
five thousand dollars a mile. if it wvas have made their own terms for their own

buit sixteen years ago, I do not tbink it services-

cost within ten tbousand dollars a mile of The telegrapli operators have a combina-

tliat. We built about 125 miles lu our dis- tion there. They made a demand upon

trict, and I cau say after it was built, steel the goverument, and tbey Incrensed, the

rails and a11l, the cost was only about six- rates beyond those paid on any road ia

teen tbousand dollars a mile, s0 that this rail- Canada, .and tliey have that combination

wvav must run through a hully country If it to-day. A telegrapli operator cannot go

cost anything like twenty-five thousand dol- on the Intercolonial Railway and lok for

lars a mile. -I observe that the company a job, and the governmeflt cannot put hlma

received $350,000 from the Dominion to- there. The Minister of Raîlways Cannot

wards its construction and $400,000 from the employ a man wîthout the consent of the

proince, and whien you deduet those association. That Is the condition Into

amlounts, and give credit for the amount -which tfllngs have drlfted. As long as you

of money the road miust have earned, wbicbi allow the operators of the road, the sta-

would be more than runniug expenses, 1 tion men and so on, to control the arrange-

have no doubt that the party that is seliug ment and operation of the line, to dictate

it is getting a good portion, if not aIl, of the their hours, dictate their wages and every-

money tbey have put into it. They are get- thing connected. with the road, you will

ting $800,000 out of it, after getting the neyer be able to mun a railway and make

'K750,000 or $S50,000 to help build It. I it pay. The goverument have lest control.

do not know how Mr. Schreiber, as chief 1 know it is pretty bard for a government

eng-ineer, formed bis opinion in regard to the to figlit combinations of that kiud. Tbey

value of the road. I have not seen hiis would naturally say to themselves, 'We

figures or estimates, and I do not know found things in the condition In whlch tbey

what value lie puts upon the wooden bridges, are when 'we came in. If we lower men'5

I should like to kuow that, and aiso the wages there Is a general cry and they

value lie places upon the iron. He says It will turn out and vote against us and our

eau be repaired for about a thousand dol- friends.' 1 know of a man who was la

lars a mile. It is amazing to me, if a bridge. charge of the Intercoloillal Raîlway, a mail

sixteen years old can be strengthiened so who made a determlned effort to try to

tbat It will carry the engines of the day, for mun it on business principles, and wbat was

a thousand dollars a mile. There must be bis confession, after maluing au honest, de-

very few bridges on it. My bon. friend termined effort? if it had not been for

said sometbing with regard to the govern- political Influence lie could bave doue I. If

ment ownersbip of ronds. I have no con- It had net beezi that he was dictated to

fidence whatever ia the government belug and that lie must do something for this

able to run a railway as cheaply as a private friead and that friend of the party ln power,

company. I thinli we bave experience in aIl lie could have made the line a profitable

lines o! public expenditure, that where the business. But he could not persist la the

goverameut is called upon to go into tbe con- hunes that lie had laid down. He had to

struction of any public w-orks, a railway resign, and the resuit ls that on the Inter-

or a building, as a rule these things cost colonial Railway to-day I venture to say

the goverument, I do îîot care -çvbo is iu there are more men employed to the mile

power, from twenty-five to tbirty per. ceût than on any other road la Canada.

more than it would cost tbe individual. Tbhit Hou. Sir MACKEINZIE BOWELL-Yes,

is about the average. Thiea with regard to or ln the United States eitber.

the goverumelit opematiug a road, w-bat is Hu r eULNl aea hr
the secret about the Intercolonial Railway *0

Thesecet bot te Iterolnia Ralw : Ire. I am not blaming one party more

isTh ert abou elye hnecbae vrtailly than another with regard to the matter.

iske tn he emp ye the irtualley The two parties, to use n vulgar phrase,

have formed combinations. Tbey bave stimu- atocthmswhrerdtter-

lated conditions upon. w-hidi they work. They sponsibility Iu the matter, because I criti-

77à cised for years the expenditure et my,
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