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atives of the board should sit down across a
table and endeavour to corne to an under-
standing. As 1 said just now, officiais of
the board have realized for sorne time, I
believe, that revaluation of at least Borne of
these properties is an absolute necessity, and
I believe that it will be possible to sift out
those cases where the settler wishes re-
valuation and remove a considerable number
of non-contentious cases frorn the list.

When it cornes to the second proposition in
the resolution, I cannot say that I arn pleased
with it, for that very reason which has already
been mentioned. It matters flot what govern-
ment is in Vhe saddle at the time; there will
be the danger of partisanship entering into
the provisions of the comrnittee, and I would
very much prefer to see a county court judge
substituted, as has already been suggested by
several hon. members, or in some way brought
into the arrangement to be madle, because I
think the county court judge cau reasonably
be expected to be free fromn partisanship.

Mr. MEIGB!EN: This is one of the very
baffling questions confronting this Bouse, Mr.
Chairman. The principle ef revaluation after
sale is one admitting of application very
seldorn. The ground advanced here is two-
fold, as 1 grasp the debate wehich took place
the other day, and also that of to-day. The
fiuat point is that there wére certain lands
sold by the board-which is by the govern-
ment-to the settler ahove the actual value at
the time of sale. This is more or Iess a

minor ground for applying the re-
4 p.rn. valuation principle. The major

point is that there has been, since
the sale, a very rnarked depreciation in the
value of these lands, as of aIl other lands in
the country.

Referring te the first point for a moment, 1
would net endeavour to, contend that in the
performance of the enormous taisk undertaken
by the Soldier 'Settlement Board, that in the
administration of its great trust, involving the
purchase of some 18,C00 farms frein one coast
to the other and involving the value of lands
far beyond this total for purposes of loans
ether than actual purchases and sales, there
were not; cases where the soldier paid too
much. At the sarne time I hope I will be
pardoned if I emphasize the fact that if ever
precautions were taken to fortify the settler
against inroads cf that kind, they were taken
in this great prejeet. The land was valued
not only by officers of the board but by in-
dependent appraisers, and the land had to be
selected by and the price agreed to by the
soldier hirnself. No soldier was permitted to
enter who had not had farming experience
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which should have qualified him to value the
land, or who had not had such training at the
expense of the board as would similarly qualify
hirn. I may say that se successfully did these
precautions appear to have been that in every
year during the time of those purchases, and
during every session of parliainent, hon. mein-
bers were invited to lay before the board any
case of a purchase and sale above the market
value at the time, whioh had corne to their
knowledge. Until I lef t office, which was more
than twe years after the systern was under
way, and which was after the expiration of
the purchase cf almost aîl the soldier lands,
there had not been one single case of a comn-
plaint presented by a member of this House
on any side which even the member himself
claimed to have been established. As a
rnatter cf fact I can stili recaîl that members
of the Bouse, speaking from their seats, re-
lated cases of over-valuation; being sub-
sequently requested in writing by the board to
designate the farmn and the purchaser, they
refused to divulge the information. 1 may
mention as well that in one province-for
these circumstances 1 intimately recal-the
,board found it impo6sible to make any ex-
tensive purchases of schoel lands. The Bouse
will note that in the original net provision
was macle for the valuation by an officer of
the province affected and by an officer of the
board of any scheol lands requested by soldiers.
In the case of the province of Alberta, for
the simple reason that the officer cf the prov-
incial goveroment absolutely d'eclined to
acquiesce in values low enough to meet the
views of the representatives cf the board, we
found it impossible te make any substantial
purchases cf school lands. I may interpelate
here that the then Premier cf Alberta was the
present Minister cf the Interior (Mr. Stewart,
EFdmonton).

It is truc that on the west shore cf lake
Manitoba we encountered a rascal who at-
tained an office under the board. Be sub-
sequently got eut cf the country, which is the
reason hie is net serving a termi in the peni-
tentiary at the present time. H1e was largely
respensible for purchases made there which
ccrtainly were net right, and some of which
were nething less than fraudulent. In addition
theugh te bis presence in the erganizatien, we
rî'ust. remember that on the west shore cf lake
Manitoba there was at the time a very con-
siderable develepment and eptimism, resulting
in extensive purchases by private individuals,
aînong whem I will be forgiven if ýI include
myself. Land was purchased then st prices
net une-third cf which ceuld be realized te-
day. The lands have since been sirnply aban-
doned, and the private individuals have had


