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brought in at a time when, as I understand it,
he was within the precincts of the house.
There was no effort made to have these esti-
mates brought hefore the committee because
of the fact that the hion. gentleman was not
present. I was prepared thon, and would have
welcomed the opportunity, to discuss the
administration of the house, rather than to
have the hion, gentleman suggest that 1 en-
deavoured in any way to avoid such discussion.
As a mattor of fact 1 welcomed the criticism
of the hon, gentleman. I did beliovo that
hion. membors woro not fully aware and sbould
be informed as to the administration of the
house, because of general ideas with regard to
its administration and the staff. 1 was hop-
ing for an opportunity to hring those matters
before the committoo.

I say now definitely that no understanding
was reacbod with anyone, noithor with the
minister who was leading the houso at the
time nor witb any othor bon. member, that
these estimatos should be discussod in the
absence of the bion. membor for Simcoo East.
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Mr. R. W. GLADSTONE (Wollington
South) : Arising out of the discussion on tho
question of priviloge raised by the hon. mom-
ber for Simcoe East (Mr. MeLoan), I sbould
like to direct a question to the Prime Ministor,
and as a basis for my question I should liko
to intorjeet two or throe sentences.

During the time I have been in this bouse I
have on two or tbree occasions advocated the
adoption of business principlos and practices
in the administration of the affairs of tho
govornment. Once I proposed a minister of
economy; again I advocatod a change in the
rules of the bouse, and db other times I have
urged that greator considoration should ho
given the estimates havîng to do with the
oxponditure of money. I should liko to ask
the Prime Minister now if the govornmont
will give consideration to tho question of
providing a more businesslike mothod of
doaling with the ostimatos; and also with
regard to a recent press forecast of the crea-
tion of some department to supervise oxpendi-
turos, if tbey will keep in mind the dosirability
of securing a very competent, oxporiencod
man to diirect that work, proferahly one who
doos not reside in Ottawa and has no connoc-
tion with the set-up of the civil service
organization hero.

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): The hon. momber for
Wellington South has givon a groat deal of
thought and attention to the question of

oconomy in connoction with public business,
and has offorod many suggestions in that re-
gard, including, somo hie has ropoated this
morning. I may say that time and again the
government has givon close thought and atten-
tion to the matters -to which hie lias referred;
but, as hoe will roalize, some of thom involve
far-roaching considorations, so 'that it is not
always easy to offeet changes just at the time
tboy may seom to be most nocessary. How-
over, I can assure my hion. friond that the
mattor will ho further considored.

Mr. M. J. COLDWELL, (Rosetown-Biggar):
1 was just going to add a word to what bas
been said about the business of the bouse,
sînce this is the last opportunity I may have to
dIo so. I wonder if during the recess the
goveroment would consider the advisability of
setting up a committee to inquire into the
procedure of the bouse itself. It strikes me
that the time has arrived whcen some attention
sbould be given to the ru]Qs of the bouse;
I think that bas been demonstrated very
clearly during the present session. I would
urge that some consideration ho given to the
setting up of a committee as soon as the
house assembles in January, so that we may
go into the whole matter of procedure and
endeavour t0 modernizo the rules and thus
facilitate the public business of the country.

Mr. FRASER (Peterborough West): In
connection with the samie matter, I feel that
if we set up sucb a committee to change
the rules we should clarify those vules as they
apply to standing committees of the bouse.

Mr. MAC.KENZIE KING: Mr. Speaker,
as hon. mem-bers will realize, at a time of
war there are b.ound to be reasons why the
procedure sbould not in alI particulars be the
saine as in ordinary times. Without doubt
the rules bave bad to be more or less altered.
Xmondments bave had to ho made to the
rules, witb the consent of the bouse, to enablo
.ertain procedure to be adopted. I question,
nowovor, whether a time of war is the best
time to attempt anytbing in the nature of
a general revision, of the rules. I do not
think that procedure wbich woulid ho suited
to a time of war would ho equally suitod
to times of peace. But I agree with hion.
members that procoduro is as important at one
session as at anothor. Because of the excep-
tional nature of -procodure in a time of war
it miýgbt ho advisahle f0 review that aspect
of the situation. I shail endeavour to see
that consideration is given to that possibility
hetween now and the reassembling of
parliament.


