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in safety to Fort Pitt. No sooner, however, had

they left their slielter, thsui the Indians fell upon

them, and, as Gray declared, butchered them all,

except himself and one other man, who darted into

the woods, and escaped amid the confusion, hearing

behind them, as they fled, the screams of their mur-

dered comrades. This account proved erroneous, as

the garrison were carried by their captors in safety

to Detroit. Some time after this event. Captain

Dalzell's detachment, on their way to Detroit, stopped

at the place, and found, close to the ruined fort, the

hair of several of the men, which had been shorn off,

as a preliminary step in the process of painting and

bedecking them like Indian warriors. From this it

appears that some of the unfortunate soldiers were

adopted on the spot into the tribes of their conquerors.

In a previous chapter, a detailed account has been

given of the defence of Presqu'isle, and its capture.

Gray informed Captain Ecuyer that, a few days

before the attack on the garrison, thej'^ had seen a

schooner on the lake, approaching from the westward.

She had sent a boat to shore with the tidings that

Detroit had been beleaguered, for more than six

weeks, by many hundred Indians, and that a detach-

ment of ninety-six men had been attacked near that

place, of whom only about thirty had escaped, the

rest being either killed on the spot or put to death

by slow torture. The panic-stricken soldier, in his

flight from Presqu'isle, had passed the spots where

lacely had stood the little forts of Le Boeuf and


