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fqunhhons of wa‘noﬁ ’pqlitib'al‘ or nfntion, that it should
nk to one of our veteran politicans, to one of those who

have traged the great lines of our Constitution, to come before

and explain how the . legislation, now asked of this]

mhamnz, is connected with past legislation; to explain

to you its real meaning, and make you understand its)

oharacter. It seems to me that this tagk should mot have
devolved on s young member, who, like myself, appears
for the first time within these precinots. Nevertheless, Mr.
Speaker, I well. understand that it is not for me at the début
of my politicsl career, on my entry within these precincts,
to. oriticise an old custom which has always been adopted,
and which muat have some good reason for its existence.
This is the reason why I accepted the difficult task. which
has been assigned to me. Qonvinced as I am that, it I cao-
not instruct you. by my experience, I will have at least the
advantage of edifying you by the good disposition which 1
have manifested in. accepti:g my share of the duties which
arc.imposed on.me a8 ons of the members of the national
representation. The document which is submitted for our
consideration, Mr. Speaker, embraces matters which may.
be-classed: in. three: categories of different subjects; first of
sll, it.aentaing..a retrospective review of past legislation,
and makes known its result on the general condition of the
eouniry. Secondly, it.details the subjects which .are to be
submitted for our consideration and which may be divided
into two classes: firstly, subjects which refer principally to
the material prosperity of the country, and secondly, sub-
jeots.which refer to the moral and intellectual condition of
the, population. The first sentiment which I see expressed
in.Rgz,Exqenouqy’.s Speech, is also one which this House
shwald make it a duty
country, that is the satisfaction which we experience
with,the selection of the new Governor General called to
praside ower. the destinies of the country for some years to
come, In appointing His Excellency the Marquis of Lans-
downe.to this important trust, the Home Government has
given us another proof of the interest which it takes in the
. material development of the country. The choice of the
most disti,x:ﬁ;ﬁshed men, who have attained eminent positions
in the Mother Country, gives.us an estimate of the interest
which the Imperial Government takes in us, and of its
desire t0.gee the material. Erogress of this country keep pace
with that of the United Kingdom. Bafore passing g'om
this subject I believe it is my duty, and in so doing, I but
echo:the vaice af, this.Chamber and of the country, to thank
the.late Governor:General, the Marquis of Lorne, for the spe-
cialinterast which he manifests.in our behalf, in England, to-
day. During his beneficent administration of the affairs of the
country, the Marquis of Lorne took the means to identify
himself with our intgrests, to familiarize himself with our
resources and wants ; and now that he has returned to the
Mother Gountry, I see.that he seems to consecrate all his
efforts, and all his energy to make known, on the Continent,
the progress of our country, and to induce the surplus
w . papulation to come and settle amongst.us. I
Jhim in the name of this House and in the name of the
country, The time is well chosen to commence this propa-
ganda, There has just been held in London a Universal
y. Exhibition, in.which our conntry had.a most favour-
able and special o unity of making known its resources.
This.axhibition, whieh
it.. It:was opened . by.the Prince of Wales in person,’an
of the. interest.which the English Government

f&ké@ﬁndi;’énly in the development.of her coloniee, but also-
in the: development of the. interests. of the entire world.

Nearly 40,000 persons were. it at the ing, and:
nearly 4,000,000 visited it during e continsance.’ Mr.
Speaker,in 8o important an exhibition, in the midst of so

to- ke thet. Onaads: came.out of this-exhihition third in | hon,

to express in,k the name of the|

tio was: -opened in the middle of last.
July, lasted five months, Twenty-five nations took part in|

rank. The gold and silver medals which we won were.not,
it is true, as numerous as those obtained by the United
States; but this is explaived by the fact that the Americans
figared at the exhibition both as & nation and as individuala
For this reason the number of medals was greater in favour
of the United States; but I believe there .is an agoord of
public opinion that the Canadian exhibition, in itg.eatirety,
a8 in its details, was superior to that of our nei LIS 801088
the line. If we reflect, Mr. Speaker, that we have.a eapital
of more than $3,000,000 invested in this industry, that we
have a population of about 30,000 persons en?;ged in our
fisheries, and nearly 800 ships and 11,000 fishing smacks ;
if we reflect that this industry yields;,to the. country a
revenue ot $6,009,000 to $8,000,000, we will understand its
importance and the great necessity to contribyte to its
devglopment. Aund I venture to think that the resuit of our
efforts will be to make known to.the world the valne of our
fisheries, and, at the same time, ameliorate the moral, intal-
lectual and material eondition of our  fishermen. I
think, Mr, Speaker, that it is my duty ere .passing from this
subject, to bestow my congratulations, my compliments on
the hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries, for the sucoess
which has attended his efforts at the exhibition. Itisa

‘worthy reward for the zeal and energy which he has d's-

played ; and I think it ia only just to associate with his mame

‘that.of the hon, member from Gaspé, who is sometimes

called the King of Gaspesia, a title which 'he justly
deserves by reason of the devotion which he manitests in

-the interests of that seciion,and by the legitimate influence
. which he has there aocguired. d -
-ago that the times are favourable-to push the work of’ emi-

Io ed: a few moments
ration.” In referring to statistics, and. acoordinf to the in-
ormation which I have been able to gather, I calculate,

as the hon. member from Glebgarry (Mr. Macmaster) has

remarked, that the number of emigrants this year has been
three times as. great as it was two years ago, and-this emi-
gration has two special characteristics : firstly it embraces

a considerable contingent coming from the continent of

Europe, which is one of the best proofs of the interest taken

in our country ; and this will the more induce us to hope

that this emigration directed to our continent, stimulated
by the construction of the Canadian Pacific Raslway by the
resources Wwhich will be found in our country, will go on
increasing, and will eventually fill up the vast.plains which
we recerve for European emigration. Another character-
istic of this emigration, is that of those.133,000 -emigraats,
nearly 40,000 came from the United States; and among
these-40,000 there were 12,000 French Canadians who re-
tarned to the North-West, which means to our country. It is
well understood Mr. Speaker, that not only in this House,

but also in the Legislature of the Province of Qnebec, a

desire has been expressed that the Government should
make some effort to repatriate our fellow subjeets. 1 think

that one of the most efficacions means which. the

Government could employ to attain this end, is to demon:

strate to them that they have a better future in this coun-
try than in the United States; that here they can

find the means to maintain themselves and their fam-
ilies, and that, at all events, if they canmot find these
means in the Province of Quebes, that they can, at
least, in the North-West, There, at.lesst, they will have the
congolation of being at home and of living. under their own
laws, and under the constitution of their native oconmutry.

All this, Mr. Speaker, points to &.very satisfactory stata. of

things, and we.are not surprised to see the Speech from the

Throne announce that the financial state of the counury is

in & most prosperous. state, and that the surplus for the past
rear. amounts to over $7,000,000, THe Speech from the
hrone slludes in a. few words. to the guestion of the

Oufh:d’imf Paﬁ?: Railway, aod ‘tih this '*t;imiq. ahon&%esg:

10 have, for this.grest question, the experience which tl



