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to dofamo tho ^ooil naino of tho countiy, Inmtoad of uphoM-
in^ itH honor, Ihoy may ront assurol timt limy will not, l)y

this moann, doHtioy tho ^ood narno nfOiinada, they will not

duHtroy tho good narno and fatno of tho Ntat(*Mnun who has
proh'ulod over thodostinios of tho country Cor tho lu^t twonty-
tivo years, tht y will not evM»nt destroy the I^acitic Ruilway,

tho ^reaiOHl of all tho ontorprises we have iindortnUiin.

Since I tirht entered politicsal life I have been ticoUHtonnd to

Hoo the perHi.Hlency of my hon. friondrt on tho other Hide in

Bpoal<in<; of the bankruptcy of the nation. I heard it in IS.H,

when I was not fourteen years old, on the liist 0(!c:iHion,

when 1 heard two of the greatoht orators of our Provinc-o,

tho ^roat Morin and tho groat Papin ; 1 then hoard wtrto-

montH that the Grand Trunk Hailway Hystein had brou^jht

tho country to ruin and bankiuptcy. 1 heard tho namo
thing yearn afterwards, and still I have seen tho country
growing mt)re and more prosperous year after year. I

noard iho same thing in 18<;6, when tho scheme of Con-
federation was before the country, when, from parish to

parith and from county to county, I, tiiough a young man,
was fighting tho battle of Confederation; I hoard gontlo-

mon saying that Confederation was to bo tho ruin of our
Province, and was to result in tho bankruptcy of the whole
Dominion; that tho vast stretch of country embracing
seven Provinces, and extending from ocean to ocean, with-
out any backbone, would result in disaster. But, Mr.
Speaker, there was a backbone; there was tho energy of
British subjects, the energy of the men who had made this

country; and that backbone has saved the country, in spito

of all that defamation, in spite of all those who have been
decrying our country. I hoard tho same thing again in

1870; and I remember, in 1872, when I was contesting ono
of the seats for this Parliament, that I heard one of tho best

champions of liberal ideas in tho Province of Quebec, my
hon. friend from Verchoros (Mr. Geoffrion), saying that

tho price paid by tho Government of the day for tho North-
West, £3UO,000, was a loss to tho country, and that

those wild Pjovinces, whore tho buffalo still roamed, would
bo no profit to us. Since that I have seen millions Uj)on

millions of capital invested in that country, and thousands
and hundreds of thousands of people flookiugto that region,

which will become the gi anary of British North America,
as the north-west of the United States booame tho granary
of that country. I have witnessed the progress of our
country, in spite of all that has been said to retard it. And,
after that, when this great entorpri-e of the Pacific Railway
came before the public, I heard a repetition of the same


