RESTDENTIAL ‘UNT'TS *

More than twice as many starts on ‘the cons-

truction ofinewcdwelling units were re¢orded
in January-February this year than last, "ri%
-8ing in total to"9, 65 units from 4,042 in' the

first two months o0f1957, ‘Dominion Bureau' of’

Statistics reports in an advafice Statement.
Completions were practically unchanged from a
year earlier.at 17,567 units versus 17,776.

Owing to the sharp rise in starts, the number ,

of units in various stages of construction at
theend of' February advaniced 17.6 per cent to

64,782 from’ last year's cotresponding total of"

550 0790 500 5.4 -

Starts were more numerous ‘this yéar than:
last iniall-provinces except Prince Edward
Island and New Brunswick, while completions!

‘Were greatér in ‘Princer Edward Island; :New

Bruriswick, ‘Quebec:and>Alberta: but smaller:in:
the other provinces. More units:werée under
construction in all provinces’eéexcept ‘Prince>

Edward Island; Nova -Scoti‘a‘.~md«New“*Bfmswicko

v A7 2 2 e

FOREST ROADS AND PICNIC AREAS .. .
An estimated!$5,573,000 will be''spert to"

build forest access roads and-establish camp-

grounds and picnic areas in“the Provinces this'

year,: it:has been announced: by ‘Hon'. ‘Al vin~Ham-~

ilton;Minister-ofi:Northern Affairs and Na=-

tionalResouraes. 63 3dguoid 918 Pdsninid eas
~The itwo programmes which are intended 'to

improve provincial forest fire protection ‘and’

travel facilities and proyide employment, have
een made possible through a federal-provin-
¢ial plan in.which the costs.are shared equal-
ly by the provincial .and federal govemments.
When the federal -assistance énds on May 31,

1958  for campgrounds -and June:30," 1958 for
forest access roads, the Department of North«
em Af fairs and National-Resources will have i
Provided half thé:costs té'help the Provinces

inance the programmes, « s (i . »
' Spending on' forest raccess roads is ‘esti-

Mated-to total '$3,139,000 but the actual -

amounit wilkl be higher when it is known’ what
Prince Edward Island will spend ‘and how much

Other provincial governments may increase |
their estimates: +By: Provinces; expenditures on''

forest access roads will be: British Columbia,

$625, 0005 Alberta; $180,000; Saskatchewan, *

$325,000; Manitoba; $160,000; Ontario, $1,=

499, 000; New Brunswick and Nova:Scotia, '$100, «*

000. each; - and Newfoundland, - $150;000.

Nine Provinces  are -part_icipatinﬁ din the
t

Programmes and it is possible that the Prov-
ince of Quebec will join later, The total pro-
Posed expenditure for campground and picnic
area construction is $2, 434,000 but again it
ls expected the actual expenditure will be
igher since Prince Edward Island has not yet
ecided on the amount it will spend and other
Provincial expenditures may be increased later:

Amounts being spent in each of the Pro-
Vinces on campground and picnic areas are:

-

(C.W.B. April 9, 1958)

' British Columbia, $700, 000; :Alberta; 11$250; 000;
Saskatchewan, $91,000; Manitoba, - $130, 000; On-
| tario,”$983,000;New Brunswick ‘and Nova ‘Scotia,
$100, 000 éach; Newfoundland, “$80,000.-" -
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ONTARIO PARKS POPULAR ‘
"’Nearlyithree'million people visited during
1957 the many parks”established by ‘the On'tario
Departmentiof Lands and Forests. Durihg" the’
- pastifew years; Lands and Forests' has taken
~over “some parks operated’by the Departmetit’ of
Highways, and there are now 115 parks in opet”
| atdony? B88L .085 nmo rwory 91s (13903 TL0C
- @i Vehicle permiits are’ required for éntering’
‘44 of cthese parkssin® 40 overnight camping is
‘allowed; 397 are maintained without any charge
' beingmade for’theéir tse; ‘nine are undetr deve-
' lopment, and 23 are reserved, or negotiations
are'‘under way by ‘which they will be ‘taken
|ovEgRM B8 901wy JmomiA .sluanineQ susgsiif-ed
- “=The" budget for public parks was“$15,000 in
1954; ‘in 1956-57, $1,700,000 was spent on im-
provemert alone,” and in"1957-58 ‘expenditure
.will“have reached an'‘éstimated $2;7250,000.
Last yedr, 35 parks were provided with flush
toilet ‘accommodation, 21 with picnic shelters,
‘and 50 miles of“foad were built to provide
jaccess, In 1957, also, 72,700 picnic tables
were provided for the use of travellers as
compared with 2,000 the previous year,
~ More than 120,000 people walked the nature
trails ‘established in connection with the
nature museums ‘in “such’parks”as Algonquin ‘and
Quetico. *XAEPOLRD R PN 3 ¥

Average stay in the .parks where camp faci-
lities were provided has been estimated at 2.3
days last ye@dl! MOMIATD 2F 1GH] X3

Ontario parks have become increasingly
popular’ with residents who cannot afford to
'stay at outfitters 'or hotel camps in the
north, or who prefer to "rough it" on their
own. The visitors pay 75 cents a night or $4
a week for camp sites and can reserve the
sites.for only two weeks, with a possible two
weeks’ extension if space is available. They
are provided with free fire wood and cooking
facilities and, in some cases, may obtain
.electricity at an additional cost of 25 cents
o dady £ Ao : '3

Most of the parts are operated by rangers
from thé Department’s staff who thus have an
excellent opportunity to ‘teach visitors some-
.thing ‘about life in the Wwoods, the necessity
for care in preventing forest fires, and the
value of proper conservation measures,

"According to Department records, few visit-
ors do any serious fishing, being seemingly
content to go out on the lakes and rivers to
"pick up one fish for dinner",

Efforts are being made to establish parks at
distances of about 100 miles apart and later,
if necessary, the Government will study the
advisability of providing boat liveries at
some of the camps.



