
Immizration and Bill C-31I
Mr. Mendel Green, noting Canada's less-than-perfect record of acccpting refugees and

immigrants and the complexity of the system, was otherwise very optimistic about the

positive and valuable efi'ect immigration bas had on Canadian society. He feit

imnmigrants are generally more resourceful than other Canadians, with lower rates of both

unemployment and welkae dependency. He believes that Canada!s nain strength is its

immigrants and that Canada should empbasize the positive aspects ofinmmigration,
including both multiculturalism and tolerance.

In particular Mr. Green was, positive about the modern views of refugee protection and

decision-making being proposed in Bfi C-3 1. For exampke, while reaffirming that famifly

reunification is the foundation of Canadian immigration policy, Bfi C-31 mntroduces a

new definition of 'faniily' to mnclude common law and same-sex spouses. Similarly, to

address the problemn of professionals being selected but then being lefi without roomn in
----441-. u;1 C-% r1 i k intratducinie a more innmvative and creative avproach
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