Go.,) has led to thia all hot total extinction of

the bison.

Nor dofs ho fail to trace other griflTMicAa—some real, some imaginary .

to ih«i sanu' cause. Wherever the half-breed settler or hunter has estab-

lished himNelf he hiui re.norted to the use of poison as a means ol destroying

the vvulves and foxes which were uomerous on the prairies. This moat

pernicious practice has had the ell'ect of greatly embittering the Indiana

against the settler, lor not only have large numbers of animals, been nae*

leHHly destroyed, inasmuch as fully one-half the animals thus killed are lost

to the trapper, but also the poison is frequently communicated to the In-

dian dogs, and thus a very important mode of winter transport is loat to the

red miin. It is attserted, too, that horses are sometimes poisoned by eating

grnsfcie.s wiiich have become tainted by the presence of strychnine, and al-

thou^^h this latter assertion may not be true, yet its etiecta are the same, aa

the Indian fully believes it. in consequence of these losses a threat has

i)een made, very generally, by the natives, against the half-breeds, to the

etfect that if the u.se of poison was persisted in the horses belonging to the

settlers would be shot.

. . Another increasing source of Indian discontent is to be found in the po-

licy pursued by the American Government in their settlement of the coun-

tries lyiui? South of the Saskatchewan. Throughout the Territories of Dakota
uiid ^luiitunu a state of hostility has long existed between the„ Americana
and tlu' tribes of Sioux, Blackfoet, and Peagin Indians. This state of hos-

tility has latterly been characterized, on the part of the Americans by a war
ol extenaination ; and the policy of "clearing out" the red man has now
become a recognized portion of Indian warlare. Some of these acts of ex-

termination lind their way into the public records, many of them never
liud publicity. Among the lormer the attack made during the spring of 1870
by^a lari^e party of troof>s upon a camp of Peagin Indians close to the

lirilish boundary line will" bo fresh in the. recollection of Your Excellency.

The tribe tlius attacked was suffering severely from small-pox, was sur-

pri.setl at day break by the soldiers, who, rushing in upon the tents, de-
stroyed 170 men, women, and children, in a few moments. This tribe

forms one of the four nations comprist'd in the Biackfeet league, and have
their hunting grounds partly on British and partly on American territory.

1 have mentioned the presence of small-po.\ in connection with the^e m-
diaus. It is very generally believed in the Saskatchewan that this diseas^

was originally comxuuuicated to the Biackfeet Tribes by Missouri traders*

with a view to the accumulition of robes, and this opinion, monstrous
though it may appear, has been somewhat verilied l)y the )y^atoru fress

when-treating of the epidemic-last year. As I propo^^ t*' enfer at some
leniith into the question of this disease at a. later portion of-this report I now
only make allusion to it as forming one of the grievances which the Indian
allirms he sutlers at the hands of the white man. ,

In estimating the causes of Indian discontent as bearing upon the fvf

\ 'i

S,

'^


