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this Assexnbly, for it to request Britain, as the Administering
Power, to impose various constitutional changes on the Goveri-
nient of' Southern Rhodesia, when Britain has no power to do S0.The British O.overnrent can only exert influence on the Southeri
Rhodesian Governinent by persuasion and negotiation. It lias 110xnilitary forces stationed in the territory. Even if it hadjcan it seriously be, imagined that inliîtary action could orwould be taken against the Southern Rhodesian Gover'nmient? Anid
if it were, would the chaosf confusion and sul'fering resu-tiufgfrom suoli action really be in the interest of the people of
Southern Rhodesia?

We believe that the transition to f ully-representatIV6govermnt mnust be achieved peacefully. Any attempt to briflgit about suddenly without the consent of the _present govriXIe11tcou.ld only be miade by force. Given the existing situation Îtwould inevitably f ail and would delay the transition for inYmore years.

Notwithstanding the situation in law and in fact, theOinajority of the Special Committae ln its report, and the sPOl.oteof the draft resýolution in Document A/L.386 have iinplied thatthe United Kingdom Government is someliow Capable of tajçingiznmdiae sops o aterCOMPletely the constitution of Southefr"Rhodesia, This, Of course9 is untruee Nor does the Genera-Asseblyby itself have the power to order the Southern RhodsaeeGovernment to alter its constitution,

In these cirounlstances it is the View Of MnY Delegatliethat the Assembly, in Considering any Proposed resolution on1Southern Rhodesia, should be guided by two oriteria:
1,Will the action called for by the ternis 0f the rsO"tion improve the situation of ail th.e peoples of Southern Rilod

2. Can the action Proposed ln the resolution be put, iii1Oeffect?

I amn sure it is evident f romi what 1 have said that in Our optilthe resolution in Document A/L.386 does not f ulfUl elte of tbe
requirements, hro

What, then, can we do? We thinc that the most usefulaction that this Assembly might ta.ke at this time would be tOsupport the present efforts of the Britishi Qovernment to brIfl.about a solution to the political problemS of the constituentterritorles of the Fedèration 0f Rhodesia and Nyasaland, whicl'are 010881Y iflter..related,

The British Governnient, with the overwhelming supportOf the British people$ has played an honourable and oonstralCt'rle in bringing Vo f ull independen'ce over 600 million people ~the Past fifteen Years; The governet falhrfredependencies maintaj.n close and frienl elos ofit li rfre.
.its fine record and experience in resolving difficult colonialproblemsg the British Governiment monîts the confidence of thleAsSembly in solvIng those Which remain,

The United Ringdom is still responsible for 42 of theO56-odd flon.seix-.govenîng territories in whicli the United NatiOe~is interested, and ts f ull cooperation is needed if. Vhis ASSE0'1is to plaY a constructive part ln their advance to independae11OlTt would be most unfortunate if, by Passing a resolution inaIciIIimpossible demarids on the United ICingdomi the Âssembly shouldJeopardize the basis of this Cooperationl


