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manding figure in that province, and his
record and career in that provincial arena
was what we might expect from one who
displayed the great qualities which charac-
terized him in after years in the wider
Federal arena. Under his leadership the
province of Nova Scotia entered upon a
policy of free public education and of active
railway development. His proposal for the
union of the Maritime Provinces led to the
holding of a conference at Charlottetown,
at which delegates from the united prov-
inces of Canada made their presence known,
and in that way he directly led up to the
great movement which resulted in the
founding of this Confederation. For nearly
twenty years after Confederation he was a
member of the House of Commons; and in
that historic building on the Hill, now in
ruins, his was one of the most commanding
figures during all that time. He occupied
many and important portfolios, and in 1886,
or thereabouts, left the active discharge of
political duties in this country to under-
take the not less important duties
of High Commissioner at London.
All those who had an opportunity of know-
ing his record and his work during that
time agree, I am sure, that Canada could
have had no more able, no more indefatig-
able, and no more faithful public servant
than Sir Charles Tupper. I came into
Parliament when the Government of whicb
he was- Prime Minister was defeated in
1896. I had known him, of course, but not
intimately, as a great Nova Scotian, before
I entered public life, and I can pay with
every sincerity this tribute to his memory.
After serving under him for four years, while
he was leader of the Opposition rom 1896 to
1900, I was impressed and inspired with an
even higher appreciation of his great ability,
and an even greater admiration of his won-
derful qualities than when I first, in the'
autumn of 1896, as one of his followers, took
my seat in the, House of Commons. He
had splendid qualities. Not only his poli-
tical friends, but his political opponents
admired and paid tribute to him. He had
a magnificent courage which never quailed
before any danger, or in the face of any odds.
He had a fine optimism. He was a firm
believer in every sense in the resources of
this Dominion, and in the greatness of its
future. His constructive statesmanship
was evidenced in the varions policies which
he advocated for the development and up-
building of the country. Whatever differ-
ence of opinion may have existed with re-
gard to the wisdom of those policies, no dif-
ference of opinion could possibly have ex-

isted as to his sincere conviction that they
were wise policies, or as to the remarkable
ability and the wide vision which hedis-
played in defending them, both in Parlia-
ment and in the country. He was undoubt-
edly a great protagonist, a man who, in
the cours.e of his public career delivered and
received as many hard blows as any public
man in Canada. But those who knew him
intiniately, not only his political friends,
but his political opponents, will agree that,
behind the vigour of his attack, behind the
strong and earnest effort which he always
urought to the advocacy of the policies,
which he upheld, there was absolutely no
personal bitterness.

I had the privilege of an interview with
him in the month of August last; I went to
his home in the country, near London, for
the purpose of seeing him before I returned
to Canada. So far as his physical condi-
tion was concerned, he was, of course, very
feeble, but I do not remember ever having
spoken to him when his mind was clearer,
his intellect more vigorous, or when he
took a keener interest in the welfare of this
Dominion, in its relations to the Empire,
and in all that concerned the Empire at
large. I spent about an hour with him on
that occasion, and I came away inspired by
the wonderful interest he displayed in the
great events through which we are passing;
by the boundless optimism and courage
which stili animated him with regard to the
,oonduet oM tie wax, with regiard to our duty
in the war, and with regard to its uhamate
outcome.

In him passed away the last of the great
Canadians who took a leading part in lay-
ing the splendid foundations of this
Dominion. He lived to see its boundaries
extended to the gleat oceans on the West
and on the North. He lived to see amply
fulfilled the prophecies of early days which
his far-seeing vision bad inspired. At the
last, as at the first, he held an abiding
faith in the future of his country, and in
its great destioy as one of the sister nations
of this vast Empire. Among the thousands
who followed his mortal remains to theiT
last resting place, I wias privileged to be
present. Years ago, 'he marked the spot
where after life's fitful fever lie should
sleep. There in the quiet God's acre, in
the suburbs of Halifax, where he desired
to be laid at rest, he reposes by the side
of lier who for more than sixty years was
his faithful companion and help-mate.

I trust that in the not -distant future,
upon Parliament Hill, there will arise a
monument worthy of his memory; but,


