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office, and hie sought to win the support of the
electors hy stating that if returned to office
hie wouid alter those policies and put others
into effeet which would end unemployment.
Indeed, hie did immediately change those
policies. At the time of making the statements
he did in the generai election, and again in
this bouse, a year after having made the state-
ments, hie said that hie expected his policies
would have the effeet of removing the depression
and changing the distressing conditions. As
a matter of fact up to the present bis policies
have not bad that effect. His policies have
heen applied, trade 'has become more and
more restricted, business bas become more
and more depressed, unemployment in the
country has increased more and more. So
mucli has this been the case that it wouid
now appear that the policies of the right
hon, gentleman, who, ieads the government,
had been at fault rather than any particular
economic system.

Wbat then does tbe bon. member wbo pro-
poses tbe present resolution offer as a remedy
for existing conditions? Hlaving said that
economic conditions are not satisfactory,
having by implication inferred that the poli-
cies of neither of the old hbistoric parties are
sufficient to meet the situation, bie proposes a
conorete remedy quite different from any-
thing hitherto tried. It will be found in the
following words:
-the goverrnment should Inmmediately take
measures looking to the setting up of a
cooperative commonwealth...

That is the proposition tbat we in this
parliament, that the country as a whole is
calied upon to consider, tbe setting up
immediately of a cooperative commonwealth.
Notbing else in Vbis resolution is as significant
as that, particular porition of it, or indeed bas
any real significance in comparison. That is
the concrete proposai, and if we oppose the
resolution it is flot because we are opposed
to any wording of the preamble; much less
is it in consequence of any opposition to the
words which follow the substantive proposai;
it is because we do not see, admitting that
conditions may be bad at the moment, ýhow
tbey are going to be improved by immedi-
ately settîng up a cooperative commonwealth
as suggested.

Now notice the words that follow the pro-
posai of my bon. friend, because tbey might
seem to impiy that there are different kinda
of cooperative commonwealths. He says:
-the government should immediaîtely take
measures iooking to the settin up of a
cooperative commonwealth in =ci~ ailnatural
reeources and the 9ociaily necessary machinery
of production will be used in the intereste of
the people and flot for the benefit of the few.

Those words might be construed as quali-
fying words, but I suhmit tbat if they are
to be used as qualifying words with respect
to the cooperative commonwealth, they might
equally be used as quaiifying words with
respect to any policies whiich might be intro-
duced by any political party. My right hon.
friend wili dlaim for bis policies, as I dlaim
for ours, tbat tbey are intended to be used
'n the interests of tbe people and flot for the
benefit of the few. Simply attaching those
particular words to a concrete proposai does
not f ree the proposai itseif from the signifi-
cance that m-ust he attached to it by those
who understand its reai import.

It might be said these words may be in-
tended merely to express tbe hope that wben
a eooperative commonwealth is establisbed
matters will be so arranged as to be more
in the interests of the people than for the
benefit of the few. There again, as I say, is
a bope of wbich. no political party bas the
right tao daim the monopoly. I believe my
bon. friands are qui-te sincere in the hope
tbey entertain, but 1 say of -bon. gentlemen
opposite, and I want to say it of my own
party as weil, that I believe with respect ta
our several policies we are ail inspired by
similar hopes. We may hope our policies are
going to make things better for the many
rather than for the few, but the fact that
we are adding those qualifying words to our
policies does not alter the effect those policies
are likely to have once effeot is given to
them.

No, Mr. Speaker, I arn convinced that the
only way those words can be properly inter-
preted, ini conneetion with tbe proposai set
forth, is as they are understood in the
language of politicai. philosopby and econ-
amies. They are words wbich are intended
to mean that instead of society continuing
on a basis of private property and coin-
petition, «suoh as governs in the affairs of the
world at large, the structure of society in
Canada is to be conipletely changed and there
is to be an end here to private property; it
is ta pass into the possession of the state.
Hon. gentlemen may say that ail property is
a pretty large order. That really is what
the socialist aims at in bis advocacy of
sociaiism, but if you wish to modify it to the
extent to which bon, gentlemen to my left
have modified it, it means, in the exact words
of tlie resolution, ail the natuiral resources
and ail the socially necessary machinery of
production. What are ail the natural re-
sources? They are ail the mines, ail the
foreste, ail tbe fisheries, ail the fields, ahl
agricuitura'l and other resources. These are
ail to pass immediately into the possession of


